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Green Assist via EEN

CALL for projects requesting advisory services under CINEA GREEN ASSIST
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1. Introduction

With the support of the European Enterprise Network (EEN), the European Climate,
Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) is launching a call dedicated to
Small and Medium Size Enterprises (SMEs) interested in receiving advisory services to
implement or accelerate their green investment! projects. This call takes place under the
CINEA Framework Contract CINEA/2021/0P/0010 “Green Advisory Service for Sustainable
Investments Support (“CINEA GREEN ASSIST”) in cooperation with DG GROW and EEN.

CINEA GREEN ASSIST is an advisory initiative managed by the European Climate
Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA), coordinated by DG
ENVIRONMENT, and delivered under InvestEU2 with funding from the LIFE programme. It
aims to provide free, on-demand and customised advisory services for project promoters
who develop green investment projects

This call is based on Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/173, which
establishes CINEA and entrusts it with implementing — amongst others - the LIFE program.
The request is also based on the Commission Implementing Decision on the LIFE program's
2021-2024 multiannual work program (C(2021) 4997).

2. Objective of the call

The overall objective of CINEA Green Assist is to provide access to Advisory Services that
enable beneficiaries to prepare green/greener investment projects, across diversified
sectors.

This call focuses primarily on Circular Economy and bio-economy activities within the SMEs
benefitting of the EEN.

Here are some examples of the aspects that can be supported by CINEA GREEN ASSIST
advisory services:

[ e %=+ T

Sustainable design Sustainable Sustainable consumption End-of-life
Investments improving manufacturing & product life extension Investments in infrastructure
product design (e.g. Investments to modify Investments in repair, for collection, sorting and
durability, reparability, production lines to increase  refurbishment and lifetime  material recovery, and R&D
recyclability) as well as resource efficiency as well extension of products. to include new technologies
material innovation. as reducing environmental for waste sorting, resource

impacts. recovery.

11n this note “green “refers to investments that aim to have a positive impact on environment, i.e. reducing
impact on natural resources, preserving natural capital (soil, water, etc...) and lowering environmental footprint
(irrespective of reduction, if any, of emissions of greenhouse gases)

2 https://investeu.europa.eu
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3. Types of advisory services provided

Subject To Whom It May Concern: availability of suitable expert and/or consultant, CINEA
Green Assist provides advisory services related to:

- assistance with business models, including market studies;

- assistance with financing/funding;

- environmental validation;

- monitoring, reporting and verification, and related services;

- other services related to regulatory, governance of technical revalidation.

Under this call, 2 types of advisory services will be offered to selected SME:

- Standard Project advisory: typically involving the expert(s) for 10 — 30 days to provide
advisory support in one single field of expertise needed. Successful applicants will
receive individual advisory services by CINEA GREEN ASSIST consultants.

- Extended Project Advisory: typically involving the expert(s) for 30 — 70 days to
provide advisory support across several fields of expertise. For complex projects,
successful applicants will be directly contacted by Ecorys, CINEA’s Contractor for
Project Advisory and proposed one or two experts of the CINEA Green Assist “Roster
of Expert” to jointly define their advisory programme.

More information on the CINEA Green Assist advisory services could be found in the CINEA
website https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/green-assist-green-advisory-service-sustainable-
investments-support en

4. Available budget & expected number of assignments

The maximum budget available for the Call is EUR 3 million.

Through this Call, EEN and CINEA GREEN ASSIST aim to support about 110 SMEs with

advisory services, assuming an expected split by type of advisory services as outlined in the
table below.

Total budget of the open call Indicative number of funded beneficiaries

Expectedly 110 SMEs, of which:
EUR 3.000.000 - Standard project advisory — 70 SMEs
- Extended project advisory — 40 SMEs

5. Timeline

Deadline for Results of Assignment Fiche Signed/

Call Opens Applications Selection Process Start of Activities End of Activities

23/02/2026 18/05/2026 01/07/2026 01/09/2026 31/07/2027
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The call is open from 23 February 2026 and will close on 18 May 2026 at 17:00 CET. The
planned schedule of the call is shown in Figure 1.

6. Admissibility
The applicant must fill in completely, correctly and in details the Request for Advisory
available, in the form of a Questionnaire in EUsurvey fomat) that can be found on the CINEA
website  https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/2026-call-projects-requesting-advisory-services-under-
green-assist_en. Requests that are not fully completed will be considered and not admissible

and will be rejected.

7. Eligibility
The Call is open to any legal entity® which fulfils the following eligibility conditions:

e It is established and operational in one of the countries participating in the EU’s
single market program which includes:

e The EU 27 member states (Applicants from Hungary are nominally eligible, but
should take extra care to ensure they are not excluded for funding based on
European Council Implementing Decision 2022/2506)* or in third countries
associated to the LIFE programme (i.e. currently Ukraine, Moldova and Iceland,)

e It is an SME as described by the European Commission Recommendation
2003/361/EC122 European Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC>, and the
SME user guide®:

- Is an enterprise, engaged in an economic activity,

AND

- Has a staff headcount of less than 250 full-time equivalents
AND

- Has an annual turnover of €50 Million or less,
OR

- Has a balance sheet total of €43 Million or less,
For any non-independent entities (i.e., those with a shareholding in other
enterprises, or those that have other enterprises within their own shareholding
structure), the above criteria must be assessed according to the methodology set out
in the SME user guide. In case of any doubt, your EEN sustainable advisor can help to

3 The entity designated in the request shall be the single point of contact and shall be liable for the
implementation of the project. Consequently, this entity must be directly involved in the technical
implementation of the project, having full capacity to make decision and representing the project vis a vis
stakeholders.

4 Or the other LIFE participating countries: Iceland, Ukraine, Moldova, North Macedonia.

5 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2003:124:0036:0041:en:PDF

6 User guide to the SME definition - Publications Office of the EU (https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-
/publication/756d9260-ee54-11ea-991b-01aa75ed71al)
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clarify the SME status during the determination of the action plan. However, it
remains the responsibility of the applicant to assess and clarify this.

e It has and provides a valid VAT number or registration number.

e Itis not in financial difficulty, bankrupt, in a liquidation or winding up process, having
its affairs administered by courts, or any similar situation according to the
Commission Regulation No 651/2014, art. 2.18.

e [tis not excluded from the possibility of obtaining EU funding under the provisions of
both national and EU law, or by a decision of both national or EU authority.

e It has fully filled-in the application form.

e |t agrees to provide information for follow-up data collections to support the impact
assessment study.

e |t does not currently benefit from a grant provided by the LIFE program.

e The applicant must demonstrate that the project that will benefit from the Advisory
Service:

- represents an environmental benefit, focusing on areas such as ecosystem
preservation, biodiversity protection, waste reduction, water efficiency, air
quality, land use, sustainable sourcing, carbon sequestration, or soil
generation,

- is in an investment area supported by Green Assist, such as natural capital,
biodiversity, circular economy and bioeconomy, climate change adaptation
and natural hazards, sustainable spatial design, environmental remediation
(of air, water and soil), greening non-environmental sectors (e.g. industry,
agriculture, forestry, blue economy)

- has an investment amount of minimum 1.000.000 EUR (requirement only
applicable to requests for Extended Project Advisory).

8. Application, Evaluation and Ranking Process

8.1.  Request for Advisory Services

Any eligible SME interested in receiving advisory services must first contact and consult their
EEN Sustainability Adviser which is the first contact and could provide guidance and support.
Following consultation of the EEN Sustainability Adviser, the SME can apply for CINEA GREEN
ASSIST advisory services, by filling in the EU survey provided on CINEA website
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/2026-call-projects-requesting-advisory-services-under-green-

assist en.

8.2.  Evaluation of Request for Advisory Services

Each Request for Advisory Service will be screened for admissibility and eligibility by the EEN
Sustainability Advisor. Any request deemed admissible and eligible by the EEN Sustainability
Adviser will be forwarded by the latter(s) to the CINEA GREEN ASSIST team, where these will
rank based on the process detailed under “ranking criteria”.
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8.3. Ranking of Request for Advisory Services

The CINEA GREEN ASSIST team will rank the eligible requests according to the mechanisms
defined hereunder. The available budget will be allocated to the requests based on the
ranking list elaborated.

The proposals will be allocated to two different pools, in accordance with the expected split
by type of advisory services referred to above: The proposals that where more than 30 days
to provide the agreed consultancy services will be ranked in the pool of “extended advisory”
while the proposals where the agreed advisory services may be delivered in between 10 and

Ill

30 days of consultancy services will be ranked in the pool “standard advisory”.

The proposals in each of the two pools will then be ranked based on the following cascade of
criteria:

1) Relevance: the following topics will be prioritised when establishing the ranking list:
- Construction and buildings: retrofitting, renovation, material substitution
- Textiles : sustainable fibres, recycling infrastructure
- Batteries and vehicles: electric mobility, closed-loop systems
- Plastics (incl. packaging): substitution, recycling, reuse systems
- Electronics and ICT: repairability, recyclability, circular supply chains
- Food, water and nutrients: bioeconomy, biomaterials, bio-based processes
2) Maturity: if, after the application of the first criteria, too many requests remain eligible for
the available budget, the proposals will be ranked according to the maturity criteria. The
ranking will be determined by the addition the score of two sub-criteria.
a. Capacity: projects that could demonstrate the availability of FTE dedicated to the
project, the stability of the organisation and of financial resources will be ranked
higher. The projects that demonstrate the operational maturity, will be scored 5,
the others 1.
b. Business model: the requested are scored from 4 (the closest from
commercialisation) to 1 (projects that are in ideation stage):

o 4 —Commercialisation: My project is fully prepared for market production,
now in commercial deployment and scaling operations

o 3 -Pre-Commercialisation: Core functionality and technical feasibility has
already been validated with earlier Pilots, | have also a Demonstrator and |
am testing the solution in a real-world environment, near commercial scale,
e.g. with some key anchor commercial partners.

o 2 —Pilot: | have one or more Pilot(s) that have allowed to test the technical
feasibility of my solution in a controlled, at sub-system or within limited-
scale, environment, validating the core functionality and addressing specific
scientific or technological questions.

o 1-Ideation: | am validating the core idea or technology in a controlled
setting. | have a proof of principle/ proof of concept already.

3) Impact: if, after the application of the first two criteria, too many requests remain eligible for
the available budget, the remaining proposals will be ranked according to impact criteria,
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defined as the expected investments amounts (Capital Expenditure — CAPEX) needed to
develop the project, from the projects that have the higher CAPEX, to the lower CAPEX.

CINEA will identify the top-ranked applicants, stopping once the maximum available budget
has been reached. If Advisory Requests are ranked equally above or at the threshold, a
secondary shortlisting criterion will be applied.

Each SME that submitted a proposal will be informed of the evaluation result. Only
successful proposals will be invited to engage into discussions for the formalisation of the
assighment (see following paragraph); the other ones will be rejected (or put on the reserve
list, if any).

4.1.  Formalisation of the assignment with CINEA GREEN ASSIST

At this stage, the invitation to engage into discussions for the formalisation of the
assignment does not constitute a formal commitment by the CINEA GREEN ASSIST team to
conclude a contract for the requested advisory services. The CINEA GREEN ASSIST team
carry out various legal checks final regarding legal entity validation, financial capacity,
exclusion check etc... may be undertaken. If these checks reveal credibility or eligibility
issues, request may be rejected. In addition, if no suitable expert can be retained, the
request will be either re-allocated as a “Standard project Advisory” or terminated.

for Standard Advisory services, the selected top-ranked SMEs will be contacted on behalf of
CINEA Green Assist by the consultant designated by CINEA’s delegated to formalize the
assignment scope, designing the assignment fiche, defining precisely the scope of the
advisory services attributed for the applicant.

For Extended Advisory Services), the selected top-ranked SMEs will be contacted by ECORYS
(CINEA contractor) also to formalise the assignment scope, designing the assignment fiche,
defining precisely the scope of the advisory services attributed for the applicant, as well as to
match the request to the most relevant experts.

In both cases, the formalisation of scope and the matching will be done through interviews
between the consultant and respectively Ecorys. It should be noted that the scope of the
services will be based on the preferences expressed by the requestor, as well as on the
interviews. The requested advisory service (definition of objectives and workload) will only
be confirmed once this formalization stage has been completed.

If the collaboration with the selected SME during the formalization of the assignment or
during the advisory mission itself is insufficient, the CINEA GREEN ASSIST team can
interrupt the assignment.
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4.2.  Delivery of the CINEA GREEN ASSIST advisory services

The advisory service is concluded with a final report (and when relevant, a final meeting)
that summarises the services provided and presents clear recommendations and next steps
to accelerate the project implementation, improve its feasibility and make it ready to attract
financing and launch.

5. Applicant’s responsibilities
SMEs applying to this Call must commit to fulfilling responsibilities related to the sharing of data and

material, for purposes of statistical comparison, dissemination, and communication activities.

SMEs that are selected will have additional responsibilities regarding reporting the progress and
outcomes of the implementation of their project.
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