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Dear applicants, taking into account the impact of the outbreak of Covid-19 on our
society, we understand that the preparation of your application for the 2020 call for
proposals might prove to be more challenging this year. Therefore, we have decided
to grant you more time than usual to prepare and submit your concept note. Please
note that the application deadlines mentioned in this document take into account this
additional extension. We trust that the additional time will help you establish your
project consortium and gather all the necessary information. Please note that, for the
submission of concept notes, no administrative and/or physically signed declarations
are requested, the submission is entirely electronic. We are looking forward to
receiving your LIFE applications.

*k%k

The current guidelines apply to the preparation of concept notes/project proposals to
be submitted to the Contracting Authority under the LIFE sub-programme for
Environment. They are intended to help the applicant prepare the content of the
project proposal.

This document only applies to this call for LIFE project proposals ("LIFE 2020").
Furthermore, these guidelines only concern applications for the following types of
"traditional" projects in the priority area Nature and Biodiversity: "pilot projects",
"demonstration projects”, and "best practice projects". Separate guidance
documents are available on the LIFE web page for other components of the LIFE 2020
call.

The document LIFE Orientation Document (also available on the LIFE web page)
provides guidance to applicants on how to identify the most suitable LIFE sub-
programme and priority area under which they could submit their proposal. This
document also discusses the distinctions between LIFE and other EU direct funding
programmes.

The current guidelines are part of the call for proposals application package 2020
which also includes the following documents that should be carefully read before
submitting a LIFE proposal:

- Guide for the evaluation of LIFE project proposals

- Model LIFE Grant Agreement with Special and General Conditions

Applicants are invited to read the present guidelines in conjunction with the model
Grant Agreement that will be published with this call, as well as the financial rules
applicable to the general budget of the Union:

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/regulations/regulations_en.cfm



http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/regulations/regulations_en.cfm
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1. Introduction to LIFE

1.1 What is LIFE?

LIFE is the European Programme for the Environment and Climate Action, for the period
from 1 January 2014 until 31 December 2020. The legal basis for LIFE is Regulation (EU)
No 1293/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013*
(hereinafter "the LIFE Regulation”).

The LIFE Programme is structured in two sub-programmes: the sub-programme for
environment and the sub-programme for climate action.

The sub-programme for environment covers three priority areas:

e LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency

o LIFE Nature and Biodiversity

e LIFE Environmental Governance and Information
The thematic priorities for each priority area are further described in Annex Il to the LIFE
Regulation.

The sub-programme for climate action covers three priority areas:

¢ LIFE Climate Change Mitigation
e LIFE Climate Change Adaptation
o LIFE Climate Governance and Information

The overall financial envelope for the implementation of the LIFE Programme is EUR
3,456,655,000, 75% of which is allocated to the sub-programme for environment (EUR
2,592,491,250).

According to Article 17(4) of the LIFE Regulation, at least 81% of the total budget shall be
allocated to projects supported by way of action grants or, where appropriate, financial
instruments. The second LIFE Multiannual Work Programme covering the period 2018-2020
foresees a budget of EUR 1,243,817,750 for the sub-programme for environment?.

During the period 2014-2020, the Contracting Authority will publish one call for LIFE project
proposals per year under the LIFE Regulation.

1 Regulation (EU) No 1293/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013, published
in the Official Journal L 347/185 of 20 December 2013
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:1.:2013:347:0185:0208:EN:PDF

2 Commission Implementing Decision (2018/210/EU) of 12 February 2018 on the adoption of the LIFE multiannual
work programme for 2018-2020, OJ L39 of 13.02.2018, p.11-79;

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/T XT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018D0210&from=EN



http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:347:0185:0208:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018D0210&from=EN

1.2 "Traditional" Projects

Article 2 of the LIFE Regulation defines the various types of projects which may be supported
by the LIFE 2014-2020 programme.

These "traditional” types of projects are:

"pilot projects” means projects that apply a technique or method that has not been
applied or tested before, or elsewhere, and that offer potential environmental or
climate advantages compared to current best practice and that can subsequently be
applied on a larger scale to similar situations;

“‘demonstration projects” means projects that put into practice, test, evaluate and
disseminate actions, methodologies or approaches that are new or unknown in the
specific context of the project, such as the geographical, ecological, socio-economic
context, and that could be applied elsewhere in similar circumstances;

“best practice projects” means projects that apply appropriate, cost-effective, state-of-
the-art technigues, methods and approaches taking into account the specific context
of the project;

"information, awareness and dissemination projects" means projects aimed at
supporting communication, dissemination of information and awareness raising in the
fields of the sub-programmes for Environment and Climate Action.

In order for a project to be considered pilot/demonstrative, the overall character of its core
actions must be pilot/demonstrative. Although some best practice actions might be included
in the project proposal, the overall approach must clearly have a pilot/demonstrative
character and this should be justified in detail in the proposal.

The following table shows which type of project may be submitted to which priority area:

Types of Traditional
Projects Eligible

Sub-Programme Priority Area

Environment

Environment and
Resource Efficiency

Demonstration and pilot
projects

Environment

Nature and Biodiversity

Best practice,
demonstration, and pilot
projects

Environment

Environmental
Governance and
Information

Information, awareness
and dissemination
projects

Climate Action

Climate Change
Mitigation

Best practice,
demonstration, and pilot




projects
Climate Action Climate Change Best practice,
Adaptation demonstration, and pilot
projects
Climate Action Climate Governance and | Information, awareness
Information and dissemination
projects

The amount available for co-financing action grants for all types of "traditional" projects under
the Environment sub-programme is indicatively set at EUR 238 440 000

Projects financed by the LIFE Programme under one priority area shall avoid undermining
environmental or climate objectives in another priority area and, where possible, promote
synergies between different objectives as well as the use of green procurement.

1.3 Role of project topics

The LIFE multiannual work programme for 2018-2020 defines project topics implementing
the thematic priorities for the sub-programme for environment listed in Annex Il to the LIFE
Regulation for pilot, demonstration, best practice and information, awareness and
dissemination projects (“traditional" projects). They reflect the priorities on which projects
should focus during the relevant period. Eligible proposals that reach or pass the minimum
pass scores (see section 5.1.1 of the LIFE multiannual work programme for 2018-2020) and
target a relevant project topic will be given priority over projects of comparable quality that do
not fall under one of the project topics. See also the Guide for the evaluation of LIFE project
proposals 2020 for further details on scoring of proposals.

1.4 How, where and when to submit a proposal?

Project submission procedure will be organised in two stages:
o Stage 1. Concept note

e Stage 2: Full proposal

Stage 1. Concept Note

Concept notes should be submitted through the online tool eProposal, available via the LIFE
web page. The application tool contains all administrative (A), technical (B) and financial (F)
forms required to submit a Concept Note.



For complete details regarding the application forms relevant at Stage 1, please refer to
section 3 of this document. For complete details regarding the use of the eProposal tool,
please refer to Annex 3 of this document.

Applicants must submit their concept notes to the Contracting Authority via eProposal before
16/07/2020, 16:00 Brussels local time.

The concept note can be modified, validated and (re)submitted as many times as needed
until the deadline. You are recommended to submit your draft(s) regularly during the entire
submission period to avoid last minutes issues with your internet connection of other IT
related failures. Each subsequent submission overwrites the previously submitted version
(earlier versions are not archived and are therefore not available anymore).

Stage 2: Full proposal

The applicants with the best ranked concept notes will be invited (see Annex 1) to submit a
full proposal using the web tool eProposal available via the LIFE web page.

The application tool contains all administrative (A), technical (B and C) and financial (F)
forms required, and functionalities to attach relevant documents (maps, photos, diagrams,
graphs, mandatory administrative and financial annexes). For complete details regarding the
application forms, please refer to section 3 of this document. For complete details regarding
the use of the eProposal tool, please refer to Annex 3 of this document.

Applicants invited to submit their full proposals to the Contracting Authority via eProposal will
have to do it by the deadline communicated in Stage 2 invitation letter.

The proposal can be modified, validated and (re)submitted as many times as needed
until the Stage 2 submission deadline. You are recommended to submit your draft(s)
regularly during the entire submission period to avoid last minutes issues with your
internet connection of other IT related failures. Each subsequent submission overwrites
the previously submitted version (earlier versions are not archived and are therefore not
available anymore).

For the proposals covered by these guidelines the Contracting Authority is the Executive
Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME).

When preparing the proposal, the applicants may wish to consult the relevant LIFE National
Contact Point; the complete list of the names and contact addresses of the national/regional
authorities for LIFE in the Member States can be found on the LIFE website at

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/life-national-contact-points




1.5 How will LIFE projects be selected?

The technical methodology for the project selection procedure and the selection and award
criteria are described in section 5 of the LIFE multiannual work programme for 2018-2020.
For a detailed description of how this procedure will be implemented, please refer to the
'‘Guide for the evaluation of LIFE project proposals 2020'.

Very important: Please note that the e-mail address specified by the applicant as the
contact person's e-mail address in form A2 will be used by the Contracting Authority
as the single contact point for all correspondence with the applicant during the
evaluation procedure. It should therefore correspond to an e-mail account which is
valid, active and checked on a daily basis throughout the duration of the evaluation

procedure.

The earliest possible starting date of projects is defined in Annex 1.

1.6 General Guidance to Applicants

The current chapter replies to some frequently asked questions on how to conceive a LIFE
project proposal. For specific guidelines, see section 2; for recommendation on how to fill in
the technical and financial forms, please refer to section 3 of this document.

1.6.1 In which language may the concept note/full proposal be submitted?

The concept note must be submitted in English.

As for the full proposal, the Contracting Authority strongly recommends that applicants fill in
the technical part and especially the financial part of the proposal in clear English only,
although they may also be submitted in any of the official EU languages, except Irish.

Note that the grant agreement, project management, formal reporting, key deliverables and
all communication with the Contracting Authority will have to be in English.

The title of the proposal and form B1 ("Summary description of the project”) must always be
submitted in English. Form B1 may, in addition, also be submitted in the language of the
proposal.

1.6.2 Who may submit a proposal?
A proposal may be submitted by any legal person registered in the European Union.
Entities participating in the proposal may fall into three types of beneficiaries: (1) public

bodies, (2) private commercial organisations and (3) private non-commercial organisations
(including NGOs).

The term "public bodies" is defined as referring to national public authorities, regardless of
their form of organisation — central, regional or local structure — or the various bodies under



their control, provided these operate on behalf of and under the responsibility of the national
public authority concerned. In the case of entities registered as private law bodies wishing to
be considered for the purpose of this call as equivalent to "public law bodies", they should
provide evidence proving that they comply with all criteria applicable to bodies governed by
public law and in the event the organisation stops its activities, its rights and obligations,
liability and debts will be transferred to a public body. For a complete definition, please refer
to the annex "Public body declaration”, which must be completed by all beneficiaries that
wish to be considered and treated as a 'public body'. The only exception concerns those
central (e.g.: Ministry) and local administrations (e.g.: Provinces, Municipalities, Regions etc.)
whose nature of 'public body' is clear.

Please note that so called 'Sole traders' (i.e. entities owned and run by one individual and
where there is no legal distinction between the owner and the business) are considered
natural persons and are therefore not eligible to participate as beneficiary or affiliate in this
call.

Please refer to the 'Guide for the evaluation of LIFE project proposals 2020 of Environment
Sub-programme' for full details regarding the compulsory administrative documents which
are required with the proposal depending on the legal status of the coordinating beneficiary.

Once a proposal has been accepted for co-funding, the applicant will become the
coordinating beneficiary who is responsible for ensuring the implementation of the project.
The coordinating beneficiary will be the single point of contact for the Contracting Authority
and will be the only beneficiary to report directly to the Contracting Authority on the project's
technical and financial progress.

The coordinating beneficiary receives the EU financial contribution from the Contracting
Authority and ensures its distribution as specified in the partnership agreements established
with the associated beneficiaries (if there are any — see below). The coordinating beneficiary
must be directly involved in the technical implementation of the project and in the
dissemination of the project results.

The coordinating beneficiary must bear part of the project costs and must thus contribute
financially to the project budget. It cannot therefore be reimbursed for 100% of the costs that
it incurs.

The coordinating beneficiary must show its legal status (by completing application form A2)
confirming legal registration in the EU.

In addition to the coordinating beneficiary, a LIFE proposal may also involve one or more
associated beneficiaries and/or one or more project co-financiers.

The associated beneficiary must always contribute technically and financially to the
proposal and hence be responsible for the implementation of one or several project actions.
Furthermore, it must provide the coordinator beneficiary with all the necessary documents
required for the fulfilment of its reporting obligations to the Contracting Authority.

There is no pre-defined number of associated beneficiaries to be involved in a LIFE proposal.
A proposal that is submitted without any participant other than the coordinating beneficiary
itself is eligible. On the other hand, a beneficiary should not hesitate to associate other
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beneficiaries, if this would bring an added value to the project, such as when the partnership
strengthens the feasibility or the demonstration character of the proposal, its European
added value, its impact and/or the transfer of its results and lessons learnt.

Public undertakings whose capital is publicly owned and which are considered an instrument
or a technical service of a public administration, and which are subject to the public
administration's control, but are in effect separate legal entities, must become beneficiaries if
a public administration intends to entrust the implementation of certain project actions to
these undertakings®.

Exceptionally an associated beneficiary may be legally registered outside the European
Union if the actions outside the EU it is responsible for are (the coordinating beneficiary of
the project shall, in any case, be based in the EU) necessary to achieve EU environmental
objectives and to ensure the effectiveness of interventions carried out in the Member State
territories to which the Treaties apply. In other words, the participation of an entity
established outside the EU that will only contribute with the know-how or will collaborate to
implement actions in the EU will not be considered as sufficient.

All associated beneficiaries must show their legal status (by completing application form A5),
and provide full information on the Member State or third country in which they are
registered. In addition all beneficiaries whether registered or not in the EU must declare that
they are not in any of the situations foreseen under art. 136(1), 136(4) and 141 of the EU
Financial Regulation* (by signing the application form A3 or A4 — see instructions in section 3
of this document).

For private beneficiaries, the Contracting Authority may accept that affiliated entities to a
beneficiary participate in a project as long as all conditions listed in the Model Grant
Agreement and its Annex X (Financial and Administrative Guidelines) are fulfilled. However,
the association of entities as affiliates may complicate the project structure and thus have a
negative impact on the technical and financial coherence of the project. It is therefore entirely
in the Contracting Authority's administrative discretion to accept affiliates, and in_no case will
affiliated entities be accepted for public beneficiaries or entities that do not comply with the
description of affiliated entities hereafter.

Affiliated entities need to comply with the eligibility and exclusion criteria applying to
applicants and should have a structural link with the beneficiary concerned (i.e. a legal or
capital link) that is neither limited to the project nor established for the sole purpose of the
project implementation (so the link would exist independently of the award of the grant; it
should exist before the call for proposals and remain valid after the end of the project).

As affiliated entities could be accepted those directly controlled by the beneficiary (i.e.
daughter companies or first-tier subsidiaries), entities controlling the beneficiary (mother
company) OR in case of Memberships, the beneficiary has to be legally defined as a
network, federation, association in which the proposed affiliated entities participate. However,

3 This is the case for example in Spain for "empresas publicas" such as TRAGSA, or EGMASA and in Greece for
regional development agencies

4 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the
financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No
1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014,
(EU) No 283/2014, and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012, OJ L
193, 30.7.2018, p. 1.
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if several beneficiaries want to work with the same 'affiliate', the 'affiliate' should be proposed
as 'beneficiary' instead.

If you consider using young volunteers for specific actions, please consider applying for the
European Solidarity Corps calls. The European Solidarity Corps (ESC) is conceived to offer
young people between 18 and 30 in Europe the chance to support a non-governmental
organisation (NGO), local authority or private company active in addressing challenging
situations across the European Union. For further information:
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity/organisation_info_en .

A project co-financier only contributes to the project with financial resources, has no
technical responsibilities, and cannot benefit from the EU financial contribution. Furthermore,
it cannot act, in the context of the project, as a sub-contractor to any of the project's
beneficiaries.

For specific tasks of a fixed duration, a proposal may foresee the use of sub-contractors.
Sub-contractors provide external services to the project beneficiaries who fully pay for the
services provided. Beneficiaries (including their affiliated entities) may not act as sub-
contractors. Sub-contractors should normally not be identified by name in the proposal; if
they are, the General Conditions of the Model LIFE Grant Agreement must still be respected.

For a more detailed description of the respective rules related to the coordinating beneficiary,
associated beneficiaries, affiliates, co-financiers and sub-contractors, please refer to the
General Conditions of the Model LIFE Grant Agreement.

For UK applicants: Please be aware that following the entry into force of the EU-UK
Withdrawal Agreement* on 1 February 2020 and in particular Articles 127(6), 137
and 138, the references to legal persons established in a Member State of the
European Union are to be understood as including legal persons established in the
United Kingdom. UK legal persons are therefore eligible to participate under this
call.

*Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from
the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community.

1.6.3 What is the optimal budget for a LIFE project?

There is no fixed minimum size for project budgets. While large ambitious projects (i.e. over
5,000,000 Euro total costs) have been financed several times in the past, small projects (i.e.
below 500,000 Euro total costs) have seldom succeeded due to the limited output and
consequently the low added value.

1.6.4 What is the maximum rate of EU co-financing under LIFE?

For the duration of the second LIFE multiannual work programme for 2018-2020, the
maximum EU co-financing rate for "traditional" LIFE projects is 55% of the total eligible
project costs. An exception is made for "traditional” LIFE projects in the priority area Nature
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and Biodiversity under the sub-programme Environment for which the EU co-funding rate
can go up to 60%, or 75% in specific cases.®

The payment schedule foreseen is the following:

1st pre-financing
(might be subjectto | Further
the receipt of a pre- Final

financial guarantee) | financing(s) | payment

No Mid-term report (for projects with
a duration of 24 months or less and
where the Union contribution is less
than or equal to EUR 300,000) 70% 0% | max. 30%
One Mid-term report (for projects with
a duration exceeding 24 months or
where the Union contribution exceeds
EUR 300,000) 30% 40% | max. 30%
Two Mid-term reports (upon request
of the coordinating beneficiary and
only in case of projects with a duration
of 48 months and where the Union
contribution exceeds EUR 4,000,000) 30% 20% | max. 30%

1.6.5 How much should project beneficiaries contribute to the project budget?

The coordinating beneficiary and any associated beneficiaries are expected to provide a
reasonable financial contribution to the project budget. A beneficiary's financial contribution
is considered as a proof of its commitment to the implementation of the project objectives — a
very low financial contribution may therefore be considered as an absence or lack of
commitment.

A proposal cannot be submitted if the financial contribution of any of the beneficiaries to the
proposal budget is EUR 0.

Moreover, where public bodies are involved as coordinating and/or associated beneficiaries
in a project, the sum of their financial contributions to the project budget must exceed (by at
least 2%) the sum of the salary costs charged to the project for personnel who are not
considered 'additional'. For details, please refer to section 3.4 of this document.

1.6.6 What is the optimal starting date and duration for a project?

When preparing the project's time planning, beneficiaries should be aware of the expected
date of the signature of the grant agreements for the LIFE 2020 projects as indicated in
Annex 1.. The earliest possible starting date for these projects is also defined in Annex 1.
Any costs incurred before the project's starting date will not be considered eligible and
cannot be included in the project budget. There is no pre-determined project duration for a

5 This higher co-financing rate of 75% is only applicable to projects allocating 50% or more of the total estimated cost
for concrete conservation actions to activities directly benefitting priority habitats or species of the Birds and Habitats
Directives, when actions in the project are necessary to achieve the conservation objective.

13



LIFE project. Generally speaking, the project duration must correspond to what is necessary
to complete all of the project's actions and to reach all its objectives. On average projects last
for 3-5 years.

Only under exceptional circumstances, the Contracting Authority may decide to grant an
extension of the project duration. The experience of the previous LIFE Programmes has
shown that many projects had difficulties completing all actions within the proposed project
duration, mostly due to unforeseen delays and difficulties encountered during the project.
Beneficiaries are therefore strongly advised to build an appropriate safety margin (e.g. 6
months) into the timetable of their proposal.

Beneficiaries should also be aware that a project that has completed all of its actions prior to
the expected end date can submit its final report ahead of schedule and receive its final
payment before the official project end date mentioned in the grant agreement.

1.6.7 Where can a LIFE project take place?

LIFE projects shall take place in the territory of the European Union Member States. The
LIFE Programme may also finance activities outside the EU and in overseas countries and
territories® (OCTS), provided that the coordinating beneficiary is based in the EU and strong
evidence is provided that the activities to be carried out outside the EU are necessary to
achieve EU environmental objectives and to ensure the effectiveness of interventions carried
out in the Member State territories to which the Treaties apply (e.g. actions aimed at the
conservation of migratory birds in wintering areas or actions implemented on a trans
boundary river). Please note that this is clearly an exception as normally actions should be
carried out in the EU. However, when the problem at stake cannot be addressed successfully
or efficiently unless actions are carried out also in non-EU countries, this will be possible.
Qualitative and quantitative evidence to justify the need for those actions outside the EU
must be given in the description of each of these actions in the relevant forms.

1.6.8 Who should manage a LIFE project?

It is expected that the project management is carried out by the staff of the coordinating
beneficiary. However, on the basis of an appropriate justification it may be carried out by an
associated beneficiary or by sub-contractor under the coordinating beneficiary's direct
control. Very often a proper project management implies the involvement of a full-time project
manager for a smooth coordination and implementation of the project.

The proposal should clearly describe who will be in charge of the project management, how
much personnel and time will be devoted to this task and how and by whom decisions on the
project will be made during the project period (i.e. how and by whom the project
management will be controlled).

1.6.9 Outsourcing of project activities

The beneficiaries should have the technical and financial capacity and competency to carry
out the proposed project activities. It is therefore expected that the share of the project

& In accordance with Article 6 of the LIFE Regulation and Decision 2001/822/EC (the Overseas Association
Decision)
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budget allocated to external assistance should remain below 35%. Higher shares may only
be accepted if an adequate justification for this is provided in the project proposal.

The General Conditions of the Model LIFE Grant Agreement must be respected for any
external assistance.

In line with Article 19(3) of the Regulation, beneficiaries (public and private) are strongly
advised to use "green" procurement. The European Commission has established a toolkit for
this purpose. More information can be found at
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/toolkit _en.htm

1.6.10 Under which conditions does LIFE favour transnational projects?

The LIFE Regulation indicates that, while selecting the projects to be co-funded, the
Contracting Authority shall have special regard to transnational projects, when transnational
cooperation is essential to guarantee environmental or nature protection. On the basis of
award criterion 6, additional points will be given to a proposal if there is sufficient evidence
for an added value of the transnational approach. If such evidence can be provided, the
proposal will be considered for a higher scoring in the project selection process and will
therefore have a higher chance of being selected for co-funding.

N.B. The meaning of "transnational" as foreseen in the LIFE Regulation only covers
cooperation among Member States as well as cooperation among Member States and third
countries participating in the LIFE Programme under article 5 of the LIFE Regulation.
Activities outside the Union or in overseas countries and territories, while possible as
foreseen under article 6 of the LIFE Regulation, will not entail additional points under award
criterion 6.

1.6.11 How voluminous should a LIFE proposal be?

A proposal should be as concise and clear as possible. Applicants should avoid voluminous
proposals and should not provide excessively detailed descriptions of project areas,
environmental technologies, lists of species, etc.

Clear and detailed descriptions should, however, be provided for all project actions. Maps
should be annexed wherever this would be useful to clarify the location of the proposed
actions (note that they are obligatory in some cases).

Brochures, CVs and similar documents should not be submitted and will be ignored if
provided.

1.6.12 Ongoing activities
Actions already ongoing before the start of the project are not eligible.

Where actions to be undertaken in the project are significantly different from previous or
ongoing activities in terms of frequency or intensity they are not considered ongoing. The
applicant must provide adequate information in the proposal that allows to assess this
aspect.

Exceptionally, in case of actions that were undertaken and completed in the past and that are
proposed to be repeated at a similar frequency or intensity during the project, the applicant
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must provide evidence that such actions would not have been carried out in the absence of
the LIFE project.

1.6.13 Sustainability of the project and its actions

LIFE projects represent a considerable investment, and the European Union attaches great
importance to the long term sustainability of these investments. The sustainability of the
project results in the medium and long term is understood as the capacity to maintain them
after project implementation, be it by continuation, by replication or by transfer. It is obligatory
that throughout the duration of the project, the beneficiaries consider how these investments
will be secured, maintained, developed and made use of or replicated/transferred during or
after the end of the project. Successful continuation, replication and/or transfer require a
strategy including tasks to multiply the impacts of the projects’ solutions and mobilise a wider
uptake, reaching a critical mass during the project and/or in a short and medium term
perspective after the end of the LIFE project. This goes beyond transfer of knowledge and
networking, and involves putting the solutions developed and/or applied in the project into
practice beyond the project period, elsewhere or for a different purpose.

1.6.14 Research activities and large infrastructure

Whereas EU funding for research activities is provided under Horizon 2020 — the Framework
Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)’, limited research aimed to improve
and enhance the knowledge data underpinning the project may be carried out within a LIFE
project. Research must be strictly limited and intrinsically related to the project's objectives
and the applicant shall explain in detail how the proper implementation of the project relies
on these research activities, showing that the existing scientific basis is insufficient, and how
the additional knowledge will be used to implement the project actions. In such a case,
scientific publications are considered important deliverables of the project.

Projects dedicated to the construction of large infrastructure do not fall within the scope of
the LIFE Programme and are therefore not eligible. A project is considered to be dedicated to
the construction of large infrastructure if the actual cost® of a "single item of infrastructure”
exceeds € 500,000. A "single item of infrastructure" means all elements as described in form
F4a that are physically bound to ensure the functionality of the infrastructural investment
(e.g. for an eco-duct the bridge, barriers, signposting, etc.). Such amount may be
exceptionally exceeded if full technical justification is provided in the proposal, demonstrating
the necessity of the infrastructure for ensuring an effective contribution to the objectives of
Articles 10, 11 or 12 of the LIFE Regulation.

1.6.15 Complementarity with other EU funding programmes

According to Article 8 of the LIFE Regulation, activities supported from the LIFE Programme
must ensure consistency and synergies, and avoid overlap with other funding programmes of
the Union. In particular, the Contracting Authority and the Member States must ensure
coordination with the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the
Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, the European
Maritime and Fisheries Fund and Horizon 2020.

" Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 laying
down the rules for participation and dissemination in "Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research
and Innovation (2014-2020)" and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1906/2006 (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 81).

8 Actual cost: Full cost of the infrastructure without applying any depreciation.
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It is thus essential that, prior to submitting their proposal to the Contracting Authority,
beneficiaries check thoroughly whether the actions proposed under their project in practice
could be, or are, funded through other EU funds.

The beneficiaries must inform the Contracting Authority about any related funding they have
received from the EU budget, as well as any related ongoing applications for funding from
the EU budget. The beneficiaries must also check that they are not receiving on-going
operating grants from LIFE (or other EU programmes) that could lead to double financing.

Failure to signal this in the appropriate form A7 might lead to rejection of the proposal.

Please note that this is an area of growing concern, evidence shows that an increasing
number of similar or same proposals are submitted to various programmes.
Increasingly severe checks and cross-checks are carried out by the contracting
authority. Failure to declare that the same or a similar proposal has been submitted to
another programme (or worst, already even partly financed) may have serious
consequences.

In addition, at the project revision stage, the national authority may also be required to
indicate the steps taken to ensure the coordination and complementarity of LIFE funding with
other EU funding programmes.

On the contrary, projects that show synergies with EU policies different than those covered
by the LIFE programme and with other EU funding mechanisms, will receive bonus points in
the evaluation phase (Award criterion 6) depending on the extent and quality of such
synergies. An example of such synergies could be a project aimed at improving waste
management that simultaneously increases social integration.

1.6.16 Proposals following or based on previous LIFE projects

If the applicant is proposing a continuation of a previous LIFE project, he should clearly
describe in form A7 why a further project phase is needed and how this will complement the
results achieved with the previous project. The applicant should also explain when
discussing sustainability (form B6), how a further continuation would be ensured with
resources other than the LIFE programme. Last, but not least, in the description of every key
action (C-forms) the applicant should provide precise information on how this action builds
upon and complements the similar action carried out in the previous project phase.

Applicants should also show that they have taken into consideration other LIFE projects
financed that addressed a similar issue. They will need to explain how their proposal builds
upon or differs from the others and how it will coordinate with them if those projects are still
on-going.

During the evaluation process these aspects will be carefully checked. Failure to provide full
details on these aspects will have a negative impact on the final score.

1.6.17 Quantification of environmental benefits

The improved performances/advantages introduced by the proposed solution must be
guantified in terms of the expected environmental benefits. They must be concrete, realistic
and quantified as far as possible and must be presented in a life-cycle reasoning where
relevant. This must be done by clearly comparing them to the state-of-play estimated or
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measured at the outset of the project. In this regard as far as the full proposal is concerned,
consistency shall be ensured between environmental benefits described in the relevant forms
and values reported in the table on LIFE Key project level indicators.

1.6.18 Coordination requirements for multiple proposals aimed at the same/similar
issue

Evidence shows that an increasing humber of proposals aimed at the same or at a similar
issue are submitted, often in the same Member State without a clear rational and
coordination mechanism. This happens more frequently in the Nature and Biodiversity
priority area.

To avoid such situations applicants are strongly encouraged to consult with National
Contact Points (https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/life-national-contact-points)
to check whether the topic they are addressing is being addressed also by other
applicants. If this is the case, applicants are encouraged to seek cooperation to avoid
possible overlaps and increase synergies.

1.6.19 May | give financial support to third parties as part of a LIFE traditional project?

Under specific conditions laid down in the Grant Agreement, beneficiaries may provide
financial support to third parties in order to assist entities outside the project partnership (e.g.
non-profit organisations, local authorities or citizens groups) in the implementation or
development of local initiatives that will contribute to the project’s objectives.

Applicants should explain clearly why they wish to provide financial support to third parties,
how they will manage the process and provide a list of the different types of activities for
which a third party may receive financial support. The proposal must also clearly describe the
results to be obtained.

These costs are eligible only if:

a) This type of support is foreseen in the proposal, described and justified as requested
above;

b) The criteria for allocation and financial support are transparent, non-discriminatory and
clearly documented;

¢) The support is provided to legal entities and regulated by specific contracts;

d) The maximum amount allocated to any third party involved may not exceed EUR 20,000
and the total amount of such costs overall may not exceed EUR 100,000 during the lifetime
of the project.

1.7 Personal Data Protection

The personal data supplied with your proposal, notably the name, address and other contact
information of the beneficiaries and co-financiers, will be placed in a database named ESAP
that will be made available to the EU Institutions and agencies, as well as to a team of
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external evaluators who are bound by a confidentiality agreement. ESAP is used exclusively
to manage the evaluation of LIFE proposals.

The same personal data of successful projects will be transferred to another database called
BUTLER, which will be made available to the EU Institutions and agencies and to an external
monitoring team who are bound by a confidentiality agreement. BUTLER is used exclusively
to manage LIFE projects.

A summary of each project, including the name and contact information of the coordinating
beneficiary, will be placed on the LIFE website and made available to the general public. At
a certain point the coordinating beneficiary will be invited to check the accuracy of this
summary.

The list of successful beneficiaries and the relative amounts awarded to the projects selected
will also be published in a public database called the Financial Transparency System®.

The Contracting Authority, or its contractors, may also use the personal data of unsuccessful
applicants for follow up actions in connection with future applications.

Throughout this process, data will be processed pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 2018/1725
on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the EU
institutions, bodies, offices and agencies. Unless indicated otherwise, the questions and any
personal data requested that are required to evaluate the application in accordance with the
specifications of the call for proposal will be processed solely for that purpose by the Head of
Unit LIFE and CIP Eco-innovation of EASME.

Details concerning the processing of personal data are available on the privacy statement at:
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sites/easme-site/files/privacy-statement-calls-easme.pdf

Personal data may be registered in the Early Detection and Exclusion System by the
EASME, should the beneficiary be in one of the situations mentioned in Articles 136 and 141
of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046[1] For more information see the Privacy Statement
on: https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sites/easme-site/files/privacy-statement-calls-easme.pdf.

Submission of a proposal implies that you accept that the personal data contained in your
proposal is made available as described above. It will not be used in any other way or for
any other purposes than those described above.

9 Financial Transparency System (FTS) - European Commission
Whttps://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/T XT/2uri=CELEX%3A32018R1046
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2. LIFE Nature and Biodiversity

2.1 What is LIFE Nature and Biodiversity?

LIFE Nature & Biodiversity aims specifically at contributing to the development and
implementation of EU policy and legislation in the area of nature and biodiversity. Projects
financed must have a European added value and be complementary to those actions that
can be financed under other EU funds during the period 2014—-2020.

The priority area LIFE Nature & Biodiversity focuses on:

- contributing to the development and implementation of EU policy and legislation in
the area of nature and biodiversity, in the Union Biodiversity Strategy to 2020°, and
the Birds and Habitats Directives'?';

- supporting the further development, implementation and management of the Natura
2000 network; and

- improving the knowledge base for the development, implementation, assessment,
monitoring and evaluation of EU nature and biodiversity policy and legislation, and for
assessing and monitoring factors, pressures and responses that impact on nature
and biodiversity.

There are two distinct sectors of projects which are intended to complement each other: LIFE
Nature projects and LIFE Biodiversity projects. A proposed project submitted under the
priority area LIFE Nature & Biodiversity must either be a LIFE Nature or a LIFE
Biodiversity project.

Annex Il of the LIFE Regulation describes the thematic priorities for each of these two
sectors as follows:

Thematic priorities for LIFE Nature projects: activities for the implementation of the
Birds and/or Habitats Directives in particular:

() Activities aimed at improving the conservation status of habitats and species,
including marine habitat and species, and bird species, of Union interest;

(i) Activities in support of the Natura 2000 network bio-geographical seminars;
(i) Integrated approaches for the implementation of prioritised action frameworks.

Thematic priorities for LIFE Biodiversity projects: activities for the implementation of
the Union Biodiversity Strategy to 2020, in particular:

(i) Activities aimed at contributing to the achievement of Target 2'2;

(i) Activities aimed at contributing to the achievement of Targets 313, 44 and 5%°.

10 COM (2011) 244 Final — Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/2020.htm

11 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the conservation of wild birds
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2010:020:0007:0025:EN:PDF

Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild flora and fauna
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/leqgislation/habitatsdirective/index _en.htm,

12 Target 2: Maintain and restore ecosystems and their services
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Thus LIFE Nature relates specifically to the objectives of the Birds and Habitats Directives,
while LIFE Biodiversity is not restricted to the objectives of the Birds and Habitats Directives,
but supports the broader implementation of the Union Biodiversity Strategy to 2020. A
nature conservation project that targets exclusively species/habitats of the Birds / Habitats
Directives should normally be submitted as a LIFE Nature project. Other projects are more
likely to fit better within the requirements of LIFE Biodiversity (N.B. Proposals submitted
under NAT or BIO will be evaluated accordingly, no reclassification will be possible).

Notwithstanding the above, it should be noted that the Natura 2000 network of protected
areas is still the EU's main contribution in our fight against the loss of biodiversity. Within the
classic LIFE Nature projects most of the targets listed in the Union Biodiversity Strategy to
2020 may be effectively addressed in the context of the Natura 2000 network: e.g. control of
invasive alien species may be addressed through control and eradication in and around
Natura 2000 sites, developing green infrastructure through the connectivity dimension of the
network and maintaining or enhancing ecosystem services (like flood protection, improving
water quality etc.) through nature conservation activities resulting in the preservation or
enhancement of these functions for a site or for the whole network in a region.

LIFE Biodiversity addresses targets 2 to 5 of the Union Biodiversity Strategy to 2020. The
most appropriate LIFE Biodiversity projects use innovation, or explore sectors and processes
that have not been the target of classic LIFE Nature projects. Applicants should carefully
read the project topics for LIFE Biodiversity to understand for which themes best practice
would be relevant.

LIFE Nature and LIFE Biodiversity projects should be primarily focussed on nature
conservation and/or on halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem
services. A project that may have a positive but secondary impact on nature and biodiversity
and whose main objective is in relation to another environmental thematic priority (e.g.
water) should not be submitted under LIFE Nature and Biodiversity. Please refer to the
documents 'LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency, Guidelines for applicants 2020' and
'LIFE Orientation Document'. A project on nature conservation and/or on halting the loss of
biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services that essentially consists of targeting
awareness raising campaigns should be submitted under LIFE Environmental Governance
and Information.

Only wild flora and fauna and natural and semi-natural habitats may be targeted by LIFE
Nature & Biodiversity projects. Projects, or actions within projects that target the
conservation of domestic species or varieties of plants or animals are not eligible.

While the largest part of Natura 2000 is composed by areas where human activities have
heavily shaped nature and landscape, there are still some significant examples of wilderness
or close to wilderness areas. The Commission published the Guidelines for management of
wilderness in Natura 2000 showing that a special attention should be dedicated to these
precious areas. In the European context, and the Natura 2000 network in particular, it is

13 Target 3: Increase the contribution of agriculture and forestry to biodiversity

14 Target 4: Ensure the sustainable use of fisheries resources

15 Target 5: Combat Invasive Alien Species

16 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/wilderness/pdf/WildernessGuidelines.pdf
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important to notice that there is a spectrum of more or less wild areas according to the
intensity of human intervention. In that sense, wilderness is a relative concept which can be
measured along a ‘continuum’, with wilderness at one end and marginal used land at the
other. Re-wilding is a process to move areas up towards a wilder state, where the final stage
is wilderness. This process is based on using natural processes for establishing sustainable
and cost-effective management systems of Natura 2000 sites as a way to avoid recurring
management activities. Applicants may consider this approach whenever the conditions
would indicate this could be the most cost-effective approach to ensure the favourable
conservation status of habitats and species. This would clearly not be a substitute to best
practices currently used, but could be tested as a complementary way of biodiversity
conservation for species and habitats identified in the Habitats and Birds Directives. Where
relevant, applicants are invited to consider the guidelines mentioned above when preparing
their proposals.

Natura 2000 is the largest network of protected areas in the world. Much of the network is
privately owned. Making Natura2000 a success will only be possible through a wider active
involvement of private owners and land users.

This issue has been analysed in two documents?!’ that provide detailed information on private
land conservation in the EU comparing it to similar initiatives in other parts of the world.

Private land conservation is now one of the actions in the Action Plan for Nature, People and
Economy®®. Two LIFE Preparatory Projects!® have been financed and aim at further
developing private land conservation initiatives and at setting up the European Land
Conservation Network.

Applicants are invited to also consider private land conservation in their project design and to
take stock of the experience and knowledge available. Coordination with the preparatory
projects mentioned before should also be considered whenever relevant.

More than a half of bird and fish species listed in the Directives has been already considered
in LIFE projects in the past. On the other hand, there is a large number of species among
invertebrates, reptiles or vascular plants that have been widely unaddressed in projects so
far.

In this context the applicants are invited to consider the recommendation of 2018 LIFE
Platform meeting on Invertebrates which concluded that invertebrates were still not well
represented in LIFE programme. It is recommended that such projects focus on habitat
guality for the targeted species and on habitat connectivity in specific cases. In addition,
these projects should always focus on improving public perception of invertebrates and

" LIFE and Land stewardship:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/life/publications/lifepublications/generalpublications/documents/life _la
nd_stewardship.pdf

Alternative Ways to Support Private Land Conservation:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/life/publications/lifepublications/generalpublications/documents/suppo
rt_land conservation.pdf

18 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm

19 Land Is Forever (LIFE LIFE): https://www.europeanlandowners.org/projects/land-is-for-ever;

European Private Land Conservation Network (LIFE ELCN): http://www.elcn.eu/
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communicate the importance of invertebrates for biodiversity and in terms of their functional
role (e.g. pollination).

2.2 LIFE Nature

2.2.1 General scope and objectives

LIFE Nature projects aim to support the further development, implementation and
management of the Natura 2000 network in particular by applying, developing, testing and
demonstrating approaches, best practices and solutions.

Projects should be designed to provide EU added value in terms of coverage, conservation
benefit, replicability, transferability and transnational scope.

With an area that is currently covering almost 18% of the terrestrial surface of the EU
Member States, plus over 217,000 square kilometres of marine area, Natura 2000 is the
central backbone for biodiversity in the European Union. However, even within the Natura
2000 network, a substantial part of flora, fauna and natural habitat types of Union interest, as
defined by the EU Birds and Habitats Directives, is still in an unfavourable conservation
status. Natura 2000 is also at the heart of Europe's Green Infrastructure, providing benefits
through multiple ecosystem services.

For the years to come, projects for improving the management and/or for restoring sites of
the Natura 2000 network will therefore remain the first priority for LIFE Nature funding. The
species and habitats targeted in LIFE Nature projects must be listed in the annexes of the
EU Birds (2009/147/EC) and Habitats Directives (92/43/EEC).

LIFE Nature projects are usually focussed on concrete conservation measures and are
result-oriented, i.e. their implementation must lead to direct and sustainable improvements
of the conservation status of species and habitats for which sites are proposed or
designated.

The eligibility of project actions under the LIFE Nature strand depends on the species and/or
habitats targeted and can be distinguished as follows:

Site-based actions:

e Bird species targeted by site-based actions must be listed in Annex | of the Birds
Directive or be regularly occurring migratory bird species.

e Any habitat types / species other than bird species targeted must be listed in Annexes
| or 1l of the Habitats Directive. Site-based actions for Annex IV species not listed in
Annex Il may be possible under certain conditions (see section 2.4.3).

Species-related (i.e. not site-based) actions:
e Bird species targeted must be listed in Annex | or Il of the Birds Directive or be

regularly occurring migratory bird species.

e Any species other than bird species targeted must be listed in Annexes I, IV and/or V
of the Habitats Directive.
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2.2.2 Geographic scope

LIFE Nature projects must take place on the terrestrial and/or marine territory of the EU
Member States where the EU Birds and Habitats Directives apply?®. However, specific
actions outside the Union may be financed as long as the applicant provides full details on
why such actions are necessary for the achievement of the EU environmental objectives and
to ensure the effectiveness of interventions carried out in the Member State territories to
which the Treaties apply. Transnational cooperation is encouraged where it improves the
effectiveness of EU-added value of the project actions.

2.2.3 Project topics

According to the LIFE multiannual work programme for 2018-2020, the following project
topics contributing to Target 1 of the Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 to fully implement the
Birds and Habitats Directives are given priority:

1. Improvement of the conservation status of habitat types or species of Community
Interest?* under the EU Birds and Habitats directives, targeting Natura 2000 sites proposed
or designated for these habitat types or species??.

2. Projects aimed at improving the conservation status of habitat types or species of
Community Interest, provided, their status is not ‘favourable/secure and not declining’ or
‘unknown’ according to the most recent overall assessments that Member States have
provided at the relevant geographic level according to Article 17 of the Habitats Directive or
to the most recent assessments according to Article 12 Birds Directive and EU-level bird
assessments.

3. Implementing the marine component of the Habitats and Birds Directives and related
provisions under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive descriptor 1, where such projects
focus on one or several of the following actions:

— completing and finalising national inventories for setting up the offshore marine Natura
2000 network of sites,

— restoration and management of marine Natura 2000 sites, including the preparation and
implementation of site management plans,

— actions addressing species-, habitat- or site-related conflicts between marine conservation
and fishermen or other ‘marine users’, as well as actions which combine conservation
measures with a sustainable use of Natura 2000 sites, and/or

— demonstrative or innovative approaches to assess or monitor the impact of human
activities on critical marine habitats and species and their application as a tool to guide
concrete conservation measures.

Applicants should clearly explain whether and why their proposal falls under maximum two of
these project topics.

20 Note that these two Directives do not apply to the French Overseas Departments (DOMs), and therefore LIFE
Nature projects in the DOMs are not eligible

21 The reference to the term ‘Community interest’ used in this context is to be understood as ‘Union interest’.

22 The relevant Priority Action Framework, habitat and/or species action plans are implementation tools for this
project topic.
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This list does not exclude the possibility of submitting proposals for topics that are not listed
above, but fall under the general remit and objectives of LIFE Nature. Note however that
proposals that do not fall under the above project topics cannot receive points under the
award criterion 5 'Contribution to the project topics' and are therefore less likely to be
retained and financed than other eligible projects of comparable quality that are covered by
one of the project topics. Be aware that in order to be considered as complying with one of
the project topics, a proposal has to comply with the full list of requirements of the respective
topic. Note that the maximum score (10) under award criterion 5 'Contribution to the project
topics' will be awarded only to proposals that clearly and fully comply with at least one of
the project topics; the indication of two project topics does not translate into higher scores. It
is not possible to choose more than two project topics. By not choosing a project topic, the
applicant declares that the proposal does not fulfil any of the project topics and
acknowledges that no points can be awarded to the project under award criterion 5.
Moreover, only the topics the applicant indicates will be considered. Whether or not the
project possibly fits under some other topic that has not been marked will not be examined.
For further details see the "Guide for the evaluation of LIFE project proposals 2020".

2.3 LIFE Biodiversity

2.3.1 General scope

LIFE Biodiversity projects must contribute to implementing the EU Biodiversity Strategy to
2020 targets and actions, with a view to achieving the objectives of the 2020 headline target
of "halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by
2020, and restoring them in so far as feasible, while stepping up the EU contribution to
averting global biodiversity loss", other than those already covered by LIFE Nature.

LIFE Biodiversity projects must be compatible with national and/or regional strategies for
biodiversity (where these exist).

Projects should be designed to provide EU added value in terms of coverage, conservation
benefit, replicability, transferability and transnational scope.

If projects implementing Targets 2, 3, 4 and/or 5 of the Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 take
place (even partly) in Natura 2000 sites, the measures proposed must be in line with the
site's conservation objectives, the site's management plan or equivalent instruments and/or
the Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designation act.

2.3.2 Geographic scope

LIFE Biodiversity projects generally take place on the terrestrial and/or marine territory of the
EU Member States. This includes the French Overseas Departments (DOMs). However,
actions outside the Union (including OCTs) may be financed as long as the applicant
provides full details on why such actions are necessary for the achievement of the EU
environmental objectives (e.g. actions to support the EU Biodiversity Strategy) and to ensure
the effectiveness of interventions carried out in the Member State territories to which the
Treaties apply.
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2.3.3 Project topics

According to the LIFE Multiannual Work Programme for 2018-2020, the following project
topics focusing on the implementation of Targets 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the Biodiversity Strategy to
2020 are given priority:

1. Development and implementation of Green Infrastructure?® plans and actions improving
the condition of ecosystems and the services they provide?* and/or the connectivity between
Natura 2000 sites and/or other protected areas; or

Development and application of Green Infrastructure-related widely replicable methods
and/or techniques that effectively mitigate the negative impacts of energy or transport
infrastructure on biodiversity by enhancing connectivity. These techniques and/or methods
should be more cost-effective than qualitatively equivalent solutions already offered on the
market, and, where relevant, lead to free shared solutions or the development of technical
standards.

2. Development and application of tools aimed at integrating biodiversity into financial
and business deci