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Project overview

Corncrakes (Crex crex) are an Annex 1 farmland bird 
species which have undergone catastrophic decline in 
western Europe

Corncrake LIFE has contributed to a 35% increase in 
the population in Ireland since 2020

Major factor was the development and 
implementation of a pilot Results-Based agricultural 
Payment Scheme (RBaPS)
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Selecting Meaningful Indicators
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Rewarding farmers for simply having corncrakes on 
their land has not worked-reactionary and unstable.

The identified need was to build capacity:

• Landscape level capacity for the birds

• Knowledge & delivery capacity for stakeholders

• Scorecards designed to 
reward for ideal habitat

• Actions supported to 
reduce risk to the birds

• Whole farm plan 
assessment applied to 
ensure compliance and 
implementation



Outcomes:

• 250 participants across a range of schemes including RBaPS
• Over 1,000 ha of land managed annually
• Our RBaPS measures incorporated into our Ireland’s national agri-envi programme (ACRES)
• A 35% growth in corncrake numbers in less than 5 years



RBaPS- top tips
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• Results-based in an 
approach- not a panacea

• A hybrid model is often the 
key

• Acknowledge the risk- 
Reward the outcome

• At the end of the day- 
 this is always about people
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