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Standard Action Projects (SAPs)

There are two topics under this call:

LIFE-2022-SAP-NAT-NATURE – Nature and Biodiversity

SMART outcome-based implementation of EU nature legislation or targets of the EU Biodiversity 

Strategy for 2030

 Topic budget: EUR 132 739 347 

 Funding rate: 60%-67%-75%

LIFE-2022-SAP-NAT-GOV – Nature Governance NEW from 2021 call

EU nature and biodiversity legislation-related compliance assurance, public participation and 

access to justice

 Topic budget: EUR 3 000 000

 Funding rate: 60%



In a nutshell the topic remains the same:

Two intervention areas: “space for nature” and “safeguarding our species”

1. Prioritisation:

• EU Habitats Directive: habitats or species in unfavourable and declining conservation status (U1-), in particular in unfavourable-bad and declining 

conservation status (U2-) 

• bird species, and species and habitats not covered by EU Nature legislation: species or habitats in higher extinction risk categories (endangered or 

worse) in EU red lists (or European/Global IUCN red lists for OCTs)

2. Further prioritisation of the proposals will be based on the policy priorities 

• Birds and Habitats Directives

• IAS Regulation

• EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy 

See Info-session on LIFE 2021 Call for Proposals: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BU_iihnxE6M 2’50”

LIFE-2022-SAP-NAT-NATURE – Nature and 
Biodiversity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BU_iihnxE6M


LIFE-2022-SAP-NAT-GOV – Nature Governance

Opportunity for good quality proposals

FOCUS

• Compliance assurance (promote, monitor and enforce compliance)

• Public participation

• Access to justice

Awareness raising activities are NOT the main focus for Nature Governance topic

However, activities with a clear and direct link with governance objectives can be included



SAP Nature Governance

EVALUATION CRITERIA

• AW1: RELEVANCE (0-20 points)

• AW2: IMPACT (0-20 points)*1,5

• AW3: QUALITY (0-20 points)

• AW4: RESOURCES (0-20 points)

• BONUS POINTS: (0-10 points)

o Bonus 1: The proposal offers exceptional synergies and promotes significant co-

benefits between LIFE sub-programmes (2 points)

o Bonus 2: The proposal is primarily implemented in the Outermost Regions (2 points)

o Bonus 3: The proposal substantially builds on or up-scales the results of other EU 

funded projects (2 points)

o Bonus 4: The proposal offers an exceptional catalytic potential (2 points)

o Bonus 5: The proposal envisages a transnational cooperation among Member States 

essential to guarantee the achievement of the project objectives (2 points)

Only proposals with activities directly related 

to Nature and Biodiversity are relevant!



COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE PRACTITIONERS

• Local, regional, police and customs authorities

• Agencies and inspectorates

• Supreme public audit bodies

• Public prosecutors

• Judiciary

• NGOs

• Academics and researchers

SAP Nature Governance



OBJECTIVES: Implementation of the governance aspects (i.e. compliance assurance, public 

participation and access to justice) of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, with a focus on EU 

Nature and Biodiversity legislation by: 

 promoting effective public participation and access to justice in nature and biodiversity 

policy and legislation-related matters amongst the public, NGOs, lawyers, the judiciary, public 

administrations

 Promoting good practices and supporting implementation (e.g. answering information requests, 

consultation of the public as part of Art. 6 Habitats Directive, etc…)

 Sharing knowledge about rights of access to justice (e.g. engagement of citizens and 

stakeholders so acts and decisions can be checked for compliance, information on rights to 

review procedures and go to court by individuals and NGOs, etc…)

SAP Nature Governance



OBJECTIVES:

 developing and implementing strategies and policies and/or developing and using innovative 

tools and actions to promote, monitor and enforce compliance with binding EU instruments 

on nature and biodiversity, including use of administrative law, criminal law and environmental 

liability 

 enforcement strategies, including on combating environmental crime (nature and biodiversity)

 compliance monitoring systems and techniques, including: site inspections, surveillance 

through satellites and drones, intelligence-gathering, non-compliance risk analysis, police 

investigation, data analysis, etc… 

 information collection and statistics on compliance assurance activities

SAP Nature Governance



OBJECTIVES:

 establishing new or, where in place, enhancing existing cross-border, national or regional 

networks of compliance assurance practitioners or experts

Example: LIFE14 GIE/UK/000043 LIFE-ENPE

 build a self-sustaining network of environmental prosecutors and judges

The project aimed to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of public bodies charged with 

tackling environmental crime, by building a transnational network of prosecutors and judges 

to enhance cooperation, share information and develop best practice

SAP Nature Governance



OBJECTIVES:

 establishing or, where in place, improving professional qualifications and training to 

improve compliance assurance, public participation and access to justice

 preparation of training materials and organizing training activities

 maximise the potential of information technology, using digital means 

(e.g. webinars and MOOCs)

 educational programmes

SAP Nature Governance



OBJECTIVES:

 improving relevant information systems operated by public authorities 

 engaging with citizens and others to promote and monitor compliance, and ensure 

application of environmental liability in relation to EU nature and biodiversity legislation

 more harmonized and useable data

 electronic complaint-handling systems

 hot lines, citizen observatories and citizen science platforms to facilitate engagement

SAP Nature Governance



LIFE08 NAT/E/000062 VENENO NO

LIFE14 GIE/GR/000026 LIFE Natura Themis

LIFE14 GIE/UK/000043 LIFE-ENPE

LIFE16 GIE/CZ/000791 LIFE-A2J-EARL 

LIFE17 GIE/NL/000599 LIFE AGAINST BIRD CRIMES

LIFE17 GIE/ES/000630 Life+ Nature Guardians

LIFE19 GIE/BG/000846 LIFE SWiPE

LIFE19 GIE/NL/001016 BalkanDetoxLife

SAP Nature Governance



EU LIFE INFO Day 

19th May 2022

LIFE

NATURE GUARDIANS
Against ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME
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Duration

July 2018 December 2022

What are we doing?

1) Increase knowledge

2) Improve enforcement

3) Raisse awareness

Project coordinated by:

Beneficiary partners:

Fundng by:

Arson fires Illegal waste management

Why are we implementing this
Project?

To preserve Nature

Nest destruction Illegal killing Illegal species trafficking Poisoning

Who we are?

Aim of the Project

To improve the effectiveness and efficiency of actions to combat
environmental crime in Spain and Portugal. Especially those committed
against wildlife.
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Objectives achieved

Prevent environmental crime, raise public awareness and 

promote socio-cultural change.

Improving the conservation status of species and 
habitats.

Reduce impunity and increase the determination of 

criminal responsibility

To increase knowledge on the dimension of environmental 

crime and criminal motivation.

Increase the exchange of experiences and best 
practices.

Ensure and strengthen the proper enforcement and 
implementation of environmental and criminal law.
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• Study on the dissuasiveness, effectiveness and proportionality of 
criminal sanctions imposed in Spain and Portugal for environmental 
crime and their compliance with Directive 2008/99/EC.

• European workshop on police investigation of crimes against 
priority bird species and habitat destruction.

The EU workshop on environmental crime investigation (WECI) was held 
on 2-4 March 2020. It brought together environmental police from 27 EU 
and non-EU countries

• Report on valuation of wildlife species and national and EU regulatory 
proposal. (EN-March 2020-, ES-March 2020-, PT-November 2021-).

.

Main achievements
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• Study on the origin and motivations of environmental 
criminality.

• Legal actions for a better enforcement of environmental law

 Legal reports
 Web portal for environmental complaints
 Court cases

SPAIN: 
 SEO/BirdLife has applied to appear and take part in a total of 10 

criminal proceedings for environmental crimes (wildlife crimes, 
illegal traffic, electrocution, corruption, habitat destruction) and 6 
administrative proceedings (renewable energies, species control 
permits, ilegal crops, etc.).

 Two convictions obtained: Pardeleo (fine of 5 moth) and Casa de Hitos 
(fine of €240,401 and obligation to restore damage

PORTUGAL
 SPEA is directly involved in 8 legal actions (Lisbon airport, poisoning, 

etc).

.

Main achievements
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• Manual on police investigation of administrative offences and 
infringements against biodiversity.

 Analysis and identification of different biodiversity crimes

 Investigation procedures and protocols 

 Forensics and criminalistics

 Collaboration and cooperation between entities 

• Analysis and implementation of new techniques, technologies and 
practices in law enforcement operations against environmental crime in 
the EU.

• Creation of an Environmental Intelligence Analysis Unit in SEPRONA: 
Oficina Central Nacional

.

Main achievements
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• Training of officials responsible for the environment and administrative procedures for 
environmental infringements.

.

Main achievements

1) Course on motivation of environmental crime 
held online on 24 and 25 February 2021. 1835 
people registered, a turnout that shows the great 
interest and need for this type of training. 77.9% of 
the participants attended the course from Spain; 
Portugal; Uruguay, Chile, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Argentina, Paraguay, Panama, El Salvador, 
the United States or the Netherlands.  
2) Course on "Legal and technical aspects in 
proceedings for illegal actions against biodiversity“ 
held on 15 October 2021. 178 attendances, civil 
servants in general.

• Training and awareness-raising for environmental and wildlife enforcement officers and EU police officers in 
environmental crime investigation. More than 1000 agents trained
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• Awareness raising campaign

.

Main achievements

https://youtu.be/Zzsu8FTlqb8


More information:
www.guardianes.seo.org/en/

Follow us in www.seo.org

David de la Bodega Zugasti

ddelabodega@seo.org

@David_Bodega
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THANK YOU!
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Thank You! 

30 years of bringing green ideas to LIFE

WEBSITE

LIFE Newsletter

Clean Energy Newsletter

@FACEBO

OK

@INSTAGR

AM

YOUTUBE

Keep in touch with us

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en

@LIFEprogramme

@CleanEnergy_EU

LIFE Programme

LIFE Programme

LIFE Programme

@LIFEprogramm

e

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/cinea/user-subscriptions/2183/create
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/cinea/user-subscriptions/2180/create
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en
https://twitter.com/LIFEprogramme
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lifeprogramme
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-htisi9TeqdRkTTpNtznrg
https://www.facebook.com/life.programme
https://www.instagram.com/lifeprogramme/
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/cinea/user-subscriptions/2183/create

