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Note:  

any mention of "RED II" in this document refers to Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the promotion of the use of 

energy from renewable sources  

any mention of "CEF Regulation" in this document refers to Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 - 

formally adopted by the European Union (EU) on 7 July 2021 - establishing the legal basis 

for the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)  for the period 2021-2027. This is a text with EEA 

relevance. 

Any mention of the “Delegated Regulation” in this document refers to Commission Delegated 

Regulation (EU) 2022/342 of 21 December 2021 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 

of the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to the specific selection criteria 

and the details of the process for selecting cross-border projects in the field of renewable 

energy 

“CB RES project” stands for a “cross-border project in the field of renewable energy 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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GENERAL  

1. What is a cross-border project in the field of the renewable energy?  

According to Article 2 (k) of CEF Regulation, a cross-border project in the field of renewable 

energy (CB RES project) means a project selected or eligible to be selected under a 

cooperation agreement or any other kind of arrangement between two or more EU Member 

States or arrangements between one or more Member States and one or more third countries 

as set out in Articles 8, 9, 11 and 13 of RED II in the planning or deployment of renewable 

energy, in accordance with the criteria set out in Part IV of the Annex to the CEF Regulation. 

Effectively, this means a project which complies with the general criteria of point 2 of Part IV 

of the Annex to the CEF Regulation and has received the status of a CB RES project pursuant 

to the procedure in Part IV of the Annex to the CEF Regulation and the Delegated Regulation. 

CB RES projects promote cross-border cooperation between Member States and between 

Member States and non-EU countries in the field of planning, development and cost-effective 

exploitation of renewable energy sources (RES). In addition, CB RES projects may facilitate 

RES integration through e.g. energy storage facilities with the aim of contributing to the EU’s 

long-term decarbonisation strategy. CB RES projects need to be set-up by a cooperation 

mechanism as defined in RED II.  

2. What are the technologies, components and investments eligible as part of the CB RES 

project? 

CB RES projects shall be based on any of the renewable energy sources listed in the RED II, 

with a renewables generation facility as an integral and main part of the project. Projects can 

relate to electricity, heating and cooling and transport sectors. Project can have a broader 

scope where the renewable energy production is combined with another component  e.g. 

renewable hydrogen production. Projects that combine different renewable technologies, that 

contain a storage component (both on and offsite), and/or that integrate the renewable 

generation site into the grid/heating system are also eligible for the CB RES status. In any 

case, the main part of the project should be renewable energy generation. A full list of eligible 

technologies, components and investments as part of the CB RES projects is provided under 

Article 3 of the Delegated Regulation. 

3. Who can apply for the CB RES status? Who can be the CB RES project promoter?  

Promoter(s) of a project, including Member State(s), can apply for their project to obtain the 

CB RES status (Point  4, Part IV Annex to CEF Regulation). A project promoter shall be a 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
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legal entity that develops the cross-border renewable energy project proposed for the CB RES 

status (Art. 2 of the Delegated Regulation).  

4. What are the CB RES status and CB RES list? 

Based on the CEF Regulation, promoters of a project, including Member States, can apply for 

their project to have the status of cross-border projects in the field of renewable energy (‘CB 

RES status’) and therefore be included in the list of projects (‘the CB RES list’). The CB RES 

list will include all projects having received a CB RES status by Commission decision.  

Obtaining the CB RES status is a precondition to apply for CEF funding for technical studies 

and works in support of CB RES projects. A promoter may decide to apply for the CB RES 

status for their project, but not apply for CEF financial support at a later stage. Being included 

in the CB RES list (having a CB RES status) may give the project other advantages than CEF 

funding eligibility, such as higher visibility, increased investor certainty and stronger support 

from Member States. 

5. What are the off-taking (contributing) and host countries? 

According to the article 2 of the Delegated Regulation a ‘host Member State’ means a 

Member State where the renewables generation facility is physically located. An ‘off-taking 

Member State’ (often referred to as a  “contributing Member State”) means a Member State 

that makes a financial contribution to the renewable energy generation investment located in 

another Member State.  

6. What is the procedure for selecting a CB RES project? 

Annex Part IV to Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 establishes the main steps of the procedure for 

selecting a project to be included in the CB RES list. The selection procedure will entail: (a) a 

first evaluation by the Commission of the applications for a cross-border project in the field of 

renewable energy against the general criteria; (b) the establishment by the Commission of a 

group for CB RES projects with the competence to adopt a draft list and monitor the 

implementation of the projects in the list in view of maintaining their status; (c) agreement by 

the group on the draft list; and (d) adoption of the final list by the Commission and review of 

the list every 2 years. The group shall be composed of one representative of each EU Member 

State and one of the Commission. 

The Commission allows project promoters to apply for the CB RES status at least once a year.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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7. What are the benefits of being in the CB RES list/having the CB RES status? 

A project that has obtained the CB RES status is included in the CB RES list adopted by the 

Commission. With this, the project may gain a pan-European visibility thanks to publicity and 

communication activities (Art. 11 of the Delegated Regulation), increased investor certainty 

and stronger support from Member States. The CB RES projects are eligible for funding 

under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF). The new window (15% of the CEF energy 

budget, ca. EUR 875 million,  subject to market uptake and increase up to 20%. if the 15% 

threshold is reached) under the CEF Regulation responds to the ‘Clean energy for all 

Europeans’ package and its focus is on regional and cross-border cooperation to deploy 

renewable energy in Europe. Finally, the CB RES status and the legal framework it builds on 

can also support the finalisation of the cooperation agreement between Member States or 

between one or more Member State and third countries. 

8. What are the types of cooperation mechanisms that a CB RES project should underpin? 

Cross-border projects in the field of renewable energy shall be included in a cooperation 

agreement or in any other kind of arrangement between two or more Member States or 

arrangements between one or more Member States and one or more third countries as set out 

in Articles 8, 9, 11 and 13 of RED II:  

Article 8: Statistical transfers between Member States 

Article 9: Joint projects between Member States  

Article 11: Joint projects between Member States and third countries 

Article 13: Joint support schemes. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
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9. What is a difference between the PCI list and the CB RES list and is there any 

connection between the two?  

There is no connection between the PCI and the CB RES lists. 

The legal basis of projects of common interest (‘PCIs’), is the TEN-E regulation.1 PCIs are 

required to implement the nine energy infrastructure priority corridors identified in the sectors  

of electricity, gas and oil, and the three Union-wide energy infrastructure thematic areas for 

smart grids, electricity highways and carbon dioxide transportation networks. The latest PCI 

list in force was adopted in 20212.  

The legal basis of the CB RES projects is the CEF regulation.  The aim of CB RES project is 

promoting cross-border cooperation between Member States in the field of planning, 

development and the cost-effective exploitation of renewable energy sources, and contributing 

to decarbonisation, completing the internal energy market, enhancing security of supply and 

innovation, and facilitating RES integration through energy storage or conversion facilities. 

There will be only one CB RES list updated at least once a year. 

10. Is there a link between CB RES and the ENTSOs Ten-Year Network Development 

Plans? 

No, the CB RES projects are not part of or linked in any other formal manner to the Ten-Year 

Network Development Plans developed by ENTSO-E or ENTSO-G. 

11. What is a timeline between the call for CB RES status and the status attribution?  

The first call for projects applying for CB RES status closes on 10 of May 2022. Following 

the evaluation process, the adoption of the CB RES list is expected in autumn 2022. 

12. What are the preconditions for a project to get the CB RES status?  

In their application, project promoters should demonstrate the project compliance with the 

general criteria set out in Part IV of the Annex to the CEF Regulation. 

                                                           

1 Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2013 on guidelines 

for trans-European energy infrastructure 

2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_6094 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013R0347
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013R0347
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13. What do generation technologies defined in article 3 of the Delegated Act include? 

The generation technologies are technologies producing energy from any of the renewable 

energy technologies defined in REDII, namely wind, solar (solar thermal and solar 

photovoltaic) and geothermal energy, ambient energy, tide, wave and other ocean energy, 

hydropower, biomass, landfill gas, sewage treatment plant gas, and biogas. Ambient energy, 

as defined in REDII, means naturally occurring thermal energy and energy accumulated in the 

environment with constrained boundaries, which can be stored in the ambient air (excluding 

in exhaust air), or in surface or sewage water.  

14. What do the total project costs mean in the context of the application for CB RES 

status? 

The total project costs should include all of the expected costs (OPEX and CAPEX) of the 

proposed CB RES project, regardless of what may be eligible for future potential CEF 

funding.  

15. Is there a limit to the number of projects that will be accepted in the CB RES list? 

No, there is no limit regarding the number of projects to be included in the CB RES list. 

16. Can there be more than one project from one MS? 

Yes, there is no limit regarding the number of CB RES projects originating from one Member 

State. 

17. Is there a time limit for a project in the CB RES list to apply for CEF funding? 

No, the promoters of the projects in the CB RES list my apply for CEF funding for 

studies/works whenever they choose, provided that a relevant call for proposals is open.  

18. Is a CB RES status attributed to a specific project or to a specific category of projects?  

The CB RES status (an entry to the CB RES list) is attributed on a project-by-project basis, 

building on each project’s specific application and selection procedure.  

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
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19. How do the CB RES projects support the European Green Deal?  

The European Green Deal aims to decarbonise the EU’s energy system and focuses on 3 

principles for the clean energy transition: 1) ensuring a secure and affordable EU energy 

supply, 2) developing fully integrated, interconnected and digitalised market, and 3) 

prioritising energy efficiency and developing a power sector based largely on renewable 

sources. CB RES projects help deliver on these aim and principles, as they can enable cost-

effective deployment for renewables in the EU including the strategic uptake of innovative 

renewables technologies. They can also contribute to decarbonisation, completing of the 

internal energy market, and enhancing of the security of supply. 

2. COOPERATION MECHANISMS 

20. What is the required proof of the cooperation arrangements between the involved 

countries? 

In line with article 4 of the Delegated Regulation, a written declaration expressing willingness 

to support the project through a cooperation agreement, validated by a responsible institution 

in the participating Member States and, where relevant, non-EU countries, needs to be 

submitted with the application. There are no specific requirements regarding the format of the 

written declaration but it needs to show the relevant countries’ support to that specific project. 

The written declaration shall be included in the application for the CB RES status as an annex.  

Apart from that, the application for the CB RES status needs to describe the scope, legal 

embedding, and maturity of the involved cooperation mechanism. The cooperation 

mechanism can take any of the forms of cooperation agreement provided for in Articles 8, 9, 

11 and 13 of RED II and can be set up between two or more Member States, or between one 

or more Member States and one or more non-EU countries. For details of how the 

underpinning cooperation mechanism will be assessed by the European Commission, please 

see point 3 of the Commission Staff Working Document (SWD/2021/0429 final) 

accompanying the Delegated Regulation.  

21. How can I get a proof of cooperation from the relevant countries?  

The applicants may get in touch with the competent national authorities to ask about the 

ongoing or potential cooperation initiatives relevant to the future project. They can ask for a 

written declaration of the participating Member States and, where relevant, third countries, 

expressing their willingness to conclude a cooperation agreement in order to set up the 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/energy-and-green-deal_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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renewable energy cross-border project. The written declaration does not require a specific 

format, but it shall be signed by the Ministries of the participating Member States in charge of 

implementing the cooperation agreement, including transit countries, where relevant and 

where the agreement requires the use of their infrastructure. 

A cooperation agreement or any other kind of arrangement between two or more Member 

States or arrangements between one or more Member States and one or more third countries 

should be based on the cooperation mechanisms as set out in Articles 8, 9, 11 and 13 of the 

RED II. 

22. Does the initial written declaration have to be signed by the competent authorities at 

national level or at a regional level?  

In line with the Article 4 of the Delegated Regulation the written declaration shall be signed 

by the ministries of the participating Member States in charge of implementing the 

cooperation agreement. If the competent authority for implementing the cooperation 

agreement is at a regional level, the written declaration can be signed by the regional level, 

but the applicant should attach an additional document from the central authority of that 

country, confirming that the given regional level is competent to support/implement the 

project. Such a document issued by a central authority does not require any specific format, 

however an indicative example of the content of such confirmation could be: “[Authority X] 

is competent to enter the [cooperation agreement][arrangement] with [Country/Region] 

referred as/concerning [subject matter or any other description that makes the 

arrangement/project clearly identifiable]”.  

If such document is not available, the applicant shall provide another type of official evidence 

of the regional competence to conclude and implement the cooperation agreement as defined 

in the REDII. The evidence needs to provide an unambiguous proof of the regional 

competence in both: the substance (renewable energy development and ancillary elements, if 

applicable) and form of the cooperation (international agreement in the field of RES). 

Moreover, the written declaration signed by the region should include an explicit confirmation 

that the signing regional authority is indeed competent to conclude and implement the 

cooperation agreement. The content of such a confirmation can be similar to the one for the 

central authorities if applicable, as above. 

23. What if my cooperation idea is not ready for a CB RES status yet? 

In the meaning of Article 7(3) of CEF Regulation, preparatory studies allow for support to 

both EU Member States and private project promoters in order to advance cooperation ideas, 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
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create momentum amongst involved stakeholders and with this generate a pipeline of cross-

border renewable projects. It allows specifically support to the project before being included 

in the CB RES list. Please, follow information on CINEA’s website to know about the 

planning of a future call for preparatory studies in 2023. 

24. How can entities established in third countries provide evidence of the agreement with 

an EU Member State?  

In line with article 4 of the Delegated Regulation, a written declaration expressing willingness 

to support the project through a cooperation agreement, validated by a responsible institution 

in all participating Member States and, where relevant, non-EU countries, should be presented 

with the application. There are no specific restrictions on the format of the declaration. For 

details of how the underpinning cooperation mechanism will be assessed by the European 

Commission, please see point 3 of the Commission Staff Working Document 

(SWD/2021/0429 final) accompanying the Delegated Regulation. 

25. Can a project be selected for the CB RES status, if the cooperation mechanism that 

underpins it is a stand-alone statistical transfer (Article 8 of Directive (EU) 2018/2001) 

and there is no additional investment attached to it? 

Yes, projects proposing a stand-alone statistical transfer of the renewables production from an 

existing production are eligible for the CB RES status, provided that all other selection  

criteria set  out in the CEF Regulation and the Delegated Regulation are satisfied. 

26. Does a CB RES project require a physical link between the cooperating countries? 

The necessity for a physical link between the cooperating countries depends on the chosen 

cooperation mechanism. Joint projects between EU Member States (RED II art. 9) can but do 

not have necessarily to involve a physical transfer of energy from one country to another. In 

case of joint support schemes (RED II art. 13), these can finance single or multiple projects, 

with or without a physical link. Statistical transfers (RED II art. 8) are based on an accounting 

procedure, as no actual energy changes hands and no physical link is required. 

A physical link is required for joint projects between Member States and third countries (RED 

II art. 11). In case of such projects Member States implement projects (including the 

distribution of costs and benefits) with non-EU countries. Such projects can only relate to the 

electricity sector, and a physical link needs to be established with that third country and 

interconnector capacity needs to be actually booked to ensure an infeed of electricity into the 

EU electricity system. 

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/connecting-europe-facility/new-energy-infrastructure-connecting-europe-facility/cross-border-renewable-energy-projects-cef-energy-new_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
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27. Where can we find the list of the national contact points? 

Currently there is no CB RES specific list of national contact points. Applicants may contact 

the relevant competent authority of the participating countries. As soon as such a list is 

constituted, the Commission will make it available online and communicate about it. 

28. Are there any criteria for Ministries on how they make their selection of possible 

candidate projects which will apply for letters of support? 

The competent authorities are free to decide about their support to CB RES projects. There is 

no EU level criteria or guidance. 

29. What are the entities that can provide a written declaration? 

In line with Article 4 of the Delegated Act the written declaration shall be signed by the 

ministries of the participating Member States in charge of implementing the cooperation 

agreement. The competent ministry is therefore the one that is also competent to implement 

the (future) cooperation agreement underpinning the cooperation mechanisms set out in the 

REDII. 

30. What kind of information has to be included in the written declaration/ memorandum 

of understanding?  

While there is no specific format required for the written declaration, it should express 

willingness to support the project through a cooperation agreement, validated by a responsible 

institution in all participating Member States and, where relevant, non-EU countries. The 

Commission Staff Working Document (SWD/2021/0429 final) (under its section 3, page 8) 

lists a series of elements that a written declaration should include. Those elements should be 

reflected as much as possible directly in the Memorandum of Understanding (or a similar 

form of written declaration) or, where this is not possible, reported in the Application Form 

and its annexes.  

31. Does ’willingness to cooperate’ mean that the cooperation format could be identified 

after the CB RES status award decision? What happens if expression of willingness to 

cooperate is amended or even cancelled by the relevant Member States? 

In the written declaration the applicants shall identify the applicable cooperation mechanism 

between the Member States. Cancelling of the endorsement by one or all of the participating 

countries may lead to a withdrawal of the project from the CB RES list (please see art. 9 of 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
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the Delegated Regulation). As to the potential change of the cooperation format please see the 

answer to question 70 below. 

3. COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS 

32. Is a cost-benefit analysis (CBA) mandatory to be selected for the CB RES status?  

Yes. Applications need to include a CBA based on the mandatory CBA template made available to the 

applicants under this call. 

Point 2 c) of Part IV of the ANNEX to the CEF Regulation stipulates that, in order to be included in the CB RES 

list, projects must demonstrate that the potential overall benefits must outweigh the costs, as assessed on the 

basis of a cost benefit analysis per point 3 and in line with the methodology referred in Article 7 of the CEF 

Regulation.  

33. Who chooses the counterfactual project?  

The applicants while preparing their application including the CBA choose and describe the 

relevant counterfactual in line with the guidance provided in the Commission Staff Working 

Document (SWD/2021/0429 final). 

34. How to conduct the CBA? 

A detailed guidance on how to conduct the CBA is provided in the Commission Staff 

Working Document (SWD/2021/0429 final). 

35. What if no accurate data for a counterfactual is available? 

The applicants should use the best available project specific data in their presentation of a 

standard counterfactual. The data presented should be robust and come from credible sources. 

Project promoters can deviate from the standard counterfactual only in the specific case when 

the standard counterfactual does not make sense or is not relevant. One example of such case 

could in principle be lack of data.  

The choice of a case-specific counterfactual should be duly justified. For more information 

about the counterfactual and choice of data please see the Commission Staff Working 

Document (SWD/2021/0429 final). 

36. Can the counterfactual refer to the current situation in which there is no project 

development at all? 

According to the Commission Staff Working Document (SWD/2021/0429 final), there are 

two types of counterfactual. The first one - standardized, where the CB RES project is 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
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compared to a similar project, implemented by one country alone. The second one – case 

specific, where the CB RES project is compared to a different project, implemented by one 

country alone. As a standard rule, the applicant should choose the standardized counterfactual. 

If this is not possible (in duly justified cases), the applicant can choose the case specific 

counterfactual. In that second option, in a specific case explained below, the counterfactual 

may be a case where the project does not happen at all. In that case, the net present value 

(NPV) will be based on the values of each indicator that correspond to the current state of 

play and the future outlook based on a baseline scenario. The option of counterfactual where 

the project does not happen at all is limited to situations where the CB RES project is set up 

by a cooperation mechanism in the form of joint support scheme pursuant to Article 13 of 

REDII. In other cases, where the project is set up by a cooperation mechanism in the form of 

a joint project or a statistical transfer, the choice of a counterfactual where the project does not 

happen at all cannot be justified. 

37. Does the social discount rate need to be equalcto the financial discount rate that 

appears in the LCOE formula? 

The financial discount rate does not have to be equal to the social discount rate. The 

discounting with the social discount rate will be done by the Excel tool automatically at a later 

step. For the LCOE, please use the financial discount rate that you use for your business case. 

38. In the CBA Excel tool, in the tab ‘in data’, costs and benefits should be provided for a 

number of base years. For the LCOE, does this mean that the value in €/MWh 

(calculated over the lifetime) should be multiplied by the production in MWh in a given 

year? 

Yes, the LCOE value in €/MWh calculated over the lifetime of the project or counterfactual 

according to the formula provided in page number 14 of the Commission Staff Working 

Document (SWD/2021/0429 final), shall be multiplied by the expected energy production in 

MWh in the given base year. 

39. In the Excel tool for CBA calculations, what time period should GHG emissions data 

cover? 

Regarding the GHG emissions, applicants calculate the avoided GHG emissions in each of the 

three base years. Then, they multiply each result by the carbon price for the relevant year. The 

sum of all years (interpolated and discounted) will be produced by the Excel tool. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474


 

EUROPEAN CLIMATE, INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

ENVIRONMENT EXECUTIVE AGENCY (CINEA) 

 

CINEA.B - Sustainable networks and investments 

B.4 - CEF Energy and Renewable Energy Financing Mechanism 

 

13 

European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA), B-1049 Brussels, BELGIUM 

 

40. Is there any specific CBA requirement for offshore projects with radial connection?  

No, there are no specific CBA requirements for offshore projects with radial connection. Each 

project’s CBA should follow the guidance set out in the Commission Staff Working 

Document (SWD/2021/0429 final). 

41. How should system integration and air pollution be taken into account in the CBA of 

district heating projects? 

System integration costs in cases of district heating are predominantly related to the network 

development and/or expansion costs needed for the integration of renewable energy sources, 

but not directly part of renewable energy generation costs. In the case of non-intermittent 

renewable energy sources such as biomass, system integration costs are therefore usually 

limited to the grid-related costs, if any. Some district heating projects may incur balancing 

or/and profile costs involved in the operation of the district heating network e.g. stemming 

from the need for dispatchable heat generation such as an electric boiler, in which case they 

should also be taken into account as system integration costs. For further details, please see 

p.14-15 of the Commission Staff Working Document (SWD/2021/0429 final).  

Regarding air pollution, as explained on p.19 of the Commission Staff Working Document, 

the renewable energy production over the project’s lifetime is multiplied by the difference 

between the system’s average emission factor and the project/counterfactual respective 

emission factors. The result is the increase/reduction of air pollutant emissions attributed to 

the CB RES project. This applies not only to electricity production. In the case of a district 

heating system, the CB RES project’s emission factor is compared to the average emission 

factor of the heating system in the relevant locations. 

42. Do primary energy costs have to be considered in the LCOE model? 

The formula for the LCOE includes the operation and maintenance costs for each year. The 

costs of primary energy (fuel costs) needed for the operation of your network would fall in 

principle under operational costs. 

43. How to calculate security of supply in case of projects hosted by two Member States 

based on a counterfactual consisting of RES developments in the same two Member 

States? 

The choice of the counterfactual is the remit of the applicants. The security of supply element 

should be understood as diversification of energy sources and supply from third countries 

(non-EU countries). The purpose of such diversification may be to reduce energy import 

dependency. In this context, energy consumption in EU Member States is considered as fully 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0429&qid=1564520971474
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021SC0429&from=EN
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domestic. Moreover, if the cross-border project is physically located in the territory of two 

host countries, the impact on security of supply should refer to both countries. The same 

impact shall be measured for the counterfactual, whereby the counterfactual is constant 

throughout the CBA.  

Regarding the reference data for both CB RES project and counterfactual, the guidance 

(SWD/2021/0429 final) states: “the data on primary energy imports can be derived from the 

national energy and climate plans or from alternative reliable source as the national energy 

balances or the annual 'EU energy in figures statistical pocketbook'. The energy prices should 

be based on the latest historic national annual average import prices for each energy source.”  

44. How to calculate GHG emissions in cases of a CB RES project developed by more than 

one contributing country? 

The CBA should capture the difference in GHG emissions between the cooperation project 

and the counterfactual (without cooperation). This element may have the same value for the 

cooperation project and the counterfactual. The formula for this calculation depends on the 

counterfactual, which is chosen by applicants.  

4. OTHER SELECTION CRITERIA 

45. Is it necessary to apply for CB RES status before the application for CEF support to 

technical studies or works for cross-border renewable energy projects? 

Yes. To apply for any CEF technical studies and works call, the precondition is to be included 

in the list of selected cross-border projects in the field of renewable energy (CB RES list).  

46. If a project wants to be included in the CB RES list, does it have to be funded in a 

preparatory studies call?  

No. Participation to the preparatory studies call in the meaning of Article 7(3) of CEF 

Regulation is not a pre-condition to apply or to be eligible for CB RES status.  

47. Can the CB RES status be attributed to projects that are already underway? 

Yes. The CB RES status applies to both ongoing and future projects, as long as the 

application demonstrates the project’s compliance with the conditions laid out in the CEF 

Regulation and the Delegated Regulation related among others to the cost benefit analysis and 

cross-border cooperation. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021SC0429&from=EN
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/data-and-analysis/eu-energy-statistical-pocketbook-and-country-datasheets_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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48. Is there a defined commissioning timeline for a CB RES project? 

No, there is no legal requirement regarding the expected commissioning timeline. However, 

the project implementation should be realistic and foreseeable. 

49. If an entity from a third country is a project promoter, can this project be selected for 

the CB RES status? 

In principle yes, as long as the application demonstrates the project compliance with the 

conditions laid out in the CEF Regulation and the Delegated Regulation related among others 

to the cost benefit analysis and cross-border cooperation. 

50. Can a project by a private promoter investing in several EU Member States with the 

agreement of the Member States involved, be selected for the CB RES status? 

In principle yes, as long as the application demonstrates the project compliance with the 

conditions laid out in the CEF Regulation and the Delegated Regulation related among others 

to the cost benefit analysis and cross-border cooperation.  

51. In order to be selected for the CB RES status, is it mandatory to have a partnership with 

a local company in the countries involved? 

No, there is no requirement regarding the origin of the project promoter and the partnerships. 

52. Is there a minimum number of project promoters required to be selected  for the CB 

RES status? 

There is no minimum nor maximum number of project promoters required.  

53. Can hydrogen projects be selected for the CB RES status? 

The main component of the project has to refer to the generation of renewable energy. Conversion to hydrogen 

can only be an ancillary component, which aims to integrate and facilitate the renewables deployment. 

54. Is a project business plan required for the CB RES status?  

No, a project business plan is not a requirement for application under this call.  Nevertheless, if such information 

is readily available it can be attached to the application as a supporting document. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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55. If a candidate project is not located in an EU Member State, is an EU Member State 

approval needed in this case?  

Yes, as mentioned Article 7 of the CEF Regulation, CB RES projects shall be included in a 

cooperation agreement or in any other kind of arrangement between two or more Member 

States or arrangements between one or more Member States and one or more third countries 

as set out in Articles 8, 9, 11 and 13 of RED II. 

At the CB RES status application stage, the applicants should therefore submit a written 

declaration of the participating Member States/ third countries (+transit countries, where 

relevant) expressing their willingness to conclude a cooperation agreement in order to set up 

the renewable energy cross-border project (see FAQs on cooperation mechanisms above). 

56.  In what circumstances does a project promoter need to formally involve the transit 

countries? 

The transit countries shall sign the written declaration (described under section 2 of this FAQ 

document) where relevant e.g.  if the CB RES project requires the use of their infrastructure 

(please see art. 4 of the Delegated Regulation).  

57. Regarding the off-taking (contributing) Member State is the CB RES project funded 

directly by a Member State or can it be funded by another legal entity of the 

contributing country?  

There is no requirement regarding the financing of the CB RES project in the contributing 

Member State. 

58. Is it mandatory to provide the project GIS data in the application? 

At the CB RES Status application stage an “Annex 4: GIS data, maps and other relevant 

information on the joint project” is mandatory for joint projects. The applicants are requested 

to provide the best available information regarding the actual/planned/explored location of the 

project. Except for the guidance on the GIS data format, there are no other specific 

requirements in this respect. Notably, there is no specific requirement regarding the level of 

detail of GIS data as each project may be at a different stage of development. The data will 

contribute among others to the evaluation of the proposed project against the criteria laid out 

in the CEF Regulation (Part IV of the Annex) and its delegated act. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/files/1337d2c1-85d9-4199-a968-e8b664c34bbc/717a8aa9-28b5-4c42-87a6-497bff9294a1
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153&qid=1643121362787
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R0342&qid=1646148165153
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4. APPLICATION PROCESS 

59. Whom could I contact in the European Commission or CINEA to confirm that our 

application is complete and suitable for the call? 

The European Commission and CINEA follow a strict policy of equal treatment of all applicants. 

Therefore, individual advice to the potential applicants on the preparation of their application is not 

available. Detailed instructions on how to prepare an application are available on the CINEA call 

webpage. General questions about the call and submission process can be sent to the call helpdesk: 

CINEA-CEF-RENEWABLES@ec.europa.eu  

Please note, however, that questions which are specific to a particular application and where the 

answer would provide a comparative advantage to the applicant will not be answered. 

60. When will it be possible for project having received the CB RES status to apply for CEF 

funding? 

The first call for proposals for technical studies and works for CB RES projects is expected to be launched in the 

third or last quarter of 2022, following the adoption of the CB RES list. This CEF call will open every year. 

61. How often can projects apply to be included in the CB RES list? What will be the next 

opportunity? 

The promoters will have the opportunity to apply for the CB RES status at least once a year as 

stated in Part IV of the Annex to the CEF Regulation. The next call for projects willing to 

obtain CB RES status will open in 2023. 

62. Where can I find all the materials about the open CB RES status call ? 

All materials from the call for status as well as links to other necessary information are 

available on the CINEA CB RES status call webpage here. 

63. Can supporting documents be sent to CINEA after the call submission deadline? 

No. All supporting documents have to be attached to the application in the EU Survey 

platform. No documents should be sent to CINEA on the initiative of the applicant after the 

call submission deadline. Should CINEA receive such documentation, it will not be taken into 

consideration during the application evaluation stage. In order to ensure transparency and fair 

treatment of all applications, each application will be assessed and evaluated on its own 

merits, based on the information that it contains. 

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/connecting-europe-facility/new-energy-infrastructure-connecting-europe-facility/cross-border-renewable-energy-projects-cef-energy-new/call-cross-border-renewable-energy-cb-res-projects-application-process-cb-res-status_en#ecl-inpage-1989
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/connecting-europe-facility/new-energy-infrastructure-connecting-europe-facility/cross-border-renewable-energy-projects-cef-energy-new/call-cross-border-renewable-energy-cb-res-projects-application-process-cb-res-status_en#ecl-inpage-1989
mailto:CINEA-CEF-RENEWABLES@ec.europa.eu
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/connecting-europe-facility/new-energy-infrastructure-connecting-europe-facility/cross-border-renewable-energy-projects-cef-energy-new/call-cross-border-renewable-energy-cb-res-projects-application-process-cb-res-status_en#ecl-inpage-1989
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/CBRES-Call-Status-2022
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/CBRES-Call-Status-2022
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64. What will happen to the data provided in the application for the CB RES status? 

The data provided in the application will be used for the evaluation purposes and, if 

applicable, also the CB RES list establishment, adoption, and review; monitoring; as well as 

communication, in line with Articles 6-11 of the Delegated Regulation. 

Personal data will be collected and processed in line with the Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of 

the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural 

persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, 

offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, as set out in the Data Protection 

Notice made available to the applicants in the application form. 

65. What is the level of detail required to describe the project financing part in Annex 2 to 

the application form? 

Applicants should provide a high-level breakdown of expected total costs per investment 

components and funding and revenue sources. It should be a preliminary assessment of the 

expected total costs of the project separated into investment components. A split between 

funding sources should be defined if applicable and already available. 

66. Do the applicants need to sign the application form? What signatures are required at 

the application stage? 

Regarding the signatures, the applicants do not sign the application form (only ECAS 

authentication is required). They need to be the project promoters (i.e. a legal entity that 

develops the CB RES project). Before submitting an application, the applicants have to 

declare that they have an explicit consent of all project promoters on their participation and on 

the content of the application. The application shall be accompanied by a signed written 

declaration of the participating Member States/third countries (+transit countries, where 

relevant) expressing their willingness to conclude a cooperation agreement in order to set up 

the CB RES project.  

5. OTHER 

67. What are the obligations of the promoters of projects included in the CB RES list?                                                  

Once a year, the project promoter shall submit to the European Commission a progress report 

with relevant updates of the project specification and implementation.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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Every six months the project promoters shall update via the promoter’s website, all non-

commercially sensitive information of the project, such as project description, status, 

implementation timetable or location. Moreover, CB RES projects should fully respect all 

relevant provisions under EU legislation, notably on sustainability of bioenergy, capacity 

allocation at the borders, unbundling, competition and state aid, biodiversity and 

environmental protection, as set out in the Delegated Regulation. 

68. How can islands get involved in CB RES projects? 

Participants from/representing islands, whether part of the EU Member States or third 

countries, are welcome to get involved in the CB RES projects, and can participate on the 

same basis as other potential applicants. 

In case an insular territory is not part of the EU, the requirements set out in the Article 11 of 

REDII apply, including the requirement to have a physical link between the cooperating 

countries established to allow electricity imports.   

69. Can different project promoters apply for CB RES status and CEF funding applications 

later on for the same project?  

Yes. The applicants as defined in the application for the CB RES status do not need to be the 

same as the applicants in the future CEF calls for studies/works. In any case the involvement 

of the promoter in the project and the capacity of the applicant to implement the project 

should be fully demonstrated in both cases.   

70. What if the project scope changes later, does it need to be updated before it applies for 

CEF grants?  

In case a project awarded a CB RES status changes radically in its fundamentals (scope, costs, 

location etc.) that were the basis for the CB RES status award in the first place, its promoter 

should notify the Commission at CINEA-CEF-RENEWABLES@ec.europa.eu as soon as 

possible, and no later than the time of its annual report on the progress pursuant to Article 

10(1) of the Delegated Regulation. On the basis of the information, the Commission will 

propose to the Group to decide on the status of the project. Subject to the decision of the 

Group on whether the change of the project is significant and it necessitates another 

evaluation on whether it complies with the criteria for CB RES status, the project might need 

to resubmit its application for status before applying for CEF grants.   

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0082.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:328:TOC
mailto:CINEA-CEF-RENEWABLES@ec.europa.eu
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.062.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A062%3ATOC
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71. When will the call for CEF funding for technical studies and works open, building on 

the results of the call for status? 

The first call for proposals for technical studies and works for CB RES projects is expected to 

be launched in the third or last quarter of 2022, following the adoption of the CB RES list. 

72. Please define what works could be eligible for CEF funding when having the CB RES 

status?  

As defined in the CEF regulation “works” means the purchase, supply and deployment of 

components, systems and services including software, the carrying-out of development and 

construction and installation activities relating to a project, the acceptance of installations and 

the launching of a project. These costs incurred as part of a CB RES project are therefore 

eligible under the CEF CB RES grants for works. 

73. For which CEF calls a CBA of the proposed project is required? 

According to the CEF Regulation, a project CBA is required in applications for funding for 

works, and in applications for the CB RES status.  

74. What is the total budget for CB RES projects under CEF? 

Of the CEF’s energy budget of EUR 5.83 billion in current prices, 15% (i.e. EUR 875 

million) is earmarked for CB RES projects for the 2021-2027 period, subject to market 

uptake. If the 15% threshold is reached, the Commission will increase the share to 20%, again 

subject to market uptake. 

75. Is it possible to combine CEF support for CB RES projects with national support 

schemes? 

All applicants are advised to get information about the national rules that apply to their 

projects and follow them. In terms of the EU framework, according to Article 17 of the CEF 

Regulation grants “may be used in combination with financing from the European Investment 

Bank or National Promotional Banks or other development and public financial institutions, 

as well as from private-sector finance institutions and private-sector investors, including 

through public private partnerships.”  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153&qid=1643121362787
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1153&qid=1643121362787
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76. Is CEF funding (if later) considered as state aid or not? 

No, CEF funding is not considered state aid, in line with the General Block Exemption 

Regulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0651&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0651&from=EN

