
LIFE

Nature and Biodiversity
Nordic LIFE Platform

Sylvia Barova

Life & CIP Eco-Innovation Unit

Tønder, 10-12 September 2019



Impact –?

Oxford English dictionary:

a marked effect or influence

synonyms: effect, influence, impression, 
footprint



21 May 1992 the EU Habitats Directive and LIFE 

programme were approved.

Since then: 

• >1 700 nature and biodiversity projects supported

• > €2.2 billion of a total investment of €3.8 billion in 

nature conservation.

• For the 2014-2020, LIFE has a budget of some €3.4 

billion.

LIFE Nature & Biodiversity 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/index.htm


LIFE Nature & Biodiversity 

• 50 000 project actions

• 95 000 training sessions

• 194 000 hectares of land 

purchased for conservation



• > 5 400 N2000 

sites benefited 

from LIFE funding

• >5 million ha (over 

6% of terrestrial 

N2000) restored or 

improved cons  

status

N2000 today:

27 500 sites 

18% of EU land

10% EU seas



LIFE and habitats

Most targeted: 
91E0 –alluvial forests

3150 – natural eutrophic lakes



Top LIFE targeted species
Birds 

Botaurus stellaris (80)

Mammals 

Ursus arctos (45) 

Invertebrates 

Leucorrhinia pectoralis (30)

Vascular plants 

Liparis loeselii (21)

Fish 

Cottus gobio (53)

Amphibians 

Triturus cristatus (45)

Reptiles 

Emys orbicularis (35)

Molluscs 

Margaritifera margaritifera

(29)

Non-vascular plants 

Drepanocladus vernicosus (6) 

• 760 species listed in 

annexes

• 566 projects (1/3 of all) 

targeted 235 bird spp





• The main driver and catalyst for nature conservation in 

the EU

• Helped prepare and implement Natura 2000 network site 

management plans and EU Species action plans

• Established long-term management of N2000 sites under 

the EU’s RDP agri-environment schemes

• Mobilisation of additional investment for Natura 2000 

and biodiversity actions

LIFE Nature – impacts (1)



• Enabled NGOs and competent 

authorities to build capacity in 

nature conservation work

• Promotion of dialogue and 

creation of stakeholder 

partnerships in Natura 2000

LIFE Nature – impacts (2)



• Added knowledge, developed monitoring methods, and 

pioneered techniques in conservation management

• Raised awareness about  Natura 2000

- Communication activities at over 6 million people, including some 1.2 million pupils 

and students have raised awareness of Natura 2000.

- The EU Natura 2000 day

- The EU Natura 2000 Award

LIFE Nature – impacts (3)



• Integration of conservation with other policy sectors

LIFE Nature – impacts (4)



• Stimulated local stakeholders 

to launch conservation actions

• Positive influence on local 

economies, local communities 

and stakeholders

LIFE Nature – impacts (5)



Impact from the LIFE projects 
–how do we measure it?

“In their proposals, applicants need to indicate the 

expected results of their project in terms of 

environmental and also socio-economic benefits. 

Once a project is funded, the CB must record the 

project results through the KPI webtool (only 

accessible to LIFE funded projects)”

When KPIs should be reported?

New reporting schedule will soon be communicated!

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/eproposalWeb/kpi/module


Tønder, 10-12 September 2019

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR ATTENTION

All pictures in this presentation are taken 

from the EC brochures “EU Nature action 

plan” and  LIFE improves nature


