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A_LEGISLATION



1_Legislation Europe – Belgium - regions

tekst

o

VLAREMA Decr.W. 9 maart 2023
B.W.Reg. 18 juli 2019

BRUDALEX

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article.pl?language=nl&sum_date=2024-07-05&pd_search=2024-07-05&numac_search=2024005455&page=1&lg_txt=N&caller=list&2024005455=0&view_numac=&dt=Koninklijk+besluit&htit=gerecycleerde&choix1=en&choix2=en&fr=f&nl=n&du=d&trier=afkondiging
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/wetgeving-drankverpakkingen-en-voedselverpakkingen
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwallex.wallonie.be%2Feli%2Floi-decret%2F2023%2F03%2F09%2F2023044053%2F2023%2F08%2F10&data=05%7C02%7Clore.claes%40ovam.be%7C3b9e0aa8fbad4a086d9108dc3d338566%7Cfce70dadc0314cf8a6fced5dc11e9d17%7C0%7C0%7C638452538696776989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pr9CuxglJ9UdnFU8caPliW5bppO8MdXjI2dTaZJURoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenvironnement.wallonie.be%2Flegis%2Fdechets%2Fdegen044.htm&data=05%7C02%7Clore.claes%40ovam.be%7C3b9e0aa8fbad4a086d9108dc3d338566%7Cfce70dadc0314cf8a6fced5dc11e9d17%7C0%7C0%7C638452538696790676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CFTeWulQuWaUYLS0Eeb5Q0eYG16WtGskQ2gLKpgCSSI%3D&reserved=0
https://leefmilieu.brussels/pro/wetgeving/verplichtingen-en-vergunningen/brudalex-regels-inzake-afvalbeheer-voor-de-overgang-naar-een-circulaire-economie


1_Legislation Flanders: any type of event

Small Open urban events

Sports eventClosed door event

Large Open urban events



2_Legislation Flanders (1)

Event organised by the (local) 
government

Legislation on reusable 
cateringmaterial for drinks ánd
prepared food is applicable

As well applicable on (local) 
government's own operation

Event not organised by the 
government

Legislation on reusable 
cateringmaterial for drinks is 
applicable

= Fair
= Event of an educational 
institution

Decision tree events
Decision tree own operatopn government

by a public body by a non-public organisation

https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Beslissingsboom+evenementen.pdf/6095fc47-acd9-c293-2db3-ebd079702f8d?version=3.0&t=1683918549186&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Beslissingsboom+interne+eigen+werking.pdf/5ce1b429-074b-af12-d788-6ea6252ea9ca?version=2.0&t=1683918642245&download=true


2_Legislation Flanders (2)

✓ For events not organised by a local authority or Flemish government: until 31 December 2029

min. 
90% 

collection
for 

reuse

+
✓ 

Porcelain
✓Glass 

(deposit)
✓ Reuse 

cups

✓ Can✓ pet bottle

X Disposable cups 
plastic or cardboard

X tetra brick, disposable 
glass,…

+
min. 
95% 

collection
for 

recycling



2_Legislation Flanders (3)

✓ For Flemish governments and local authorities: since 1 January 2020
✓ For ALL Flemish events: from 1 January 2030

min. 
90% 

collection
for 

reuse

All disposable drink recipients

X Disposable cups from any 
material
X tetra bricks, disposable glass
X little pet botltles and cans

✓ Reusable cups
✓ Glass
✓ Glass bottles with 
deposit money
✓ Porcelain

+



2_Legislation Flanders (4)

✓ For local authorities and Flemish government: since 1 January 2022
Soup = prepared food

min. 
90% 

collection
for 

reuse

+

Disposable 
tableware:

Reusable tableware:

X Disposable
X plates
X trays
X cutlery
X …

✓ Reusable plastics
✓ Glass
✓ Porcelain
✓ Inox



B_RESULTS



1_Waste



1_Waste: up to – 63%/visitor closed door event

Example: Closed Door Event – Sfinks Mixed
4 days
#visitors: 25.000/day 

▪ 2021: (no deposit)
o Waste per visitor:  

 -48% tov 2018

▪ 2022: (with deposit)
o Waste per visitor: 

 -63% tov 2018

Reusable cups for beer

Reusables
áll drinks ánd tableware

Deposit on all reusables 
(cups ánd tableware)
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 Sweeping trucks: - 60% in 
comparison to 2019

 Residual waste: -40% in 
comparison to 2019
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Especially decrease in residual 
and sweeping waste

Start reusable cups

2_Waste: – 60% residual waste and - 40% 
    sweeping waste open urban event

Example: Open Urban Event – Lokerse & Fonnefeesten 



2_Impact on the 
market



1_Evolution supply rental cups: + 40% in 
2023 vs. 2020

Estimation of increase of 
stock of reusable cups on 
private market since the 
legislation

X 4

X 6

X 7

2020    2022    2023  2024   2025

X 9
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r
e
c
a
s
t

f
o
r
e
c
a
s
t

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023 

Evolution offer 9 
professional suppliers in 
Flanders

Almost all brands of beer, spirits & some soft drink 
producers own cups which are part of sponsorship deals.



2_Evolution supply rental cutlery & 
tableware: + 40% in 2024 vs. 2023

Estimation of 
stock of 
reusable cutlery
on private 
market since the 
legislation

Evolution offer 5 professional suppliers in Flanders
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2023 2024

X 1,6

2023 2024

X 2,4
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s
t

→ The legislation seems to ensure investment security for cups and tableware: supply follows demand.

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023 

Estimation of 
stock of 
reusable 
tableware on 
private market 
since the 
legislation



3_Dishwashing facilities: capacity +50% in 2023 
vs. 2022

Industrial dish washing 
facilities operating for 
Flanders:

+- 13 locations
+50% capacity in 2023 vs. 
2022

2024: increase intermediate 
washing by mobile/ 
professional dishwashing & 
by hand 

Saves rental of cups
Increase of return cycles

11/02/2025 | 17

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023 



4_Collection systems: 

Suppliers :
Number and types of return 
systems increase
2023: 10 companies offering 
(digital) solutions for return 
systems

Deposit system: +90% of 
collection

No deposit system: < 90% to 70% 
and less

11/02/2025 | 18

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023 

Measures for return (cumulative):
deposit 
return at: bars + separate collection points + donation points
clear signage & communication to visitors + all participating drink vendors & crew



5_Geography of suppliers

industrial dishwashing facilities, suppliers of reusable cups and tableware

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023 
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Flanders
Industrial dishwashing facility

    Supplier reusable cups & tableware
Supplier reusable cups & tableware with dishwashing service

→ Offer local authorities 

→ Offer provinces 

→ Professional suppliers Flanders 

→ Dishwashing facilities Brussels

→ Reduce & Reuse matchmaker 

?

https://www.vvsg.be/kennisitem/vvsg/aanbod-herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-bij-vlaamse-afvalintercommunales
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Provincies+-+cateringmateriaal.xlsx/1c9b3b13-c36c-c46a-3044-1eb28e9b3a5d?version=2.0&t=1688545614370&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Professionele+leveranciers+cateringmateriaal%2C+afwasservices%2C+adviesverleners+en+waarborgsystemen+%281%29.xlsx/4cc32037-1996-8e90-35a3-2bf133c046ac?version=16.0&t=1705063938850&download=true
https://leefmilieu.brussels/decisiontree/afwasvoorzieningen-voor-herbruikbare-verpakkingen-en-rond-brussel
https://www.fostplus.be/nl/duurzaam-verpakken/reduce-re-use-matchmaker


3_Supply by local 
authorities & 
intermunicpal 
companies



6_Cups by local authorities (1): +50% in 2022 
vs 2020 
Source: Online Waste Survey 2023 about 2022

2019 2020 2021 2022

Local authorities 
(of 300) with own 
reusable cups

138 181 193 224

Total cups 673.588 
cups

862.113 
cups

1.060.204 
cups

1.457.645 
cups

75% 
of Flemish local authorities

More than doubled 
since 2020 

Implementation 
legislation

Many combine stock of own cups for small events with:
Framework/separate  agreements
Renting/borrowing from a sponsor or 3rd party



7_Cutlery & tableware by local authorities

Less Ownership than cups: (smaller amounts, less used, more difficult to wash)

Source: Online Waste Survey 2023 about 2022

TABLEWARE 2022

Local authorities (of 300) with 
own reusable tableware

26

Total pieces 18.925

CUTLERY 2022

Local authorities (of 300) with 
own reusable cutlery

23

Total pieces 21.898

Many combine with:
framework/separate  agreements
renting/borrowing from a 3rd party



8_ Cups & washing by intermunicipal companies

20 of 27 waste intermunicipal companies have a rental offer of reusable cups:
15 own their own cups
10 offer rental through a framework agreement with a professional supplier or 
through collaboration with an external partner such as the Kringwinkel (= thrift 
shop)

12 waste intermunicipal companies offer a dish washing solution themselves, 8 
others outsource it through an external partner

More info?
Website VVSG (= Association of Flemish Cities and Municipalities)

Source: Online Waste Survey 2023 about 2022

https://www.vvsg.be/kennisitem/vvsg/aanbod-herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-bij-vlaamse-afvalintercommunales


C CHALLENGES
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Challenges

Mass running events:
Until 2024: exemption by Flemish government

Pet bottles & cans: ban from 1 Jan 2025 postponed to 2030
Resistance from event & beverage sector
Market not adapted

Extra costs

Efficient return systems

 



D SUPPORT BY THE 
FLEMISH GOVERNMENT



Support by the Flemish Government

Flemish research:
• Update studie drink-en eetgerei op evenementen (BE;2020), Studie drink- en 

eetgerei op evenementen (BE;2017)
• Summary: Herbruikbare bekers: een goed idee (vlaanderen.be)
Press releases OVAM:
• 26th June 2024
• 1st March 2024
Podcast: June 2024: reusables at events in Flanders 
Evaluation: Evaluation evolution of reusables at events in Flanders (2023)
Annual Conference since 2023 on reusables at events 
LIFE communication campaign & kit for organisors
Website support for organisers & municipalities:

Practical: Aan de slag met de wetgeving cateringmateriaal (vlaanderen.be)
How to control? (for local police & local controllers): Handhaving op de 
wetgeving cateringmateriaal (vlaanderen.be)
FAQ on the Flemish legislation

https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Update+studie+drink-en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2020%29.pdf/abc010e9-297e-71c7-26a0-8fc8fb2af33c?version=1.0&t=1646746754818&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Studie+drink-+en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2017%29.pdf/ba5c68a7-5993-ec97-87b2-814cc6ad845e?version=1.0&t=1646997186563&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Studie+drink-+en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2017%29.pdf/ba5c68a7-5993-ec97-87b2-814cc6ad845e?version=1.0&t=1646997186563&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/herbruikbare-bekers-een-goed-idee
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/w/voorjaarsfestivals-en-evenementen-tekenen-drastische-daling-afval-op-dankzij-het-gebruik-van-herbruikbare-bekers?redirect=%2Fnieuws
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/w/herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-zorgt-voor-helft-minder-afval-op-evenementen?redirect=%2Fnieuws%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList_delta%3D3%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList_cur%3D4
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0Tayw4MLCNsLlsShhoCi3h?si=8_K4edQ3Ta6jm9UFrYW9Xg&nd=1&dlsi=734140a13a814f5d
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/20240307_Evaluatie+2023+herbruikbare+bekers+en+herbruikbaar+eetgerei.pdf/33a4141d-cdb2-0018-2663-7fc484f3ad9b?t=1709820770365&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/conferenties-herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-overzicht
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/web/kappen-met-wegwerp-is-top/kwitten-op-evenementen
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/web/kappen-met-wegwerp-is-top/kwitmateriaal-evenementen-new
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/aan-de-slag-met-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/handhaving-op-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/handhaving-op-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal


WELCOME ! 11 Feb Conference Reusables at events

▪ 10 infosessions
▪ 34 speakers
▪ 35 stands of suppliers
▪ 300 participants



Questions?

Lore Claes
Policy Officer Sustainable Events & Reuse
OVAM (Public Waste Agency of Flanders)

www.groenevent.be

Contact
lore.claes@ovam.be
groenevent@ovam.be

http://www.groenevent.be/
mailto:lore.claes@ovam.be
mailto:groenevent@ovam.be
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