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Origins…



Green Deal - origins

• ‘New Deal’: 1930s US government policy in 
response to the Great Depression. Massive

public investment in the 3 Rs: 
- post-crash economic recovery

- reform of the financial system

- relief for the unemployed / poor

• ‘Green New Deal’: a policy concept originating in 
the UK (NGO/think-tank/Green party/media) in 
response to the economic crash of 2008 
https://greennewdealgroup.org/

https://www.gndforeurope.com/

https://greennewdealgroup.org/


EU Green Deal

• Flagship policy of 
current Commission



COVID-19 and the Green Deal

• Power of government, 
importance of good 
policy-making

• Major social and 
economic impact

• Green Deal becomes a 
recovery strategy

• Biodiversity loss link with 
human health

• Mass-scale collective 
action



LIFE and the Green Deal

• Beneficiaries (about two-thirds) are public 
authorities and NGOs 

• Projects show how policy translates to action on 
the ground (local / small-scale)

• LIFE programme founded for nature protection  
/ Birds & Habitats Directives, 1992



EU Green Deal 



LIFE and the Green Deal

Farm to Fork Strategy 
- Reducing pesticide use / 

promoting alternatives 

- target of 25% of agricultural land 
in the EU being farmed 
organically by 2030

- plant-based alternatives to meat

- sustainable / socially responsible 

ENV / CLIMA 

-LIFE Citruspack
- … see Ready, steady, green!
-+ + + ? 
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LIFE and the Green Deal

Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, 
new Forest Strategy, rural 
development, nature restoration, 
nature-based solutions  





LIFE and the Green Deal

• Green buildings, community / collective sustainable 
energy / low carbon neighbourhoods / deep retrofit 

- ENV, CLIMA, H2020 EE / LIFE Clean Energy Transition 

- http://www.smartpvproject.eu/
- LIFE@Urban Roofs
- LIFE BE REEL 
- + + ? 

Buildings: Renovation Wave

http://www.smartpvproject.eu/




New European Bauhaus



LIFE and the Green Deal

LIFE projects are most relevant for which 
Green Deal policy areas:

• Climate action
• Clean energy
• Sustainable industry
• Building and renovating
• Sustainable mobility
• Eliminating pollution
• Biodiversity
• From Farm to Fork
• Sustainable agriculture
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What does the EU Green Deal 
mean to you? 


