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• Most businesses
lack motivation / skills / time 
to perform ambitious energy 
investments

• Support schemes are fragmented

• High implementation costs:

 Relatively modest investment size

 Lack of turnkey solutions

• Limited access to adequate and 
attractive financing solutions

Practical realities of clean energy transition for 
businesses



• Reduce complexity and simplify decision making

• Connect all relevant actors in the value chain 

• Streamline access to support measures 
(especially where there is support for specific target groups)

Create or replicate “Integrated Services”

Source: financingbuildingrenovation.eu

Related impacts:

- Services implemented, operational and tested

- Online platform? Physical desk?

- Are the services / solutions likely to trigger action?

?

?

YES? / NO?



• Can be any form of public or private legal 
entity, alone or in consortium with other 
entities

• An entirely private initiative is eligible

• A proposal from one single entity is eligible

• Most activities can be conducted in local 
language

Who should propose the services?



• Identification and adequate answer to 
the needs of the targeted stakeholders?

• Support of key stakeholders (e.g. 
through Letters of support)?

• Actions to mobilise stakeholders?

• Possible involvement in the governance
(e.g. External Advisory Board)?

Strong and trustworthy partnerships 
with local actors

“Relevance” “Quality”



• Address the lack of internal resources on 
energy matters

• Solutions should not be limited to audits 
but should necessarily cover the preparation 
and implementation of investments, e.g.: 
business case, engineering, procurement, 
supervision of the works, reception of the 
works, quality assurance and management of 
litigation, identification of available funding, 
matchmaking with banks, ESCOs or other 
investment sources

• Where relevant, proposals could envisage 
operational support to groups of companies

Scope D:
Small and medium businesses

Source: Photo by ELEVATE on Pexels.com
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Project Development Assistance 
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• Expected project size: € 0.5 – 1.5 million 

• Leverage ratio: 1:15 in general or 1:10 for investments in residential buildings ONLY

• Investments launched before the end of the action! 

• Proposals of consortia in a single member state are eligible! 



Target sectors 

BUILDINGS
• Existing 

residential
• Incl. large 

social housing 
operators

• Existing non-
residential 
(public, 
commercial, 
defense)

DISTRICT 
HEATING
• Decarbonisation

& modernisation

INFRA-
STRUCTURE
• Existing public 

infrastructure, 
e.g. water, 
wastewater, 
public lighting

BUSINESSES
• Industry
• Services
• Incl. SMEs 

through e.g. 
market 
facilitators 

RENEWABLES
• RES generation 

incl. from 
energy 
communities or 
other citizen-led 
initiatives 

• Building-
integrated, 
small-scale 
generation and 
storage

MOBILITY
• Clean and 

energy-eff. 
urban transport 
infrastructure

• Low emission 
urban mobility 
solutions

• Integr. of smart 
recharging 
infrastructures 
in buildings
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Keep in touch with us

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en

@LIFEprogramme
@CleanEnergy_EU
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Any questions on CET call topics? Email us on: 
CINEA-LIFE-CET@ec.europa.eu
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