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Name LIFE (“L’Instrument Financier pour I'Environnement” / The financing instrument for the environment)

Type of intervention co-financing of actions in favour of the environment in the Community, in the countries
of Central and Eastern Europe that are applicants for accession to the European Union and in certain third countries.

LIFE is made up of three subject headings: “LIFE-Nature”, “LIFE-Environment” and “LIFE — Third countries”.

Objectives

> with a view to sustainable development in the European Union, contribute to the drawing up,
implementation and up-dating of Community policy and legislation in the area of the environment;

> explore new solutions to environmental problems on a Community scale.

Beneficiaries any natural or legal person, provided that the projects financed meet the following general criteria:
> they match the priorities laid down at Community level and contribute to the objectives listed;
> they are submitted by reliable participants from financial and technical points of view;
> they can be carried out from the technical point of view, in terms of timetable and budget,
and offer a good cost-benefit ratio.

Types of project

> Eligible for LIFE-Nature are nature conservation projects which contribute to maintaining or restoring natural habitats
and/or populations of species in a favourable state of conservation within the meaning of Directive 92/43/EEC.

> Eligible for LIFE-Environment are demonstration projects which bring environment-related and sustainable development
considerations together in land management, which promote sustainable water and waste management or which
minimise the environmental impact of economic activities.
Five areas of intervention are preferred: the management and enhancement of the territory,
water management, the effect of economic activities, waste management, integrated product policy.

> Eligible for LIFE-Third countries are projects which contribute to the establishment of capacities and administrative
structures needed in the environmental sector and in the development of environmental policy and action programmes
in the countries bordering the Baltic or Mediterranean seas, other than those of Central and Eastern Europe which have
applied for accession.

Implementation The Member States or third countries send the Commission the proposals of projects to be
co-financed. The Commission sets the date for sending the proposals annually and reaches a decision on these.
It monitors the financing and follow-up of the implementation of the LIFE actions. Accompanying measures enable
the projects to be monitored on the ground and, in the case of LIFE-Nature, to encourage certain forms of cooperation
between similar projects (“Co-op” measure).

Period of involvement 5 years (2000-2004).

Funds from the Community approximately 638 million EUR distributed as follows: 300 million EUR
to LIFE-Nature, 300 million EUR to LIFE-Environment and 38 million EUR to LIFE — Third countries.

Contact
European Commission — Environment Directorate-General
LIFE Unit — BU-9 02/1 - 200 rue de la Loi - B-1049 Brussels — Fax: +32 2 296 95 56
Internet: http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/home.htm
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