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Logistics and ports
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Food industry
Engineering
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Municipal waste collected selectively

Municipal waste materials recovered
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incinerated with energy recovery
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Household waste management (data for 2023)

21,4%

In 2022, 1.316.690 ton of household waste was incincerated



Production of residual household waste – CE monitor

128 kg 
per inhabitant in 2022, 
overperforming the 
target for that year

https://cemonitor.be/en/indicator/circularity/outflow/production-of-residual-household-waste/


Household waste recycling – CE monitor

https://cemonitor.be/en/indicator/circularity/r-strategies/household-waste-recycling/


Flanders has the ambition to become a circular economy pioneer

How circular is the Flemish economy? – CE monitor

16.3%
Circular material use 
rate

EU target: doubling the 2020 
CMUR (11.6) by 2030

Prevention? Reuse? Repair?

https://cemonitor.be/en/how-circular-is-the-flemish-economy-v2024/


The big next challenge for Flanders:

The figures reveal nice achievements in terms of reducing the outflow of materials and closing 
cycles through recycling, as a result of a strong commitment in recent decades to selective waste 
collection and the development of a recycling industry. 

There are however limits to recycling e.g. quality recyclates, substances of concern
A reduction in the influx of materials has not yet been demonstrably achieved
How to make higher-quality circular strategies such as reuse and repair mainstream:
less use of materials, lifespan extension through maintenance and repair, as-a-service 
models, ecodesign, reuse, remanufacturing, …





Cmartlife commits to a circular 

material approach in order to 

reach residual waste targets and 

create a litter free environment.

The Cmartlife project
closing loops for less (plastic) waste

• Waste prevention for packaging, food waste, litter, single use 

products

• Increase recycling rates with closing loops for food packaging, 

textile, diapers, construction and demolition waste, fishing gear

• Reach residual waste reduction targets at a quicker pace, reduce 

residual waste with 15% by 2027 

• Create a litter free environment



policy plans
All with a link to plastics

Plastics 

action plan

Local 

materials 

plan

Action plan 

food loss & 

biowaste

Action plan 

marine litter

Packaging 

plan

Plan 

sustainable 

building

Find out more about our policy plans (vlaanderen.be)

https://ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/our-policy-plans
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Cmartlife LIFE IP actions (36)
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Klik hier om een titel in te voeren.

Klik om de modelstijlen te bewerken
▪ Tweede niveau

o Derde niveau
• Vierde niveau

− Vijfde niveau

11/02/2025 | 17

Single use products 
are everywhere
Everyone uses them, so much so that 
sometimes we don't even notice it. Because 
they are constantly offered to us and they 
make life so easy.



We are “hooked” on single use products
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But …

if we acknowledge and name this 
“addiction”, we also have the 
chance to do something about it. 
To try to reduce it, or even stop it. 
That is why we are all going to… 

(quit using disposables)

KWIT!



11/02/2025 | 20

I kwit, you kwit, we are all 
kwitters!

Positive, playful campaign intended 
to change behavior

• Raise awareness

• Share knowledge

• Inspiration and tools

• Applied to specific cases / products



Festive launch
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Toolbox for reusables on events

Free printable via www.kwitten.be

http://www.kwitten.be/


Plastic carrier bags



Link to e-book:
Alles wat je wilde 
weten over wasbare 
luiers - Detail - 
Vlaanderen Circulair

https://vlaanderen-circulair.be/nl/blog/detail-2/alles-wat-je-wilde-weten-over-wasbare-luiers


Challenges specific for prevention and reuse

How to effectuate behavior change? How effective are 
communication campaigns? 
How to realize effective reuse of reusables? 
How to measure prevention and reuse? What are good 
indicators?
Shift to different materials e.g. plastics to paper? 
How to tackle competition with the convenience of single-use 
(e.g. smart diapers)



Circular ambassador program
3 succesful rounds of CAP shape ambitious professionals into circular ambassadors: 

Spreading circular knowledge & skills

Register now for the EU edition CAP for trainers - Vlaanderen Circulair

Online training days + in-person bootcamp 
April-May + 12-16 May 2025, Brussels

https://vlaanderen-circulair.be/nl/cap-for-trainers


Get in touch!

els.herremans@ovam.be
https://www.linkedin.com/in/els-herremans-45235586

27

Dutch: ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/cmartlife
English: ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/web/cmartlife/home
Follow: www.linkedin.com/company/cmartlife/

mailto:Els.herremans@ovam.be
https://ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/web/cmartlife/home
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cmartlife/
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