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Project overview

Corncrakes (Crex crex) are an Annex 1 farmland bird
species which have undergone catastrophic decline in
western Europe

Corncrake LIFE has contributed to a 35% increase in
the populationin Ireland since 2020

Maijor factor was the development and | Calling male corncrakes (Ireland)
implementation of a pilot Results-Based agricultural |

Payment Scheme (RBaPS)
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Selecting Meaningful Indicators

 Scorecards designed to
reward for ideal habitat

* Actions supported to
reduce risk to the birds

Wildlife-Friendly mowing
(centre out) Late season mowing/grazing
using a game flushing bar

. Earlyand Late cover plot creation
i (Nettles and Common Hogweed)

* Whole farm plan
assessment applied to
ensure compliance and
implementation

Think corncrake- Act landscape

Speed presentations — RBaPS Platform Meeting — 9t Oct -
Leuven, Belgium



FARMING witlhh CORNCRAKES

An illustration of an idealised farmland that allows farming practices
& corncrakes (and oiher wildiife!) to live together in harmony.

Just a few small adjustments to your farming practices can
greatly increase the survival rate of these endangered.
iconic birds. In fact, without farming practices the land
will grow inhospitable for the cornerake 1o breed on.

The corncrake need yon!
Planting some crops and
allowing natural areas to
develop can make a huge
difference.

." L iy

-

wl

Late
season
meadows

Leave meadow
management as late in
the season as possible

to afford the bird's
time to nest

Outcomes:

250 participants across a range of schemes including RBaPS

Over 1,000 ha of land managed annually
Our RBaPS measures incorporated into our Ireland’s national agri-envi programme (ACRES)

A 35% growth in corncrake numbers in less than 5 years

Connectivity
It is important to leave

‘connected” strips to give

comcrake and other
wildlife continuous
cover.

Hosaics

Adding crops to
farming landscapes Vettle & Early & late
helps to create habitat hoquweed z
mosaics that can 4 cover
benefit corncrakes P““"’ Ground nesting birds like the
and other . comcrake are quite shy and like to

wildlife. > . hide among vegetation.

Early & late cover (ELC) provides
suitable tall vegetation throughout
the breeding season, especially at
the beginning and end when
grazed or cut vegetation in
grass fields is too short
for the birds.

Wetland

Wetter areas can
be really important

SPIH for comcrakes and
) Wildlife ) should be
Jriendly mowing retained.

The purpose of Wildlife
Friendly Mowing (WFM) is to
provide birds with continuous
cover as they escape from
the mower into a
neighbouring field or into
a selected refuge Rl:fug(-' strips
zone.
Refuge strips are areas
along the edge of plots
which are left un-mowed.
Birds & animals can escape §
to these strips and take

refuge when the field is
being mowed.




RBaPS- top tips

e Results-based in an
approach- not a panacea

. * Ahybrid model is often the
key

_._' ” * Acknowledge the risk-
Reward the outcome

E,‘::‘;‘]‘;, * Corncrakc;’
\;- : + i ® At th e e n d Of th e d ay_ www.corncrakelife.ie
> f @Corncrakelife.ie

’ @Corncrakelife
email corncrakelife@housing.gov.ie

“y.  thisis always about people
B = L 2




	Slide 1: Corncrake/Traoanch LIFE LIFE18 NAT/IE/000090 LIFE Atlantic Crex
	Slide 2: Project overview 
	Slide 3: Selecting Meaningful Indicators 
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: RBaPS- top tips

