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Why planning heating and cooling?

® Heating and cooling account for
half of final energy use in the EU

® Around 70% from imported fossil
fuels, mainly fossil gas

® Cooling demand is rising: higher
temperatures, more heatwaves
and facilities like data centres

®* For households, heating and
cooling account for most energy
use, with a direct impact on
comfort, health, and well-being
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Shift to clean, secure and affordable HC

® Major changes to energy
infrastructures and buildings

® Integrated planning
® Targeted investments

® Local and regional authorities
(LRAs) decisive

® Energy Efficiency Directive .
(EED): local heating and cooling
plans (LHCPs) in municipalities
> 45,000 inhabitants
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® Integration of energy, climate
and spatial planning

® Engagement and support of
citizens and key stakeholders

® Political buy-in, access to
data, support for LRAs to
prepare, finance, implement
and monitor LHCPs

® Actions must reflect local
conditions, needs and
constraints




Importance of LHCPs

® Key policy and governance instruments to drive HC decarbonisation

® Guide long term decisions on policies, infrastructure and investments
to:

* |dentify and unlock local renewable and waste heat sources
« Deploy and integrate renewable HC systems and infrastructures

- Enable neighbourhood and district-level renovation programmes and HC
solutions

 Identify and implement cost effective and socially acceptable measures to
phase out fossil fuels in buildings

® Deliver significant economic, environmental, and social benefits, and
strengthen EU’s energy independence, competitiveness, resilience
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General scope of the topic

® Targeted support to LRAs

® Develop actionable and AN
integ rated LHCPS }:, ; i)\;\\\\:\:\\\\\ W //m,%

-

® Targeted to local/regional
contexts

¢ Aligned with EU and Member
State guidance and requirements

® Developed through highly
participatory processes

® Must be delivered in the targeted
municipalities or regions
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® Detailed analysis of current
state of HC planning and
related challenges

¢ Support to multiple
municipalities including fewer
than 45,000 inhabitants

® Joint action to pool skills and
resources and support inter
municipal and/or regional
energy system planning

.

||I|||I\l\\
3\



Support activities for LRAs (1/2)

® Build technical skills and expertise to prepare, finance, implement and
monitor LHCPs

® Collect granular, context specific data for LHCPs (geospatial, technical,
climatic, socio economic):
 Using national approaches/standards where available
« Or approaches that facilitate future compatibility with national
databases

® Develop comprehensive outlooks for energy demand and supply and
identify spatially tailored decarbonisation measures (e.g. potential for
heating and cooling networks in urban and industrial areas)
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Support activities for LRAs (2/2)

® Identify and assess financing options for LHCP measures, considering:
* Public and private funding, local and regional budgets
» Energy costs for end users, social acceptance, energy poor and
vulnerable households
® Run participatory processes to:

« Streamline planning and administrative procedures, including
permitting, and address regulatory barriers

* Engage key public and private stakeholders, including citizens

® Coordinate LHCPs with distribution network and infrastructure
development plans, decommissioning plans for natural gas networks

® Establish structured dialogue and collaboration with competent regional
and national authorities, including to inform national planning
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What proposals should address

Include specific activities to transfer knowledge and experience to help
initiate LHCP processes beyond the targeted territories

Help establish lasting and institutionalised LHCP planning and
governance frameworks to support implementation (e.g. dedicated
structures, hubs or task forces)

Clearly identify the targeted territories and the LRAs involved, and
demonstrate their active involvement and firm political commitment

Make use of existing digital tools; developing new tools as the main focus
is out of scope

Proposals that only focus on district heating and cooling investment
plans are out of scope
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Expected qualitative impacts

® Proposals should present concrete results and show how they
contribute to topic specific impacts, based on:

* A solid analysis of the current situation
» Realistic assumptions and baselines
» Clear links between activities, results and impacts

®* Expected qualitative outcomes include:

- Delivering actionable and integrated LHCPs, aligned with EU and
Member State guidance and requirements

 Empowering LRAs and supporting them in creating lasting and
institutionalised planning and governance frameworks

- Engaging public and private stakeholders to accelerate the
decarbonisation of heating and cooling at local level
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Expected quantitative impacts — topic

iIndicators

®* Proposals should quantify results and impacts:

Using the indicators provided for the topic, where relevant
For the end of the project and 5 years after the end

®* Topic specific quantitative indicators include:

Number of planning and governance frameworks established at local, inter
municipal or regional levels

Number of LHCPs delivered, ideally adopted as local, inter municipal or regional
policy documents

Number of policy makers/public officers with improved skills in HC planning, and
average training hours per participant in capacity building programmes

Number of public and private stakeholders engaged in LHCP planning processes
and in structured dialogues at local, regional and national level

Number of LHCP processes initiated in other municipalities during the action
Other indicators specific to the proposed activities
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Common LIFE CET indicators

® Proposals should also quantify impacts using CET common
indicators:
* Primary energy savings triggered by the project (GWh/year)
« Final energy savings triggered by the project (GWh/year)
* Renewable energy generation triggered by the project (GWh/year)
« Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions (t CO, eqg/year)

* Investments in sustainable energy (energy efficiency and renewable energy)
triggered by the project (cumulative, million EUR)
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PlanToAct develops an integrated energy planning approach,
with a specific focus on comprehensive heating and cooling
strategies in 5 regions in FR, IT, RO, DE and PT

ESCALATE supports 12 cities in HR, FR, EL, IT, PL and Sl by
empowering regional energy agencies to support LHCPs
S Plan4Cold focuses on cooling, key issue for Southern EU,
il helping 14 cities in PT, IT and EL with LHCPs
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https://fedarene.org/project/plantoact/
https://escalate-project.eu/
https://www.climatealliance.org/projects/plan4cold/
https://fedarene.org/project/plantoact/
https://escalate-project.eu/
https://www.climatealliance.org/projects/plan4cold/

Important information

« (Call details and FAQ in the Funding and Tenders Portal
» Topic budget: 6.5 million EUR

« Expected EU contribution per project: up to EUR 2
million (other amounts possible)

* Funding rate: 95% of eligible costs

~+ Min. consortium requirements: 3 applicants from 3
eligible countries

* Deadline: 16 September 2026, 17:00 Brussels time
* General questions: CINEA-LIFE-CET@ec.europa.eu
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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