* X %
*x ./ *
*x /f *

* *
* 4 X

LIFE Preparatory Projects
Guidelines for Applicants
&

Evaluation Guide
2020

The current guidelines and evaluation guide apply to the preparation of proposals for
Preparatory projects as defined in Article 2 of the LIFE Regulation to be submitted to
the Commission under the LIFE sub-programmes for Environment and Climate action.
They are intended to help the applicant prepare and submit the project proposal

The LIFE Orientation Document (also available on the LIFE website) provides guidance
to applicants on how to identify the most suitable LIFE sub-programme and priority
area under which they could submit their proposal. This document also discusses the
distinctions between LIFE and other EU direct funding programmes.

The current guidelines are part of the call for proposals application package 2020,
which also includes the Model Grant Agreement, which should be carefully read
before submitting a LIFE proposal.
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1. General Information

1.1 What is LIFE?

LIFE is the European Programme for the Environment and Climate Action, for the period
from 1 January 2014 until 31 December 2020. The legal basis for LIFE is Regulation
1293/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 20132,

The LIFE Programme is structured in two sub-programmes: the sub-programme for
Environment and the sub-programme for Climate Action. The overall financial envelope for
the implementation of the LIFE Programme is 3,456,655,000 Euro, 75% of which is allocated
to the sub-programme Environment (2,592,491,250 Euro) and 25% of which is allocated to
the sub-programme Climate Action.

According to Article 17(4) of the LIFE Regulation, at least 81% of the total budget shall be
allocated to projects supported by way of action grants or, where appropriate, financial
instruments.

During the period 2014-2020, the Commission will launch one call for LIFE project proposals
per year.

LIFE is open to public or private bodies, actors or institutions registered in or, exceptionally,
outside the European Union. Project proposals can either be submitted by a single applicant
or by a partnership which includes a coordinating beneficiary (the applicant) and one or
several associated beneficiaries.

1.2 What are LIFE Preparatory projects?

According to the LIFE Regulation, Preparatory projects address specific needs for the
development and implementation of Union environmental or climate policy and legislation.

1.3 Scope of LIFE Preparatory projects

Once a year the Commission makes an inventory of specific needs regarding the
development and implementation of Union environmental or climate policy and legislation
that need to be addressed during the following years and identifies among them the needs
that could be addressed by Preparatory projects. Before launching the annual call for
proposals, Member States received a draft list of the identified specific needs that could be

1 Regulation (EU) No 1293/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013, published
in the Official Journal L 347/185 of 20 December 2013
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:1.:2013:347:0185:0208:EN:PDF
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addressed by preparatory projects and were asked to comment. Based on these comments,
the final list was established as described in section 2.1.

1.4 How, where and when to submit a proposal?

LIFE applicants must submit their proposals using the forms included in this application guide
and attaching all relevant documents. Applications must arrive at the following address no
later than 16:00 Brussels local time on 10 September 2020:

Postal address:

LIFE 2020 — Preparatory Projects
European Commission

DG ENV - LIFE Unit (BU9 03/006)
B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Delivery by hand is possible at the following address only:

LIFE 2020- Preparatory Projects
European Commission

DG ENV — LIFE Unit (BU9 03/006)
Avenue du Bourget 1

B-1140 Brussels (Evere)
Belgium

Note that it is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the proposal arrives on time;
any courier or postal service serves as the applicant's agent.

The proposal and all its obligatory annexes must be submitted on CD-ROM or DVD, in an
electronic format, accompanied by a signed cover letter. The full title of the proposal should
be clearly labelled on the CD-ROM/DVD and on the letter.

The proposal itself must be submitted as one "black and white only" pdf document, including
all technical forms (i.e. A, B and C forms) and all financial forms (F forms). These forms
should be scanned and submitted as a single pdf file of the original, printed, completed and
signed (where applicable) A4 size paper forms. The paper forms should be retained by the
applicants. Applicants should ensure that the corresponding pdf file is of a readable quality
(at a maximum resolution of 300 dpi - applicants must avoid sending files scanned at a
higher resolution in order to keep file sizes manageable).

The proposal must be printable on a black-and-white printer, and in an A4 format. Where
proposal forms are signed, beneficiaries are strongly advised to check whether the
signatures are still identifiable on a printout of the form.

Note that applicants should retain the original, signed Word and Excel files containing
all of these forms, for possible use in preparation of the final grant agreements.



Additional documents/annexes, other than those required, submitted by applicants (e.q.
brochures, CVs, additional information etc) will not be evaluated and therefore applicants
must not include any such material in the CD-ROM/DVD.

Very important: Please note that the e-mail address specified by the applicant as the
contact person's e-mail address in form A2 will be used by the Commission as the
single contact point for all correspondence with the applicant during the evaluation
procedure. It should therefore correspond to an e-mail account which is valid, active
and checked on a daily basis throughout the duration of the evaluation procedure.

1.5 Administrative and financial information to be provided

Beneficiaries may include: (1) public bodies, (2) private commercial organisations and (3)
private non-commercial organisations (including NGOs).

The term "public bodies" is defined as referring to national public authorities, regardless of
their form of organisation — central, regional or local structure — and the various bodies,
including public institutions, under their control, provided these operate on behalf of and
under the responsibility of the national public authority concerned. In the case of entities
registered as private law bodies wishing to be considered for the purpose of this call as
equivalent to "public law bodies", they should provide evidence proving that they comply with
all criteria applying to bodies governed by public law and in the event the entity stops its
activities, its rights and obligations, liability and debts will be transferred to a public body. For
a complete definition, please refer to form A3b ("Public body declaration™). All beneficiaries
which want to be considered and treated as a public body must complete form A3b.

All coordinating beneficiaries which do not want to be treated as a public body must complete
the simplified financial statement, which is provided in a separate excel file in the application
package.

All_applicants_and associated beneficiaries must show their legal status (by completing
application forms A2 or A5), and provide full information on the Member State (or third
country) in which they are registered. In addition, all beneficiaries must declare that they are
not in any of the situations foreseen under art. 136 and 141 of the EU Financial Regulation?
(by signing the application form A3 or A4 — instructions for this are given in section 3 of these
Guidelines).

Please refer to section 4.6 of this document for full details regarding the compulsory
administrative documents which are required with the proposal depending on the legal status
of the coordinating beneficiary.

2 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the
financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union (OJ L 193, 30.7.2018, p.1)
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1.6 How will LIFE Preparatory projects be selected?

The European Commission is responsible for the evaluation procedure.
The project selection procedure will be organised as follows:

o Evaluation of proposals: The Commission will verify the compliance of each proposal
with the eligibility and selection criteria, and will evaluate them against the award
criteria. Proposals will be ranking on the basis of the score obtained in relation to the
award criteria.

e After a review phase, successful projects will be proposed for funding, within the
available budget.

e Signature of the grant agreement: This is expected to occur in November or
December 2020 or in early 2021.

Details of the evaluation procedure are described in section 4 of this document.

1.7 General Guidance to Applicants

The current chapter replies to some frequently asked questions on how to conceive a LIFE
project proposal.

1.7.1 In which language may the proposal be submitted?

LIFE proposals may be submitted in any of the official EU languages, except Irish or Maltese.
The Commission nevertheless strongly recommends that applicants fill in the technical part
of the proposal in clear English.

Form B1 ("Summary description of the project”) must always be submitted in English. It may
in addition also be submitted in the language of the proposal.

1.7.2 Who may submit a proposal for a Preparatory Project?

A proposal may be submitted by any legal person registered in the European Union.

Applicants may fall into three types of beneficiaries: (1) public bodies, (2) private commercial
organisations and (3) private non-commercial organisations (including NGOs).

The term "public bodies" is defined in section 1.5 of this document. The applicant must show
its legal status (by completing application form A2) confirming legal registration in the EU.

Once a proposal has been accepted for co-funding, the applicant will become the
coordinating beneficiary legally and financially responsible for the implementation of the
project. The coordinating beneficiary will be the single point of contact for the Commission
and will be the only beneficiary to report directly to the Commission on the project's technical
and financial progress.

The coordinating beneficiary receives the EU financial contribution from the Commission and
ensures its distribution as specified in the partnership agreements established with the



associated beneficiaries (if any). The coordinating beneficiary must be directly involved in the
technical implementation of the project and in the dissemination of the project results.

Section 1.5 also provides more details regarding the compulsory administrative documents
which are required with the proposal depending on the legal status of the coordinating
beneficiary.

1.7.3 Who may participate in a project?

In addition to the coordinating beneficiary, a LIFE proposal may also involve one or more
associated beneficiaries and/or one or more project co-financers.

An associated beneficiary may be legally registered outside the European Union, provided
that the coordinating beneficiary is based in the EU. Any activities to be carried out outside
the EU must be necessary to achieve EU environmental objectives and to ensure the
effectiveness of interventions carried out in the Member State territories to which the Treaties
apply. An associated beneficiary must always contribute technically to the proposal and
hence be responsible for the implementation of one or several project actions. An associated
beneficiary must also contribute financially to the project. It must provide the beneficiary with
all the necessary documents required for the fulfilment of its reporting obligations to the
Commission.

There is no obligation to involve associated beneficiaries in a LIFE proposal. A proposal that
is submitted without any other participant other than the coordinating beneficiary itself is
perfectly eligible. On the other hand, a beneficiary should not hesitate to associate other
beneficiaries if this would bring an added value to the project. A meaningful collaboration can
be expected, for instance, when the partnership strengthens the European added value of
the project and/or the transferability of its results and lessons learnt.

Each beneficiary (coordinating or associated) must bear part of the project costs and must
thus contribute financially to the project budget. (The contribution may exceed the foreseen
costs in case a beneficiary also want to act as co-financer.) It cannot therefore be
reimbursed for 100% of the project costs that it incurs. Furthermore no beneficiary may act,
in the context of the project, as a sub-contractor to another beneficiary.

The costs of an affiliated entity to a private beneficiary may also be eligible project costs,
but only if the role of the affiliated entity is clearly described in the project application.

Costs of an affiliated entity to a public beneficiary are not eligible; the affiliated entity should
become an associated beneficiary in order to participate in the project. Thus, public
undertakings whose capital is publicly owned and that are considered an instrument or a
technical service of a public administration, and are subject to the administration control, but
are in effect separate legal entities, must become beneficiaries if a public administration
intends to entrust the implementation of certain project actions to the undertaking. This is the
case for example in Spain for "empresas publicas" such as TRAGSA, or EGMASA and in
Greece for regional development agencies.

A project co-financer only contributes to the project with financial resources, has no
technical responsibilities, and cannot benefit from the EU financial contribution. Furthermore,



it cannot act, in the context of the project, as a sub-contractor to any of the project's
beneficiaries.

However, project proposals involving business-sector co-financing will be favourably
considered during the evaluation process where this co-financing contributes to the probable
sustainability of the project results.

For specific tasks of a fixed duration, a proposal may also foresee the use of
subcontractors. Subcontractors cannot act as beneficiaries or vice-versa. Subcontractors
provide external services to the project beneficiaries who fully pay for the services provided.
Sub-contractors should not be identified by name in the proposal unless they are considered
an affiliated entity to a project beneficiary. (Note that affiliated entities to public beneficiaries
MUST become associated beneficiaries to the project.)

For a more detailed description of the respective rules related to the coordinating beneficiary,
associated beneficiaries and subcontractors, please refer to articles 11.1, 1.2, 11.10 and 11.11
of the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement.

1.7.4 What is the optimal budget for a Preparatory project?

There is no fixed minimum size for project budgets. For LIFE Preparatory Projects,
maximum budget envelopes are established for each specific need. See section 2.1 for
details.

1.7.5 What is the maximum rate of EU co-financing under LIFE?

The maximum EU co-financing rate for LIFE Preparatory projects is 60% of the eligible
project costs.

1.7.6 How much should project beneficiaries contribute to the project
budget?

The coordinating beneficiary and each associated beneficiary is expected to provide a
reasonable financial contribution to the project budget. A beneficiary's financial contribution
is considered as a proof of its commitment to the implementation of the project objectives — a
very low financial contribution may therefore be considered as an absence or lack of
commitment. A proposal may not be submitted if the financial contribution of any of the
beneficiaries to the proposal budget is 0 Euro.

Moreover, where public bodies are involved as coordinating and/or associated beneficiaries
in a project, the sum of their financial contributions to the project budget must exceed (by at
least 2%) the sum of the salary costs charged to the project for personnel who are not
considered 'additional’. For details, please refer to the General Conditions of the LIFE Model
Grant Agreement.



1.7.7 What is the optimal starting date and duration for a project?

The earliest possible starting date for projects is 1 January 2021. Any costs incurred before
the project's starting date will not be considered eligible and cannot be included in the project
budget.

There is no pre-determined project duration for a LIFE project. Generally speaking, the
project duration must correspond to what is necessary to complete all of the project's actions
and to reach all its objectives. A Preparatory project would be expected to last between 2
and 3 years.

The experience of the previous LIFE programme has shown that many projects had
difficulties completing all actions within the proposed project duration, mostly due to
unforeseen delays and difficulties encountered during the project. Beneficiaries are therefore
strongly advised to build an appropriate safety margin (e.g. 6 months) into the timetable of
their proposal.

Beneficiaries should also be aware that a project that has completed all of its actions prior to
the expected end date can submit its final report ahead of schedule and receive its final
payment before the official project end date mentioned in the grant agreement.

1.7.8 Where can a LIFE Preparatory project take place?

LIFE projects shall take place in the territory of the European Union Member States. The
LIFE Programme may also finance activities outside the EU and in overseas countries and
territories (OCTSs), provided that the coordinating beneficiary is based in the EU and strong
evidence is provided that the activities to be carried out outside the EU are necessary to
achieve EU environmental objectives and to ensure the effectiveness of interventions carried
out in the Member State territories to which the Treaties apply.

The eligibility criteria formulated in European Commission notice Nr.2013/C-205/05 (OJEU
C-205 of 19/07/2013, pp. 9-11), concerning the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities
in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial
instruments funded by the EU from 2014 onwards, shall apply for all actions under this call
for proposals, including with respect to third parties referred to in the Financial Regulation.

1.7.9 Who should be in charge of the project management?

It is expected that the project management is carried out by the staff of the coordinating
beneficiary. However, on the basis of an appropriate justification it may be carried out by a
sub-contractor under the direct control of the coordinating beneficiary. Any other
arrangements for the project management would have to be adequately explained and
justified. It is also strongly advised that each project has a full-time project manager.

While there is no obligation to include in the proposal budget any costs related to the project
management, the proposal should nevertheless clearly describe who will be in charge of the
project management, how much personnel and time will be devoted to this task and how and
by whom decisions on the project will be made during the project period (i.e. how and by
whom the project management will be controlled).
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1.7.10 To which extent are salary costs of public staff eligible for LIFE co-
funding?

Please refer to section 3.2 'Form F1 — Direct personnel costs'.

1.7.11 How much outsourcing of project activities is allowed?

The beneficiaries should have the financial and operational capacity and competency to
carry out the proposed project activities. It is therefore expected that the share of the project
budget allocated to external assistance should remain below 35%. Higher shares may only
be accepted if an adequate justification for this is provided in the project proposal.

If a beneficiary is a public body, any outsourcing must be awarded in accordance with the
applicable rules on public tendering and in conformity with EU Directives on public tendering
procedures.

For amounts exceeding 130,000 Euro, private beneficiaries must invite competitive tenders
from potential subcontractors and award the contract to the bid offering best value for money;
in doing so they shall observe the principles of transparency and equal treatment and shall
take care to avoid any conflicts of interest.

Furthermore, it should be recalled that all expenditure in LIFE projects must respect the
principle of sound financial management.

Green procurement: all beneficiaries (public and private) are strongly invited to carefully
consider the possibility to "green" their procurement activities. The European Commission
has established a toolkit for this purpose. More information can be found at
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/toolkit _en.htm

1.7.12 Under which conditions does LIFE favour transnational projects?

The LIFE Regulation indicates that, while selecting the projects to be co-funded, the
Commission shall have special regard to transnational projects, when transnational
cooperation is essential to guarantee environmental or climate protection.

1.7.13 How voluminous should a LIFE proposal be?

A proposal should be as concise and clear as possible. Clear and detailed descriptions
should, however, be provided for all project actions. Maps should be annexed wherever this
would be useful to clarify the location of the proposed actions.

Brochures, CVs and similar documents should not be submitted and will be ignored if
provided.

1.7.14 Can ongoing activities be included in the project?

Actions already ongoing before the start of the project are not eligible.
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Where actions to be undertaken in the project are significantly different from previous or
ongoing activities in terms of frequency or intensity they are not considered ongoing.

Exceptionally, in case of actions that were undertaken and completed in the past and that are
proposed to be repeated at a similar frequency or intensity during the project, the applicant
must provide evidence that such actions would not have been carried out in the absence of
the LIFE project.

1.7.15 What are the requirements related to long-term sustainability of
the project and its actions?

LIFE projects represent a considerable investment, and the European Union attaches great
importance to the long term sustainability of these investments. It is obligatory that
throughout the duration of the project, the beneficiaries consider how these investments will
be secured, maintained, developed and made use of or replicated after the end of the
project. This should be built into the proposal.

1.7.16 What is the relationship between LIFE funding and other EU
funding programmes?

According to Article 8 of the LIFE Regulation, support from the LIFE Programme should be
"complementary to other financial instruments of the Union" and overlap between the LIFE
Programme and other Union policies and funding programmes should be avoided. These
include, amongst others, the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social
Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, the
Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme, the European Fisheries Fund and
the Horizon 2020 Programme.

The beneficiaries must inform the Commission about any related funding they have received
from the EU budget, as well as any related ongoing applications for funding from the EU
budget. The beneficiaries must also check that they are not receiving on-going operating
grants from LIFE (or other EU programmes) which would lead to double financing.

Research activities

Whereas EU funding for research activities is provided under Horizon 2020 — the Framework
Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)3, limited research aimed to improve
and enhance the knowledge data underpinning the project may be carried out within a LIFE
project. Research must be strictly limited and intrinsically related to the project's objectives
and the applicant shall explain in detail how the proper implementation of the project relies
on these research activities, showing that the existing scientific basis is insufficient, and how
the additional knowledge will be used to implement the project actions. In such a case,
scientific publications are considered important deliverables of the project.

3 Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 laying
down the rules for participation and dissemination in "Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research
and Innovation (2014-2020)" and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1906/2006 (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 81).
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1.7.17 Do | need to worry about the project's "carbon footprint"?

You should aim to keep the "carbon footprint" of your project as low as is reasonably
possible. Details of efforts to be made to reduce CO, emissions during a project's life shall be
included in the description of the project. However, you should be aware that project
expenses for offsetting greenhouse gas emissions will not be considered as eligible costs.

1.8 Personal Data Protection Clause

The personal data supplied with your proposal, notably the name, address and other contact
information of the beneficiaries will be transferred to a database called Butler, which will be
made available to the EU Institutions and agencies and to an external monitoring team under
contract to the Commission, who are bound by a confidentiality agreement. Butler is used
exclusively to manage LIFE projects.

A summary of each project, including the name and contact information of the coordinating
beneficiary, will be placed on the LIFE website and made available to the general public. At a
certain point the coordinating beneficiary will be invited to check the accuracy of this
summary.

The Commission, or its contractors may also use the personal data of unsuccessful
applicants for follow up actions in connection with future applications.

Throughout this process, Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the
processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on
the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001, will be
respected by the Commission and its contractors. You will notably have the right to access
data concerning you in our possession and to request corrections.

Submission of a proposal implies that you accept that the personal data contained in your
proposal is made available as described above. It will not be used in any other way or for any
other purposes than those described above.

1.9 Useful links

LIFE Regulation: Regulation (EU) No 1293/2013 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 December 2013 published in the Official Journal L 347/185 OF 20 December
2013:

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:0J.L .2013.347.01.0185.01.ENG

LIFE Multi-annual Work Programme 2018-2020:

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?0id=1518531793134&uri=CELEX:32018D0210
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Financial Regulation:

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32018R1046
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2. Guidance concerning LIFE 2020 Preparatory Projects

2.1 Specific Needs Identified for 2020

Under the 2020 call, proposals may be submitted only to address the following 11 specific
needs under the Environment and Climate action sub-programmes.

Applicants should also refer to section “4.4.2) Specific_selection criteria_for _proposals
addressing each of the specific needs for Preparatory Projects” for additional application
requirements.

Specific needs under the Environment sub-programme:

1) Enhancing the capacity of EnviCrimeNet to help combat environmental crime (max.
EU co-financing: 450.000 €)

The 2018 Commission action plan on environmental compliance assurance* was
accompanied by the establishment of a new permanent high-level expert group, the
Environmental Compliance and Governance Forum® (“the Forum”), whose members, inter
alia, include European networks of enforcement professionals. One of these networks is
EnviCrimeNet, which was established as an informal network in 2011 following a Council
Resolution from 20 May 2011, and which comprises police and other law enforcement
authorities (LEASs) whose responsibilities include combating environmental crime.

The ongoing work of the Forum inter alia focuses on the fight against environmental crime,
as well as the enhancement of the role and activities of the professional networks, including
EnviCrimeNet.

Against this background, the project will provide support at a strategic level to the role and
activities of EnviCrimeNet for a period of up to three years.

The project will facilitate the organisation of, and participation by professionals from all EU
Member States in EnviCrimeNet events or related events (whether involving physical or
virtual meetings), including:

¢ An annual general EnviCrimeNet assembly;

¢ Implementation of biannual meetings of the EnviCrimeNet Steering Group;

e Other ad hoc events and patrticipation by EnviCrimeNet representatives in events of
interest to the Forum or its members in relation to the fight against environmental
crime, such as joint events involving other professional networks, notably IMPEL,
ENPE and EUFJE.

It will also facilitate ENVICrimeNEt’s long-term strategic planning that identifies user needs
and establish a timetable on when to meet these needs e.g. by issue guidance
documentation or other materials. Other output could take the form of studies; strategic
reports with recommendations on how best to strengthen the network and its activities;
guidance or awareness-raising documentation. Content may inter alia include or address:
e a description of the range of activities that the network can or might cover to help its
members;

4 COM(2018) 10 final; SWD(2018) 10final.
5 C(2018) 10 final.
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¢ identification of relevant good practices and approaches to investigation of
environmental crime, relevant trends, and examples of capacity-building initiatives
undertaken by EnviCrimeNet and its members;

¢ means of improving the availability of data, information and intelligence related to
environmental crime and offending;

e awareness-raising in relation to enforcement strategies, the root causes of
environmental crimes, appropriate sanctions and penalties, prevention of reoffending
and ensuring the correction and remediation environmental harm;

e a description of the range of advisory or other roles that the network can or might
cover to assist the EU institutions in the development and implementation of policies
related to combating environmental crime, including provision of summaries of
relevant activities of EnviCrimeNet and its members, advice on training, guidance and
other documentation and compilation of environmental crime statistics;

e the possibilities and practical aspects of strengthening cross-network co-operation,
for example through participation in joint conferences, peer reviews, operational
exchanges and enforcement actions;

e means of expanding and securing a stable membership of EnviCrimeNet;

o exploring the constitution of the network, including the advantages and disadvantages
of establishing it as a legal person like some other professional networks;

e the possible arrangements for providing the network with an effective, permanent
secretariat support;

o the forms of practical support that members need to provide in order to enable
EnviCrimeNet to function effectively and provide a full range of benefits to its
members and others;

o the forms of long-term support from the EU institutions that would help EnviCrimeNet
to provide a full range of benefits to its members and others.

With a view to enhancing the profile of EnviCrimeNet and encouraging active public
advocacy and participation by LEAs across the European Union, the project will disseminate
information about EnviCrimeNet across all Member States, and will also enhance the
network’s on-line presence.

2) Support for the preparation of Emission Control Areas in the Mediterranean Sea
(duration of the project: three years; max. EU co-financing: 1.000.000 €)

Maritime shipping is a major source of pollution (SOx, PM, NOx), impacting human health in
coastal areas and ecosystems (sea, land), as i.a. the Interreg project Clean North Sea
Shipping indicated. Therefore, the IMO and the EU have jointly worked to set clear and
uniform rules to address shipping with the aim to significantly protect human health and the
environment at global and EU levels. This has resulted in successful Emission Control Areas
in the North Sea and Baltic Sea, which substantially reduced air pollution from ships in
relevant port cities and coastal areas (see COM Report 2016/802). Now the Mediterranean
Sea area should be addressed. But the case of developing a MED ECA (Mediterranean
Emission Control Area) is very challenging in terms of the number of countries involved
(including non-EU developing countries) and the geographical scope. Some non-EU
countries have not ratified international IMO conventions and need help to be part of the
MED ECA designation in this context as well as in preparing their maritime and oil industry to
the required adaptation.
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Therefore work is required to lower polluting emissions from ships in the Mediterranean sea
areas with very high density of maritime traffic and bordering densely populated port cities
and coastlines in EU waters and shared sea basins. In this context, Mediterranean countries
are working towards the creation of an Emission Control Area in the Mediterranean Sea, as
agreed in the framework of the Barcelona Convention at the 21st session of the Conference
of Parties, and decided to present a proposal to the IMO in 2022. However, the information in
terms of country profiles and technical needs in the area of maritime safety and protection of
the marine environment is really limited, including in specialised agencies such as EMSA.
The project would therefore have a clear added value in terms of EU policy development
(including the European Green Deal) and help create a level playing field between sea ports.

Foreseen actions:

-Drafting an inventory of needs, bottlenecks and barriers for establishing a MED ECA:
political and related to governance (at all levels of government/administration in the various
prospective MED ECA countries), technical, legal, environmental, economic, financial, ...;

-Developing scenarios, including quantifying costs and benefits (economic, environmental);
-Developing financial support mechanisms;
-Providing expertise to the various prospective MED ECA countries;

-Setting up coordination structures and incentive mechanisms for cooperation and
enforcement, including Ministries of Environment, Ministries of Transport, other authorities
responsible for maritime shipping and other relevant authorities;

-Setting up structures for support to legislative governance, transfer of best practice, dialogue
with industry (i.a. vessel owners and operators, ports);

-Identifying further needs through communication and dialogue;

-Investigating how, by supporting ratification of international conventions and participation in
the MED ECA initiative, the issue of substandard ships from non-EU countries can be
addressed which would also benefit those ship owners and operators operating in the
Mediterranean basin, e.g. by having fewer inspections when calling in EU ports;

-Exploring the steps to be made, including the possibility of partial ECAs (geographic scope,
air pollutants, ...)

The project is to build on related initiatives such as the project SAFEMED IVS, create
synergies/complementarity and avoid overlaps. Also the experiences in the development of
the existing ECAs should be used.

3) Support for the compilation of emission inventories to improve air quality modelling
(duration of the project: three years; max. EU co-financing: 1.000.000 €)

Clean air is essential to human health. It is also essential to sustaining the environment, and
provides multiple economic and social benefits. The scientific evidence of harmful effects of
air pollution is well established, robust and points to a clear need for action. Air pollution
continues to be the number one environmental health problem across the European Union —

6 http://emsa.europa.eu/safemed-iv-project.html
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especially as related to high levels of fine particulate matter (PM2.5), nitrogen dioxide (NO2)
and ozone (O3).

With the Ambient Air Quality Directives, and in combination with the wider EU Clean Air
Policy Framework, the European Union has the policy tools at hand to address this
challenge. These Directives have recently been evaluated as part of a fitness check (see
SWD(2019) 427). This evaluation concluded that there is scope to further strengthen the
provisions for and approaches available to air quality modelling, in order to improve the
comparability of air quality information further.

A particular challenge the current generation of air quality modelling tools faces is to fully
capture the observed levels of pollutant concentrations, as well as their full spatial and
temporal variability. Improvements in this regards would help improve the assessment of air
quality and the design of air quality plans and measures to address air pollution — for
example by improving their ability to capture the importance of different sources or the
impact of a given emission abatement measure(s).

Where discrepancies between measured and modelled air quality data persist, possible
explanations include — but are not limited to — (a) a lack of or under-/over-estimation of
sources in the emission inventory, (b) poor modelling of secondary organics, (c) the role of
condensable emissions, (d) the lack of representativeness of the measured station, (e) the
lack of measurements at the right location, (f) problems with modelling meteorology, (g)
issues with the scale of the model (local versus regional), and others.

While in specific cases several of the above can explain the discrepancies, the attribution of
explanations often remain at the level of hypotheses because of lacking resources to
investigate the issue further. In the frame of FAIRMODE’, best practices have been identified
but recommendations remain fragmented. There is a need to test the existing
recommendations (e.g. assessment, planning, source apportionment) in real situations and
also to develop additional ones on other aspects (e.g. emissions).

The starting point of the project is to be a diagnosis based on a thorough analysis of the
current situation of the air quality data: emissions — air quality assessment air quality
planning and source apportionment. This analysis should be based on the use of spatial,
temporal, dynamic® and multi pollutant indicators to identify the potential issues and indicate
possible ways forward to clarify them.

After this stage, the project should define recommendations on the compilation of emission
inventories. This work should include at least the following actions:

¢ Identification of the uncertainties related to emission factors (e.g. burning of various types
of wood, coal, peat and waste);

o Identification of the possible discrepancies between local and larger scale emission
inventories;

" FAIRMODE is a Forum for Air Quality Modelling created for exchanging experience and results from air
quality modelling in the context of the Air Quality Directives and for promoting the use of modelling for air
quality assessment and management in a harmonized manner between Member States.

8 By “dynamic” we mean here the responses of air quality models to emission changes
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e Sensitivity analysis to understand the impacts of these uncertainties on pollutant
concentrations;

e Use of source apportionment approaches (e.g. receptor models) to reduce existing
uncertainties;

e Based on previous steps, draw recommendations (supported by quantitative estimates)
to support the compilation of emission inventories.

The overall aim of this project is (1) to allow modelling groups to identify the main causes of
the discrepancies, by quantitatively testing different hypotheses and (2) to draw and test
recommendations on best practices.

By improving air quality modelling, the project will contribute to the better development,
implementation and evaluation of air quality assessment, air quality plans and source
apportionment, and thus help local authorities achieve cleaner air, as stated in the European
Green Deal®. It will support the implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives and
contribute to a better allocation of European Funding to air quality measures.

4) Support for testing procedures for air pollutants from solid fuel heating appliances
(duration of the project: three years; max. EU co-financing: 1.000.000 €)

An accurate picture of the real emissions of air pollutants from the combustion of solid fuel
such as particulate matter is highly important, as fine and ultra fine dust constitutes one of
the biggest health problems in Europe and is directly linked to around 400.000 premature
deaths in Europe every year. While constituting a little less than 3 % of total energy
consumption in the EU, solid fuel combustion in households contributes around 55% to total
emissions of fine particulate matter, i.e. four times more than road transport (EEA, data for
EU-33 from 2017). Real reductions from this source must therefore be achieved. Accurate
data on real world emissions (or approaching these) by solid fuel heating appliances placed
on the market will help the implementation of realistic and adequate measures in National Air
Pollution Control Programmes and Air Quality Plans to comply with National Emission
Reduction Commitments (under the NEC Directive) and air quality standards (under the
Ambient Air Quality Directives) respectively.

This will also contribute to the achievement of priorities under the European Green deal. In
particular, it will support the EU’s goal to work towards a zero pollution ambition for a toxic
free environment, and the transition to clean, affordable and secure energy, with the
involvement of and benefits for consumers. It will also help fulfil international obligations
(notably under the UNECE Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution).

Related to solid fuel heating appliances, this project seeks to:

e Investigate and provide technical recommendations on the emission measurements
of the most relevant air pollutants specific for solid fuel (PMx, B(a)P, ...) , their
emission thresholds and relevant parameters, both from stack emissions and non-
stack emissions (through leaking into the indoor environment first), for future revisions
or the development of Ecodesign implementing measures, energy labelling measures
and eco-labelling initiatives, considering the needs to support Member States in

9 COM(2019) 640 final The European Green Deal
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reaching compliance with National Emission Reduction Commitments, the accuracy
needed for market surveillance, and technological progress (BAT);

e Investigate and provide technical recommendations on which solid fuels could and/or
should be covered in revised Ecodesign implementing measures, and which
consequences this would have for harmonised measurement standards;

e Support the CEN process for developing new harmonised standards for emissions of
air pollutants, for the Construction Product Regulation and/or Ecodesign
implementing measures, building on the so-called “EN-PME” measurement method,
considering elements such as quantity of particular matter (PN) as well as weight, all
combustion phases and likely solid fuels used in devices, real firing conditions in full
combustion chambers and taking into account condensed particles from the flue gas;

e Support the process under the UNECE Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air
Pollution, for PM and related issues (e.g. condensables) from solid fuel domestic
heating;

o Develop and justify suggestions for emission factors considering the various fuels,
pollutants, stove types, age groups and measurement standards;

e Estimate the environmental (especially in the context of NAPCPs) and socio-
economic impacts of the various options that the project will identify, considering
other relevant parts of EU acquis and EU policies;

¢ Involve stakeholders to promote better governance and improve knowledge and
awareness among inter alia policy makers, authorities (including market surveillance
and national standardisation bodies), as well as industry (manufacturers, Notified
Bodies, ...).

The project should contribute to the achievement of the objectives and ambition of the
European Green Deal, and where possible, build on the discussions at the Clean Air Fora
and the conclusions of Clean Air Dialogues, the LIFE Clean Heat project and the LIFE
Integrated Projects that address solid fuel combustion for domestic heating, and the work
done so far related to Ecodesign implementing measures (e.g. the study on third party
testing, ECOS activities in CEN Committees).

5) Putting into practice the key actions of the new EU Habitat Action Plan for Dry
Calcareous Grassland (max. EU co-financing: 1.500.000 €)

In November 2019, the EU Expert Group on the Birds and Habitats Directives (NADEG)
approved the first-ever EU-wide habitat action plan, targeting an Annex | of the Habitats
Directive: the “Action plan to maintain and restore to favourable conservation status the
habitat type 6210 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous
substrates”
(https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/pdf/EUHabitat_ap6210.p
df).

The plan includes a Framework for Action, with 6 specific objectives and associated key
actions, which is based on the diagnosis, ecological requirements and characterisation of this
habitat type, its conservation status as reported by Member States, known threats and
pressures, conservation management experience and other relevant information.
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The aim of this LIFE Preparatory project is to bridge the gap between planning and concrete
implementation of action, with a view to achieving favourable conservation for habitat 6210
status by 2050 at the latest. The project is therefore expected to develop and implement the
necessary processes that lead towards a full implementation of the Action plan, covering all
EU Member States where the habitat occurs, during a period of 5 years. By the end of the
project, all key actions should at least have been started in all Member States concerned.

The 6 objectives to be implement are the following:

1. Stop further decline of 6210 habitat area and prevent its deterioration by ensuring
appropriate management of the remaining habitat areas.

2. Establish conservation objectives objectives for 6210 at biogeographical and national level
to reach favourable conservation status in the long term, and ensure that the site level
conservation objectives for Special Areas of Conservation are in line with these objectives
set at higher levels.

3. Establish and implement conservation measures for 6210, including habitat restoration,
with a view to achieving the defined conservation objectives at biogeographical, national and
site-level.

4. Ensure ecological connectivity for 6210 across the habitat range, including by restoring
areas outside the Natura 2000 network, in line with the defined conservation objectives at
biogeographical and national level.

5. Improve knowledge, conservation status assessment and monitoring schemes for 6210
habitat.

6. Promote the implementation of the habitat action plan, disseminate and share knowledge
and experience in protecting and managing 6210 habitat.

The methodology of the project should follow the following steps:

1. Inyear 1, the project manager will update the information related to the state of play
of the implementation of the key actions listed under each of the 6 objectives of the
Action Plan; in all Member States concerned by the Action Plan. The project will use
a guestionnaire sent to the members of the Expert Group on the Birds and Habitats
Directive (NADEG) and will complete the information with a literature review.

2. Inyear 1, with the view to show the synergy between the habitats action plan and the
pollinator initiative (action 4A), the project will also identify the specific synergies
between all the action and their benefits for pollinators. If not covered in the plan, the
project will identify the key actions needed for pollinators.

3. At the end of year 1, from the information on the state of play of the implementation of
the action plan collected under step 1 and 2 , the project manager will identify the
remaining gaps and processes needed in all the relevant Member States for each
action listed under 6 objectives. The results will be presented in a progress report.

4. At the beginning of year 2, the gaps and the identification of the necessary processes
will be validated by a steering committee composed of the Commission, the relevant
national authorities (agriculture and environmental ministries), key national agencies
implicated in the implementation of the plan, researchers, local authorities and
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stakeholders (farmers and NGOs). The expected output of this step is the
organization of one day workshop which will gather the steering committee and the
drafting of a workshop report.

5. From year 2 to 5, the project manager will support the processes identified and
contribute to implementing the actions. The expected outputs are yearly reports on
the implementation of the actions.

6. At the end of year 5, on the basis of the yearly report under step 5, the project
manager will estimate the overall effectiveness of the Action Plan to meet favourable
conservation status, using the latest available habitat conservation estimates and
trends. The expected output is a report and the organization a final conference to
present the results of the project.

Particular attention will be given to quantify the State of play at the time of the adoption of the
action plan for example hectares of the habitat type against hectares of the habitat type that
improved by the implementation of the plan. The contractor could rely on the Result Based
Payment Scheme approach for which the pilot projects demonstrated great value of such an
approach exactly for protected habitats and species.

6) Restoration of tree plantations to natural forests (max. EU co-financing: 900.000 €)

The objective of the preparatory project is to demonstrate the feasibility and scalability at EU
level of converting tree plantations (single species, single age stands, short production cycle)
to natural forests or a close-to-nature forestry management suitable for the local ecological
conditions to restore ecosystem services especially biodiversity fire and drought resilience (to
abiotic’® and biotic -insects, diseases) injuring factors as well as water retention
enhancement (in adequate scales)in different European Member States while taking into
account socio-economic conditions. The proposed project addresses the EU commitment in
the present Biodiversity Strategy target 2 to restore degraded ecosystems in Europe and
target 3 to improve forest management.

The project will include the following tasks:

1. Restore at least 2 sites of tree plantations per Member State in at least four Member
States, covering at least three Natura 2000 Biogeographic Regions. The sites should
be at least 25ha(?) and should be selected with a view to cover a wide range of tree-
plantation types, including different species, different ages, different
geomorphological characteristics, different types of ownership. on the creating the
highest possible contribution to biodiversity. The project should foresee an integrated
forest management approach ensuring that biodiversity is a key aspect in the forest
management approach of the site while not excluding the socio-economic role it
plays. This management approach should be based on existing scientific evidence.

The project should also display that strengthening ecosystem services and biodiversity
reinforces its resilience while still supporting local and rural communities. Grantees are
expected to propose management objectives for the sites which clearly aim at improving

10 In example wind, snow.
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biodiversity, these objectives should include economic objectives that facilitate not hamper
biodiversity.

Management objectives should be set for each site and implemented during the project
duration, allowing for an adaptation of the objectives, where considered needed. Local
stakeholders shall be involved in the setting up of the new management objectives. Detailed
reports should be prepared for each site highlighting the results of the restoration process
and lessons learnt for tree-plantation restoration in general.

2. Undertake an assessment of the ecosystem services provided before the restoration
process and 3 years after its start, and deliver a synthesis report.

3. Prepare a manual for tree-plantation restoration activities, on the basis of the project
outcomes and of literature review, including results of other projects. A draft report
shall be prepared within the first two years, with a final report finalised at the end of
the project. In the implementation of task 3, the project shall organise at least two
workshops, inviting stakeholders from all EU Member states, and non-EU states if
considered useful, with a view to gather evidence and test the acceptability of the
proposed methodology.

The project duration is up to 4 years.

Linking it with existing projects like Integrate and LIFE projects would be a plus.

7) Restoration of desertified land through nature-based solutions (max. EU co-
financing: 500.000 €)

The objective of the preparatory project is to demonstrate the feasibility and scalability at EU
level of a specific nature-based solution! (such as sustainable cattle grazing, agroforestry) —
with safeguards to ensure protection of biodiversity — to restore areas in drylands degraded
as a result of human exploitation of fragile ecosystems (e.g. overgrazed grasslands subject
to high wind or rain erosion, loss of soil carbon and/or loss of biodiversity). The proposed
project addresses the EU commitment in the environmental policy to address desertification
(UNCCD), to strive to achieve land degradation neutrality (UN sustainable agenda for 2030)
and the EU objective to halt the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services in the EU and
develop an ambitious EU Nature Restoration Plan (EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030).

The project will:

o identify areas of land in drylands in at least 5 regions in at least 3 MS in the EU, that
have been similarly degraded by unsustainable exploitation, describe their condition
and the gap to be filled in to restore the land, i.e. to revert the land condition to
resilient, biodiverse and functional ecosystems;

11 «Solutions that are inspired and supported by nature, which are cost-effective, simultaneously
provide environmental, social and economic benefits and help build resilience. Such solutions bring
more, and more diverse, nature and natural features and processes into cities, landscapes and
seascapes, through locally adapted, resource-efficient and systemic interventions.” From
https://ec.europa.eu/research/environment/index.cfm?pg=nbs
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e analyse the possible relevant existing or innovative nature-based solutions for
restoring, or accelerating the restoration of the areas;

o before starting the project, based on the conclusions of the analysis, develop a
realistic, cost-effective and scalable solution to restore, including qualitative and
guantitative restoration objectives;

¢ Design a plan to implement the developed solution, including:

o the mobilization of local resources committed to timely implement the plan in
one or more areas;

o the assessment of the social and cultural benefits for the community, including
jobs’ creation

o the assessment of the impact of the restoration activity through ecosystem
services assessment, in terms of status and trends

o a communication campaign to inform and exchange knowledge with
stakeholders

e Select at least two areas for the implementation of the plan; in such area(s), either
complete the plan or implement a substantial part of it achieving a key milestone,
demonstrating the feasibility of the restoration solution developed, bringing evidence
of the improving trend in the ecosystem condition, identifying learning from the project
works and demonstrating the scalability of the solution to the other similar degraded
areas;

The project is expected to last about two years.

8) Designing mechanisms to increase the presence of biodiversity in urban and peri-
urban areas (max. EU co-financing: 600.000 €)

This project aims to work with mayors and local authorities in at least 5 diverse urban and
peri-urban areas of the EU, in at least 3 different Member States, to develop innovative
approaches for the creation and management of biodiverse, accessible (public), urban
forests and parks (consisting of local species or varieties of trees and shrubs), and help to
improve connections between urban green spaces.

This project itself should result in actually increasing biodiversity and helping to adapt to the
impacts of climate change in these areas - to provide protection from flooding, droughts and
heat waves, and maintain a connection between humans and nature.

This project should also support the aims of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 in terms of
helping the promotion of healthy ecosystems, green infrastructure and nature-based
solutions in urban areas — and ensuring they are systematically integrated into urban
planning, including in public spaces, infrastructure, and the design of buildings and their
surroundings.

The project approach should be innovative in some way, and should act as a demonstration
and inspiration for other urban areas attempting to implement similar urban greening plans,
by producing useable guidance and methodologies for implementing/managing this approach
at local level. While the impact of the project may last for many years, the project itself should
be limited to no more than two years, to allow others to benefit from its output.
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9) Network of training activities for Natura 2000 sites managers (indicative duration: 3
years; max, EU co-financing: 1.000.000 €)

The Natura 2000 network and the full implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives is
at the heart of the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030. Among the goals the Strategy are the
completion of the Natura 2000 network to build a coherent network of protected areas, the
improvement of its management effectiveness and the implementation of ambitious
restoration actions across the EU.

The project will develop and implement a training system at European level related to the
implementation of the Natura 2000 network. The training system will target Natura 2000 site
managers and will allow them to improve their skills and knowledge on legislative, regulatory,
managerial, technical, administrative aspects specific to the management of Natura 2000
sites.

The training system will also aim to prepare Natura 2000 managers for contributing to the
above goals of the EU Biodiversity Strategy. It will have a specific focus on forests, which
cover more than 50% of the terrestrial Natura 2000 network. In addition, during the project,
the training system will need to be expanded and cover at least one more ecosystem type
among those listed below: grasslands; wetlands and coastal habitats; marine ecosystems.

The project is to build on related initiatives such as the project LIFE e-natura2000.edu, create
synergies/complementarity and avoid overlaps.

Foreseen actions should include:

e Establish a coordination unit for the implementation of the training system at
European level and create the first hub of the training system.

e Establish a school for European trainers in close collaboration with academia.

e Develop training activities/courses for European trainers covering key legislative,
regulatory, managerial, technical and administrative aspects specific to the
management of Natura 2000 sites.

o Develop standard procedures and protocols for planning and setting up a network
of European training sites and related supporting documents.

o Develop a plan for the maintenance of the training system at European level.
Develop tools to raise awareness of the European training system in the
community of Natura 2000 site managers and implement dissemination actions to
promote their participation.

The first hub of the training system and the school for European trainers should cover as
many Member States as possible. The training activities/courses should be available in as
many EU languages as possible.

The project will contribute to the achievement of the objectives and ambition of the EU
Biodiversity strategy. Through the training opportunities, it will set an enabling framework for
promoting action at the local level including creating new employment opportunities.
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10) Strengthening primary and old-growth forest protection in Europe by capitalising
on World Heritage sites (estimated duration: up to 4 years; max. EU co-financing:
800.000 €)

The Proposed project:

Scientific literature is consistent on the fact that primary and old-growth forests in Europe,
although occupying a very limited area, are irreplaceable in harbouring biological diversity,
stabilising terrestrial carbon storage, regulating hydrological regimes, enabling ecosystem
adaptation to disturbances, and public health benefits.

The project shall build on the UNESCO World Heritage site of ancient and primeval beech
forests, with a view to benefit of the solid network that has already been created and of the
strong engagement of landowners, local communities, and authorities to conserving these
areas and integrating them in local sustainable development strategies. In general, the
Natural World Heritage sites in EU-Countries overlap with Natura 2000 sites. The positive
attitude towards the Natural World Heritage and the strictly protected forest ecosystems shall
be used to strengthen the protection and recognition of old growth forests in Europe.

The specific needs addressed:

1. The remaining areas of primary and old-growth forests within the EU have not yet
been mapped fully and in a consistent way, and available maps do not provide
sufficiently robust information to underpin the characterization of individual mapped
areas as primary or old-growth forests.

a. A set of scientifically robust criteria for mapping and characterising primary
and old-growth forests should be proposed during the first one year of the
project, in view of their application for a full EU-wide mapping of remaining
primary and old-growth forests. It is recommended that these criteria are
based on an existing typology, such as the one used for mapping the
European network of Unesco Word Heritage Beech Forests. A unitary
benchmark system of the favourable habitat condition for such forests shall
also be developed.

b. The proposed method should be applied in-situ in a range of known or
suspected primary or old-growth forests, selected on the basis of their
representativeness for the diversity of old-growth forests throughout the EU.
The outcome will be a high-resolution GIS map indicating the boundaries of
remaining primary and old-growth forests inside the EU, accompanied by a
detailed documentation of individual mapped areas as primary or old-growth
forests, based on the above scientific criteria.

2. The value of ecosystem services of primary and old-growth forests still requires
further clarification.

a. In a selection of the primary or old-growth forests sites identified and mapped
through the project, ecosystem services such as carbon storage, biodiversity,
the potential for recreation and the potential for creating green jobs (e.g. eco-
tourism) will be quantified and compared with managed forests so as to
demonstrate the benefits provided by old growth forest to human society.
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3. There is a need to raise awareness of stakeholders at various levels and in different
sectors, on the outstanding value of remaining primary and old-growth forests in
Europe, and on the necessary actions to be taken for their conservation.

a. A communication and awareness raising strategy and implementation
instruments will be developed and implemented, with a view to strengthen the
conservation of primary and old-growth forest in Europe. The strategy will
mainstream the importance of the ecosystem services provided, the
implications for local development strategies, and for the management of the
protected sites, including their buffer zones. Implementation actions will take
place at European, national and local levels.

The project will contribute to the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2030 , to
the achievement of the objectives and ambition of the European Green Deal on forest
protection and to the better implementation of the Habitats and Birds Directives. All activities
will need to take into account the existing European policy and legal framework applicable to
primary and old-growth forests. For the implementation of task 3, the participation of non-EU
countries is encouraged.

Specific need under the Climate action sub-programme:

11) Enabling Carbon Farming via an improved knowledge system (max. EU co-
funding: 2.000.000 €; project duration 12-18 months)

The proposed project:

The proposed project will create the necessary knowledge base to enable a wider uptake of
Carbon Farming'? in one or several EU regions or Member States. While the created
operational knowledge base can be limited to one or several EU regions or Member States,
the method how to build such knowledge base should be universal, i.e. applicable to all
regions and Member States in the EU. The project will enhance the knowledge base both at
the level of the farm, through the use of IT-based decision-making tools, and at the level of
the relevant public authority, by creating a harmonised data infrastructure and an effective
link to the national greenhouse gas inventories. Thus, effective networking and cooperation
between the relevant stakeholders from the public and the private sector are considered a
key factor of success.

o Key Carbon Farming practices concern, inter alia, cover/catch and energy cropping,
extended crop rotations, improved nutrient management (promotion of leguminous
crops/biological N-fixation, optimised fertiliser and residue management), agricultural
production and landscape diversification (including woody vegetation, hedges in agro-
forestry, afforestation systems), partial or complete rewetting of selected, suitable
agricultural parcels (paludiculture), improved livestock management.

The main deliverable of the project will be a demonstration high-resolution geospatial
information system which, by collecting relevant information layers (e.g. climate, landscape
elements, infrastructure elements, ...), will identify the potential for climate change mitigation

12 The key principle of Carbon Farming is to incentivise farmers to achieve verified climate results, that is, to
decrease climate harm (agricultural non-CO2 emissions) and to increase climate benefits (carbon sequestration).

27



in the chosen region’s agricultural sector, and will underpin the design and implementation of
targeted Carbon Farming payments. Ultimately, the initiative would inform the development
of a regulatory framework for a carbon certification system in collaboration with relevant
actors and institutions, as well as an information and exchange mechanism connected to
agricultural GHG inventories.

In particular, the project will geo-locate (at agricultural parcel level) a representative sample
of regional farms, and provide quantitative and qualitative information concerning structure,
physical inputs and generated outputs, economic and financial aspects, business and
marketing relations, and production practices relevant to the agricultural year/vegetation
period of these farms. Key sources of data include the EU Farm Accountancy Data Network
(FADN)®, the EU Farm Structure Survey (FSS), EU networks of farm advisory services,
geospatial data collection undertaken by MS authorities in relation to EU agricultural and
environmental legislation, EU landscape and soil mapping data, etc.

The objective of the analysis is to identify the extent to which sufficient and appropriate
datasets needed to do farm-level sustainability assessments are already available, and the
datasets that would still have to be collected or improved. The project will propose ways to
address or fill these gaps, developing data and integrating them into the geospatial database
to the extent possible.

Ultimately, the geospatial information system developed under this project should allow the
underpinning of incentive mechanism to reward more sustainable management practices
such as the described Carbon Farming practices.

Key relevant information may also be derived from (as relevant) the CAP Integrated
Administration and Control System (IACS) and associated Land Parcel Information System
(LPIS), Copernicus-based land cover mapping, area frame sampling data such as Land Use
and Land Cover Area Frame Survey (LUCAS). Using the farm-level statistical information
collected, integration with these spatial datasets should display the dynamics of farm
management processes at the regional (or finer) scale, allowing the simulation of nutrient
and carbon flows!* over an agricultural year/vegetation period, as well as the socio-economic
and financial implications of farming practices and practice changes. Transparent and
manageable information on farm nutrient and carbon stocks and stock flows over time,
including GHG emissions and removals*®, could be relevant for the definition of a baseline
and improvement scenarios for climate performance, which in turn would allow the design of
Carbon Farming rewards in a more precise and targeted way. Lastly, the project could also
propose ways to connect this GHG emission/removal baseline and performance calculation
to national greenhouse gas inventory data.

Finally, the project will identify and set-up a demonstration, regional scale institutional
framework that would underpin a Carbon Farming Initiative, with the objective to connect the

13 For example, the EU Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN) collects every year around 1.000 farm
variables from around 80.000 representative farms.

14 For example, the Full Lands Integration Tool (FLINT) software allows to smoothly process and display flow
data. It is an integrating platform for estimating land-based greenhouse gas emissions and removals. Integrating
refers to FLINT’s design to combine a wide range of data with models to achieve more accurate estimates of
stocks and fluxes of greenhouse gases. FLINT is consistent with the UNFCCC guidelines.

15 The JRC carbon calculator is available to conduct farm-level GHG emission and removal assessments.
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implementing bodies (for instance, regional CAP administrations in EU Member States) with
the participating farmers and foresters.

The specific needs addressed:

The EU needs to implement the new CAP delivery model, notably, working towards higher
farm income and higher climate and environmental ambition in agriculture. Carbon Farming
support could be granted under the CAP and beyond the CAP, in all cases, however, the
supported action needs to be additional to the basic environmental conditionality under the
CAP. Among others, the preparatory project needs to integrate expertise, actions and
support from CAP management authorities.

Climate action results in agriculture need to be reflected in national agricultural GHG
inventories on emissions and removals, as EU climate policy targets include agricultural land
use and practices and its emissions and removals, and target compliance at Member State
level is checked based on national inventory data.

The EC climate-neutrality ambition favours a larger-scale roll-out of Carbon Farming in EU
agriculture, while safeguarding food security, bio-economy, and biodiversity contributions,
notably.

Furthermore, as announced in the new Circular Economy Action Plan'®, the Commission will
explore the development of a regulatory framework for certification of carbon removals based
on robust and transparent carbon accounting to monitor and verify the authenticity of carbon
removals. This study should be a stepping-stone to enable such incentive mechanisms in
agriculture and forestry.

The EC Carbon Farming Study provides by the end of 2020 EU Carbon Farming Guidelines
on how to set-up an EU Carbon Farming Initiative. An effective, wide-spread uptake and
implementation of Carbon Farming action requires particular enabling conditions to be in
place. These enabling conditions are key not only to ensure the respect of the above-
mentioned safeguards, but also to facilitate communication among actors, to guarantee a
harmonised data and methodology application, to minimise implementation costs and to
allow for a smooth and purposeful functioning of the Initiative from a policy, organisational,
and financial perspective.

The proposed project supports the implementation and development, integration of climate
and agricultural, environmental and energy policy and legislation, delivering on respective EU
targets and objectives. It also fosters digitalisation and the use of Copernicus Earth
Observation services.

The project would also prepare for the realisation of a higher climate ambition under the
future CAP, in the sense that basic conditionality conditions would become explicit and would
have to be surpassed by additional climate action, for example, via Carbon Farming actions
qualifying as eco-schemes, rural development measures in a newly adopted CAP policy
setting.

16 COM(2020) 98 final — EC
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2.2 How to conceive a LIFE Preparatory project proposal?

A proposal for a LIFE Preparatory project must be designed to respond to one of the specific
needs described in the previous section. Actions must be clearly related to the objective(s)
of the project, and be completed within the duration of the project. Furthermore, the long-
term sustainability of the investments must be guaranteed. As a general principle, all actions
included in the project must be new and additional to the work undertaken by the applicant
prior to the projects.

Actions may not include (this is not an exhaustive list):

e Land purchase or lease.

e Activities that overlap with ongoing LIFE projects or any other projects co-financed by
the EU budget.

e Large infrastructure.

When preparing your proposal, the following main types of actions must be clearly
distinguished:

A. Implementation actions (obligatory),
B. Communication and dissemination actions (obligatory),
C. Project management and monitoring of project progress (obligatory).

2.2.1 Implementation actions (A actions - obligatory)

These are the core actions of the proposals. They may not include preparatory actions that
have been completed prior to the start of the project.

All actions should:

e be clearly related to the objective(s) of the project;

e not be research actions, unless they fall under the exceptions described in point
1.7.16 of this Guide,

The impact of these actions must be monitored during the project.

2.2.2 Communication and dissemination actions (B actions - obligatory)

Note that certain communication actions are obligatory for preparatory projects and should
therefore be explicitly foreseen in the proposal as separate actions. These include
establishment and maintenance of a project web site and use of the LIFE logo, and Natura
2000 logo if relevant.

In addition projects will typically include:

¢ information activities to the general public and stakeholders aimed at facilitating the
implementation of the project;

e public awareness and dissemination actions aimed at publicising the project and its
results both to the general public and to other stakeholders that could usefully benefit
from the project's experience;
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The range of possible actions for both types of communication actions is large (media work,
organisation of events for the local community, didactic work with local schools, seminars,
workshops, brochures, leaflets, newsletters, DVDs, technical publications, ...), and those
proposed should form a coherent package. Each communication and dissemination action
must clearly define and justify its target audience, and should be expected to have a
significant impact. To be effective, these actions should in general begin early on in the
project. The organisation of large and costly scientific meetings or the financing of large-
scale visitor infrastructures is not eligible.

Each proposal must assess the range of related projects and include an action entitled
"Networking with other LIFE and/or non-LIFE projects". Where there are related projects that
have been financed under LIFE, this action must include visits, meetings, exchange of
information, and/or other such networking activities with an appropriate number of other
relevant LIFE projects (ongoing or completed). It may also include similar exchanges with
other non-LIFE projects and/or participation in information platforms related to the project
objectives (including at international level where justified).

See articles 11.8 and 11.9 of the General Conditions of the LIFE Model grant agreement for full
details of communication and dissemination requirements.

The LIFE website (https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/life-communication) also
contains detailed advice on communication and dissemination actions.

2.2.3 Project management and monitoring of project progress (C actions
- obligatory)

Every project proposal must contain an appropriate amount of these actions, which typically
involve:

e Project management, activities undertaken by the beneficiaries for the management
of the project (administrative, technical and financial aspects) and for meeting the
LIFE reporting obligations. The technical project management may be partially
outsourced. Outsourcing of project management is possible, provided the
coordinating beneficiary retains full and day to day control of the project. The proposal
should clearly describe how this control will be guaranteed. The project management
structure must be clearly presented (including an organigramme and details of the
responsibilities of each person and organisation involved). It is strongly recommended
that the project management staff has previous experience in project management.
If a coordinator or project manager also directly contributes to the implementation of
certain actions, an appropriate part of his/her salary costs should be attributed to the
estimated costs of those actions.

e Specific training relevant to the project, workshops and meetings for the beneficiaries’
staff, where these are required for the achievement of the project objectives.

e Indicators (obligatory action): A distinct C-action must be included concerning the
compilation of information needed to complete the indicator tables (quantitative and
gualitative) to be submitted with the first Progress and Final Reports. These
indicators will contribute to evaluating the impact of the LIFE project in view of the
overall objectives of the LIFE Programme, in line with the Regulation and the
Multiannual Work Programme for 2018-2020. Templates of the tables will be made
available in due course.
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The project proposal will therefore have to foresee monitoring actions that will enable
this reporting, establishing baselines and monitoring the progress and results of all
actions. All projects will have to include impact monitoring actions in addition to
routine monitoring of the project progress.

Information and guidance on indicators can be found on the LIFE web site at
https://ec.europa.eu/easmel/en/section/life/life-reporting.

In addition, if relevant to the specific need targeted, each proposal must include an
action aimed to assess the socio-economic impact of the project actions on the
local economy and population. This can take the form of a study consolidating the
data and results over the project lifetime, to be delivered with the Final Report.
Projects should aim to increase social awareness and acceptance of the benefits of
protecting the environment or climate. Examples of positive effects of the project are:
direct or indirect employment growth, enhancement of other activities (e.g.
ecotourism) aimed to develop supplementary income sources, offsetting social and
economic isolation.

After-LIFE Plan (obligatory action): The coordinating beneficiary must produce an
“After-LIFE Plan” as a separate chapter of the final report. This plan shall set out how
the actions initiated in your LIFE project will continue and develop in the years that
follow the end of the project. It should give details regarding what actions will be
carried out, when, by whom, and using what sources of finance. A separate C-action
for this plan should be added to the proposal and the plan must be added to the list of
deliverables.
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3. Completing the Application

There are 4 sets of application forms: A, B, C (technical forms) and F (financial forms). The
financial forms are in a separate Excel file.

Whenever several copies of one form 2020-XY need to be produced, please use the
following naming convention per page: 2020-XY/1; 2020-XY/2 etc.

3.1 Technical application forms

The technical part of the LIFE Preparatory Project application file consists of 3 parts (A, B
and C) available for download as a single Word file.

While filling in the technical forms A — C, please respect the standard A4 format.

All forms are mandatory and must be fully completed, except:

o if there are no associated beneficiaries, the associated beneficiary declaration (form
A4) and profile (form Ab);

e if there are no cofinancers, form AG6.

Where forms are not obligatory or where you have no specific information to put on certain
parts of obligatory forms (e.g. for "who will use equipment after the end of the project"), you
are strongly advised to indicate "not applicable" or "no relevant information" or an
equivalent indication.

A Forms — Administrative information
Form Al

Project title (max 120 characters): It should include the key elements and objective of the
project, such as the specific need addressed. Note that the Commission may ask you to
change the title in order to make it clearer. It is recommended that the title of the project
must be in English, even if the proposal itself is submitted in a different language.

Project acronym (max 25 characters): The acronym must contain the word 'LIFE', e.qg.
'LIFE Red Lists'.

Project location: In case a significant amount of work is proposed to take place outside of
the EU Member States this should be explicitly justified. (Additional rows can be inserted by
using the tab function in the table)

Expected start date: The earliest possible start date is 1 January 2021. Please use the
following format for all dates: DD/MM/YYYY.

Expected end date: Type in the date in the format DD/MM/YYYY.
List of Beneficiaries: Please use the names from form A2 and A5.
Form A2

Legal Name: The legal name is the official of name of the applicant, who will become the
coordinating beneficiary.
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Short Name (max 10 characters): The coordinating beneficiary should be identifiable
throughout the technical proposal forms and the financial proposal forms (FC and F1 — F6)
by its short name.

Legal Status: Select one of the following 3 choices: Public body, Private commercial or
Private non-commercial (including NGOs). Tick the appropriate box. Further guidance on
how to distinguish private entities from public bodies can be found in section 1.5 of this
document.

Value Added Tax (VAT) number: If applicable, provide the entity's VAT number in the VAT
register.

Legal Registration Number: If applicable, provide the entity's legal national registration
number or code from the appropriate trade register (e.g. the Chamber of Commerce
register), business register or other.

Registration date: Type in the date in the format DD/MM/YYYY or use the calendar
functionality.

Legal address: Enter Street name and no., PO Box, Town / City, Post code.

Member State: Use the relevant Member State code as indicated at:

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Country codes

Contact person information: The function of the person in charge of coordinating the
proposal could be for example Managing Director, Project Manager, etc.

Department/Service Name: Name of the department and/or service in the entity, co-
ordinating the proposal and for which the contact person is working. The address details
given in the fields which follow must be for the department / service and not the legal address
of the entity.

E-mail: This e-mail address will be used by the Commission as the single contact
point for all notifications of correspondence availability with the applicant during the
evaluation procedure.

Brief description of the activities of the beneficiary: Please describe the entity, its legal
status, its activities and its competence in environment, particularly in relation to the
proposed actions. The description given should enable the Commission to evaluate the
technical reliability of the coordinating beneficiary, i.e. whether it has the necessary
experience and expertise for a successful implementation of the proposed project.

For private non-commercial entities please provide the key elements that prove that the
entity is recognised as such.

In case an affiliated entity to a private beneficiary will be involved in the project, this affiliated
entity, its relationship to the beneficiary and its activities and competence should also be
described in this section.

Form A3a

Before completing this form, please check that the beneficiary does not fall into one of the
situations referred to in Articles 136 and 141 of the Financial Regulation.
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Financial contribution of the beneficiary, actions in which it will participate: Amount to
be provided in Euro (€). The amount indicated here must be identical with the amount
indicated as corresponding to the beneficiary's contribution in the financial forms FA and FC.
This amount must be greater than 0€ and cannot include any funding specifically obtained
(or earmarked) for the project from other public or private sources (this is co-financing). List
all the actions in the implementation of which the beneficiary will participate. Indicate the total
cost (in Euro) of the beneficiary's part: this amount must be coherent with the costs indicated
in forms C and in the financial form FB; it must cover the total costs including infrastructure
and equipment costs before depreciation, costs of pre-existing staff, and overheads.
Furthermore, the sum of the estimated total costs mentioned in forms A3 and A4 must equal
the total cost of the project as shown in forms Al and FA.

Signature: The form must be signed and the signhature must be dated. The name and
status of the person signing the form must be clearly indicated.
Form A3b

Signature: The form must be signed and the signature must be dated. The name and
status of the person signing the form must be clearly indicated.

Form A4

If the project foresees associated beneficiaries, this form becomes compulsory. Complete
one form per associated beneficiary (A4/1, A4/2, A4/3, etc.).

For completing this form, please see instructions for form A3a.
Form A5

If the project foresees associated beneficiaries, this form becomes compulsory. Complete
one form per associated beneficiary (A5/1, A5/2, A5/3, etc.).

Legal Status: Select one of the following 3 choices: Public body, Private commercial or
Private non-commercial (including NGOs). Tick the appropriate box. Further guidance on
how to distinguish private entities from public bodies can be found in section 1.5 of this
document.

For completing this form, please also see instructions for form A2.

Form A6 — Co-financers

For completing this form, please see also the instructions for form A3a above.

Note that the co-financer contribution will have to be entered also in form FC (see
below).

Status of the financial commitment: please indicate either "Confirmed" or "To be
confirmed". If the status is "to be confirmed", this must be explained. Note that at a later
stage in the selection process you will be required to provide the A6 form with status
"confirmed".

Important note: A coordinating / associated beneficiary should only appear in the proposal
with that single role of coordinating / associated beneficiary and not also as a co-financer. In
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case a coordinating / associated beneficiary wishes to be a net financial contributor to the
project, they should still only submit forms A2/A3 or A4/A5 in which their financial contribution
may be higher than their foreseen costs.

Form A7 — Other proposals submitted for European Union funding

Clear and complete answers must be provided to each question. LIFE projects should not
finance actions that are better financed by other EU funding programmes (see
"Complementarity with other EU funding programmes" in the section on general principles).
Applicants must therefore verify this aspect carefully (please note point 1 of the
declaration in form A3 that you have to sign) and provide the fullest possible information in
their answers. Supporting documents (e.g. extracts from the texts of the relevant
programmes) should be provided (as far as possible and appropriate).

B Forms — Technical summary and overall context of the project
Form Bl — Summary description of the project (to be completed in English, max. 2
pages)

Please provide a Summary Description of your project. The description should be structured,
concise and clear. It should include:

e Project title: see instructions for form Al.

e Project focus: this must correspond to one of the specific needs listed in section 2.1

e Objectives of the project: Please provide a detailed overview of all project
objectives, listing them by decreasing order of importance. These objectives must be
realistic (be achievable within the timeframe of the project with the proposed budget
and means) and clear (without ambiguity).

e Actions and means involved: Please explain clearly what means will be utilised
during the project to reach the objectives indicated above (financial means should not
be indicated). Please ensure that there is a clear link between the proposed actions
and means and the project's objectives.

o Expected results (quantified as far as possible): Please list the main results
expected at the end of the project. The expected results must be concrete, realistic
and quantified as far as possible. Since the project's final achievements will be
judged against its expected results, please make sure that the expected results are
well defined and well quantified.

Form B2 -- State of the problem targeted (max 10,000 characters)

Please provide a clear description of the present situation in regard to the specific need
targeted by your proposal. Describe any previous research and experience carried out in
preparation for the project implementation, including feasibility studies.

Form B3- Efforts for reducing the project's "carbon footprint" (max. 1000 characters)

Please explain how you intend to ensure that the "carbon footprint" of your project remains
as low as is reasonably possible.

Form B4 — Stakeholders involved (max 8,000 characters)
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Indicate the stakeholders the proposal intends to involve and how. Please indicate what kind
of input you expect from them and how their involvement will be used in and useful and/or
needed for the project.

Form B5 — Expected constraints and risks related to the project implementation and
mitigation strategy (max 12,000 characters)

It is important that project applicants identify all possible internal or external events
("constraints and risks") that could have major negative impacts on the successful
implementation of the project. Please list such constraints and risks, in decreasing order of
importance, indicating one main constraint or risk per paragraph. Please also indicate any
possible constraints and risks due to the socio-economic environment. For each constraint
and risk identified, please indicate how you envisage overcoming it. Please ensure that the
list is coherent with the "constraints and assumptions"” indicated in the C1 forms.

The experience of the LIFE programme has shown that some projects have difficulties
completing all actions within the proposed project duration, due to unforeseen delays and
difficulties encountered during the project. It is important that applicants identify all possible
external events ("constraints and risks") that could cause such delays. Applicants should
describe in Form B5 how these issues are taken into account and how they envisage
overcoming potential problems.

You are also strongly advised to include in this section any details on licences or permits,
etc., and to indicate what support you have from the competent bodies responsible for
issuing such authorisations. To pre-empt unforeseen problems, good communication and
consultation with the competent authorities in charge of these procedures is essential. This
should already be done at the beginning of the LIFE proposal preparation.

Finally, please detail also how you have taken into account the risks identified into the
planning of the project (time planning, budget, etc.) and the definition of the actions.

Form B6 - Continuation / valorisation of the project's results after the end of the
project:

Describe how the project will be continued after the end of the LIFE funding, what actions are
required to consolidate the results in order to ensure the sustainability of the project results.
Please indicate what mechanisms will be put in place to ensure that this will be done. Please
note that information provided in this section is indicative and will have to be updated during
the project life.

In particular, please reply to the following questions:

o Which actions will have to be carried out or continued after the end of the
project? (max 5,000 characters) Please list such project actions indicating their
reference (e.g. A1, A2...) and title.

e How will this be achieved? Which resources will be necessary to carry out
these actions? (max 5,000 characters) Please indicate how the above actions will
be continued after the project, by whom, within what timeframe and with what
financing.

e To what extent will the results and lessons of the project be actively
disseminated after the end of the project to those persons and / or

37



organisations that could best make use of them? (Please identify these persons
/ organisations) (max 5,000 characters): Please indicate how dissemination
activities will continue after the end of the project. Please list the persons /
organisations that have been so far identified as targets for these dissemination
activities.

C Forms — Detailed technical description of the proposed actions

Under this part, the applicant must list all the actions which will be implemented under
the project. There are 3 types of actions:

A. Implementation actions (obligatory)
B. Actions for communication and for dissemination of project lessons (obligatory)
C. Project management and monitoring of project progress (obligatory).

Under each type of action (A, B, C), the applicant must list the different actions: A1, A2, A3...
B1, B2 ... C1, C2 ... etc. Itis recommended that each action which is expected to have an
important output for the project (e.g. preparation of an action plan, recruitment of new staff,
etc.) is presented as a separate action. Do not divide actions into sub-actions.

The actions must be described as precisely as possible, however the description of an action
should not exceed 1 page.

The description of each action should clearly indicate the links with other actions and should
clearly (and in quantitative terms) indicate how it contributes to the project's overall
objectives. There should be a clear coherence between the technical forms and the
financial forms.

For each action, the applicant should provide the following information:

e Name of the action: Please ensure that the name is short (maximum 2 lines) and
that it clearly reflects the objective of the action.

e Description (what, how, where and when): Please describe the content of the
action indicating what will be done, using what means, on which location/site, with
what duration and with what deadline.

¢ Reasons why this action is necessary: Please indicate why the action is necessary
and how it will contribute to reaching the project's objectives.

e Constraints and assumptions: Indicate what may prevent you from implementing
the action as planned and what will be done to address this risk. Please ensure that
these constraints and assumptions are in line with those indicated on Form B5.

e Beneficiary responsible for implementation: Please indicate which of the project's
beneficiaries will be in charge of the implementation of this action. In case an affiliated
entity to a private beneficiary will be involved, its role should be specified. Should
more than one beneficiary be implicated, please give full details of which beneficiary
is responsible for what in the "Description (what, how, where and when)" section.

e Expected results (quantitative information as far as possible): Please indicate
concisely what results will be achieved at the end of the action (e.g. five new staff
members trained) and what deliverable products (e.g. information brochures) will be
produced.
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o Indicators of progress: Please indicate how progress of this action will be
measured.

o Cost estimation: Please summarise how you have estimated the cost of this action
(eg no. days * average cost / day, ...). Do not simply indicate the total cost of the
action, you must give details of the different calculations and estimations on which
this total cost is based. Please verify that the costs indicated here are consistent with
the data on the financial forms.

Please find below indication on the additional information to be provided for specific actions.
Important note:

» All calculations and detailed cost breakdowns necessary to justify the
cost of each action should be included in the financial forms F. In order
to avoid repeating the financial information (with the risk of introducing
incoherencies), Part C should only contain financial information not
contained in the financial forms (e.g. details explaining the elements
included in unit rates).

» All forms in this section may be duplicated, so as to include all essential
information.

» Any action that is sub-contracted should be described just as clearly as
an action that will be directly carried out by the beneficiaries.

The eligibility criteria formulated in European Commission notice Nr.2013/C-205/05 (OJEU
C-205 of 19/07/2013, pp. 9-11), concerning the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities
in the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial
instruments funded by the EU from 2014 onwards, shall apply for all actions under this call
for proposals, including with respect to third parties referred to in the Financial Regulation.

Form CO — List of all actions

Please list all the actions foreseen in the project, per type of action (A, B, C)

e Action number: Indicate the number of each action, i.e. the letter of the category +
its number in that category, e.g. A1, A2...,B1, B2,..., C1, C2,...
¢ Name of the action: Please ensure that the name is short (maximum 2 lines) and
that it clearly reflects the objective(s) of the action.
Additional rows can be inserted in the tables by using the tab function.

Form Cla —A. Implementation actions (obligatory)

The output of each A action should be indicated in the ‘expected results' section. It should
be concrete, measurable (quantified when possible) and with a clear benefit for the
project objectives. This benefit should be measurable and should be measured and
evaluated under monitoring actions(s) proposed in form Clb.

In case some of these implementation actions depend on actions to be undertaken outside of
the project, please indicate this clearly.
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If the beneficiaries need to purchase equipment for project purposes, these items should be
listed, described and justified in detail.

If appropriate, explain how, by whom and through which financing source the action will be
continued after the project period. Note also that any anticipated payments for actions that
take place after the end of the project are not eligible for LIFE funding.

Form Clb — B. Actions for communication and for dissemination of project lessons

(obligatory)

For each action, please specify and justify the target audience. If an action involves
meetings, you should specify how many meetings, where, when, who will attend, what will be
discussed, how many persons are expected and how this will contribute to meeting the
objectives of the project. If an action concerns brochures, leaflets, publications..., specify
how many copies, how many pages (size, colour...), to whom they will be distributed and
when. Should an action concern a film, specify the format, duration, number of copies,
where it will be shown, etc. Should beneficiaries plan to present the project results in
national / international events (conferences, congresses), the relevance and added value for
the project should be clearly explained.

All actions should specify the expected results in qualitative and quantitative terms (e.g.
improved understanding of BAT, 2500 persons informed, 3000 newsletters circulated...),
indicating how this serves the project's objectives.

The following dissemination activity is considered obligatory and shall be included among the
actions on form C1b:

e Notice boards describing the project shall be displayed at strategic
places accessible to the public. The LIFE logo should always appear on
them.

e A description of the project shall be included in a newly-created or existing
website (with the LIFE logo), and full details of its objectives, actions,
progress and results should be provided. The web site shall be regularly
updated during the project period and shall be maintained on-line during
at least 5 years after the project's end.

¢ Networking with other projects (including LIFE Ill, LIFE+ and/or LIFE
projects, as well as projects financed under other programmes such as
Horizon 2020 or the European Structural & Investment Funds),
information exchange activities etc. should be presented as one distinct
B-category obligatory action with a separate budget.

e A layman’s report shall be produced in paper and electronic format at
the end of the project. It shall be presented in English and in the project's
language. This report shall be 5 to 10 pages long and present the project,
its objectives, its actions and its results to a general public.

The following dissemination activities are not considered obligatory, but are foreseen in many
projects:

e Media work (press conferences, meetings with or visits by journalists,
preparing articles for the press ...).
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¢ Organisation of events: e.g., public information meetings, meetings with
interest groups, guided visits... Describe exactly what is planned and how
it contributes to the objectives of the project. Describe final output.

o Workshops, seminars, conferences: If (one or more) beneficiaries are
attending, specify which (if known already). If (one or more) beneficiaries
are organising, describe exactly what the topic will be, how it contributes
to the project objectives, who will be invited (whenever possible,
beneficiaries implementing or having implemented similar projects ought
to be invited in order to foster networking). Finally, describe the output of
each event and how it will be disseminated.

a. Production of brochures, publications, films, etc. Specify exactly what
is planned (subject matter, number of copies, distribution to whom). Note
that all such material charged to LIFE must bear a clear reference to LIFE
financial support (including the LIFE logo) to be considered eligible for
reimbursement and that one copy of each product must be annexed to the
progress/intermediate report or final report.

Form Clc — C. Project management and monitoring of project progress (obligatory)

The applicant should list the different actions aiming at managing/operating the project and
monitoring the progress of the actions.

Overall project management:

Each project must include one or several distinct actions named "Project management by
(name of the beneficiary in charge)". This/these action(s) should include a description of the
project management staff and describe management and reporting duties of the project
beneficiaries. The management should be described, even if no costs are charged for this to
the project. Reporting should include the preparation of the inception report, the progress
reports, the mid-term and final reports with payment requests.

Please include a management chart of the technical and administrative staff involved. This
chart must provide evidence that the coordinating beneficiary (Project Manager) has a clear
authority and an efficient control of the project management staff, even if part of the project
management would be outsourced. Explain if the management staff has previous project
management experience.

Audit:

Where required, an independent auditor nominated by the coordinating beneficiary must
verify the financial statements provided to the Commission in the final project report. This
audit should not only verify the respect of national legislation and accounting rules but should
also certify that all costs incurred respect the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant
Agreement. In the financial forms, the costs for the audit should be under the budget item
“‘external assistance”.

After-LIFE Plan:

The coordinating beneficiary must produce an “After-LIFE Plan” as a separate chapter of the
final report. This plan shall set out how the actions initiated in your LIFE project will continue
and develop in the years that follow the end of the project, and how the longer term capacity

41



to implement the LIFE programme will be assured. It should give details regarding what
actions will be carried out, when, by whom, and using what sources of finance.
A separate D-action for this plan should be added to the proposal and the plan must be
added to the list of deliverables.

Indicators:

A distinct C-action must be included concerning the compilation of information needed to
complete the indicator tables (quantitative and qualitative) to be submitted with the first
Progress and Final Reports. Projects shall include sufficient impact monitoring action(s) to
measure and document the effectiveness of the project implementation actions as compared
to the initial situation, objectives and expected results.

This action should also clearly include the evaluation of the success of each implementing
action. This can take the form of a study consolidating the data and results over the project
lifetime, to be delivered with the Final Report.

Form C2 — Deliverable products, milestones of the project, and reporting schedule

Deliverable products: Please list all deliverable products chronologically according to their
deadline for completion (day/month/year). Deliverable products are all those tangible
products that can be shipped (e.g. brochures, studies and other documents, software,
videos, etc). For each deliverable, please include the number of the associated action (e.g.
Al, C5 etc.) and the deadline for its completion (day/month/year). Please note that any
deliverable product will have to be submitted as a separate document (bearing the LIFE
logo) to the Commission together with an activity report.

Milestones: Please list all project milestones chronologically according to their deadline for
delivery/achievement (day/month/year). Project milestones are defined as key moments
during the implementation of the project e.g. "Nomination of the Project Manager”,
“Completion of new recruitment”, etc. Milestones (or corresponding documents) do not need
to be submitted to the Commission. In a report, you would need to inform the Commission
whether the milestone has been completed or not.

Activity reports foreseen: The coordinating beneficiary shall report to the Commission
about the technical and financial progress of the project. The project's achieved results and
possible problems should be highlighted in these reports. If the project lasts more than 24
months and requests an EU contribution in excess of 300,000 Euro, and if the coordinating
beneficiary intends to ask for a mid-term payment, a more detailed "Mid-term report with
payment request" has to be provided. One "Final Report with payment request" shall be
submitted, not later than 3 months after the project end date. Additional "Progress reports”
should also be foreseen in order to ensure that at least one report is received every 18
months (the reporting schedule may be modified during the revision phase).

Form C3 - Timetable

In the table, please list all actions ordered by number and using their numbers and names.
Please use the same number and title of action as presented in the project proposal (e.g. Al,
A2 ...etc.). For each project action, please tick the action's implementation period. Please
ensure that the timetable is presented on one page only. You may use the 'landscape’ page
setup format as necessary.

42



When planning the implementation period of your project, please bear in mind that a LIFE
2020 Preparatory project cannot start before 1 January 2021. Also, please add an
appropriate safety margin at the end of the project, to allow for the inevitable unforeseen
delays.

3.2 Financial application forms

The financial part of the LIFE Preparatory project application file consists of 10 forms (FA,
FB, FC, F1, F2, F3, F4, F5 and F6). It is available for download as an Excel file.

Please note that only those cost categories that are relevant to Preparatory Projects are
mentioned in this section; there are additional cost categories mentioned in the General
Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement which are not eligible for Preparatory
Projects.

General remarks

The project's budget should be prepared in consideration of the General
Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement. The EU contribution will be
calculated on the basis of eligible costs. Only costs incurred during the
lifetime of the project should be included. In case the signature date is before
the start date, the legal obligation to pay for project costs may be contracted
between the date of signature and the start date of the project.

The coordinating beneficiary and associated beneficiaries, as well as other companies which
are part of the same groups or holdings, cannot act as sub-contractors.

Internal invoicing (i.e. costs which result from transactions between departments of a
beneficiary) is not allowed, unless it is possible to prove that such transactions represent the
best value for money and exclude all elements of profit, VAT and overheads.

All contracts attributed under any of the cost categories should respect the principle of
absence of conflict of interest, regardless of the amount involved.

Value added tax paid by the beneficiaries is eligible except for:
a) taxed activities or exempt activities with right of deduction;
b) activities engaged in as a public authority by the beneficiary.

Cover page:
Please fill in the acronym of your proposal as stated in the technical forms.

Form FA - Budget breakdown and project funding

This form is filled in automatically, based on the data provided in the other forms in this
section. Please do not modify any cells.

The form summarises the financial structure of the project, by providing a budget breakdown
for the project and an overview of the financing plan.

Note that depreciation costs of equipment are only eligible up to 50% of its purchase value.
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Form FB — Cost breakdown for actions

For every action described in the technical forms C1, a detailed breakdown of the total
projects costs should be provided on this form. Please use the same numbers and names
for the actions as in forms C1.

This form is very useful in order to link technical outputs and costs, and to thus show cost
effectiveness of the actions. Particular attention should be given to the coherence of the
presented costs with the costs included in forms F1-F6.

Depending on the number of actions, rows may have to be added on this table. Information
should be consistent with the contents of the technical forms.

In the overhead cell, you should indicate the overheads rate that you wish to charge to the
project, bearing in mind that it cannot be more than 0.07 (ie, seven percent) of the costs of
each beneficiary.

Form FC — Project funding breakdown
This form describes the funding of the project by the beneficiary/ies, as well as the EU
contribution requested per beneficiary.

Goods or services which are to be provided “in kind”, i.e. for which there is no cash-flow
foreseen, should not be included in the project's budget.

Beneficiary country: Select the relevant Member State code of the beneficiary as indicated
at:

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Country codes

Use Other in case of a beneficiary not established in an EU Member State.

Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Total costs of the actions in €: Indicate the total costs of the actions undertaken by the
beneficiaries as in the LIFE technical forms A3 and A4. These amounts must include the
purchase costs of durable goods equipment before depreciation. The sum of beneficiaries'
"total costs of the actions" must equal the total cost of the project as shown in form FA and in
the technical form Al.

Coordinating beneficiary contribution: specify the amount of financial contribution
provided by the coordinating beneficiary. The amount indicated here should be the same as
in the LIFE technical form A3.

Associated beneficiary contribution: Indicate the financial contribution from each
associated beneficiary, as in the LIFE technical form A4. These amounts cannot include any
funding obtained from other public or private sources specifically earmarked for the project or
for a part of it..

Co-financers contribution: Indicate the financial contribution from each co-financer, as in
the LIFE technical form AG.

Amount of EU contribution requested: Specify the amount of EU financial contribution
requested by the coordinating beneficiary and each of the associated beneficiaries. This
amount must be in accordance with the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant
Agreement.

44


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Country_codes

Forms F1 to F6

General remarks

All costs must be rounded to the nearest Euro and must exclude value-added tax
(VAT) when the beneficiary can recover this cost from its national authorities. If the
number is zero, put zero or leave the cell empty.

Form F1 — Direct personnel costs

General: The salary costs of public body personnel may be funded only to the extent that
they relate to the cost of project implementation activities that the relevant public body would
not have carried out had the project concerned not been undertaken. The personnel in
guestion, irrespective of whether they are working full or part time for the project, must be
specifically seconded/assigned to a project; the individual assignment shall either take the
format of a contractual document or that of a letter of assignment signed by the responsible
service or authority of the relevant beneficiary.

Moreover, the sum of the public bodies' contributions (as coordinating beneficiary and / or
associated beneficiary) to the project budget must exceed (by at least 2%) the sum of the
salary costs of their non-additional staff charged to the project. The definition of ‘additional’
personnel costs include the costs of all personnel — permanent or temporary — of public
bodies whose contracts or contract renewals:

- start on or after the start date of the project or on or after the date of signature of the
grant agreement by the Commission in case this signature takes place before the
project start date, and

- specifically mention the LIFE project

Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Action number: Please insert the number(s) of the action(s) in which each member of
personnel will be involved.

Type of staff: Please indicate "additional" if the personnel fall under the above definition of
additional staff, else blank. If an action is going to be carried out by both additional and non-
additional personnel, please split the personnel costs for the action in two lines.

Note that service contracts with individuals may be charged to this category on condition that
the individual concerned works in the beneficiary's premises and under its supervision and
provided that such practice complies with the relevant national tax and social legislation.

Important: The time which each employee spends working on the project shall be recorded
on a timely basis (i.e. every day, every week) using time sheets or an equivalent time
reqistration system established and certified regularly by each of the project beneficiaries.
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Category/Role in the project: You should identify each professional category in a clear and
unambiguous manner to enable the Commission to monitor the labour resources allocated to
the project. When the professional category is not explanatory of the role that the person will
play in the project, you should also include this information. Examples of staff
categories/roles in the project are: senior engineer/project manager; technician/data analysis,
administrative/financial management etc.

Daily rate: The daily rate charged for each member of personnel is calculated on the basis
of gross salary or wages plus obligatory social charges, any other statutory cost but
excluding any other costs. For the purpose of establishing the budget proposal, the salary
may be calculated based on indicative average rates which are reasonable to the concerned
category of personnel, sector, country, type of organisation, etc. Please take predictable
salary increases into account when estimating the average daily rates for the project
duration.

Please note that the rates indicated in the budget proposal must not be used when reporting
the costs of the project. The rates reported should be based on actual costs incurred, i.e. the
actual gross salary, obligatory social charges and any other statutory costs, and the actually
productive working time for a given year.

The total number of person-days per year should be calculated on the basis of the total
working hours/days according to national legislation, collective agreements, employment
contracts, etc. An example for determining the total productive days per year could be as
follows (provided what is established in the appropriate legislation):

Days/year 365 days
Less 52 weekends 104 days
Less annual holidays 21 days
Less statutory holidays (bank holidays) 15 days
Less illness/other (when relevant) 10 days
= Total productive days 215 days

Number of person-days: The number of person-days needed to carry out the project.

Direct personnel costs: Calculated automatically by multiplying the total number of
person-days for a given category by the daily rate for that category.

Form F2 — Travel and subsistence costs

Note: Under this budget category applicants should foresee the travel costs for 2 persons
from the project to attend a regional kick-off meeting with the Commission representatives.

General: Only costs for travel and subsistence must be included here. Costs related to the
attendance of conferences, such as conference fees, should be reported under other costs.
The cost of participation in a conference is only considered eligible if the project is presented
at the conference. The number of participants in conferences is limited to those for whose
attendance there is a valid technical justification.
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Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Action number: Please insert the number(s) of the action(s) to which each cost is related.

Destination (From / To): Identify the origin and destination of the trips. Specify the country
and city name, if already known.

Purpose of travel: The purpose of travel must be clearly described, in order to allow an
assessment of the costs in relation to the objectives of the project (examples: ‘dissemination
event’, ‘technical co-ordination meeting’). ldentify the number of trips foreseen and the
number of people who will be travelling as well as the duration of the travel in days.

You may use more than one line for the purpose of travel or destination if necessary, but
costs may be presented grouped, e.g. for all technical co-ordination meetings. However, the
individual costs must be discriminated when submitting the financial reporting during the
project.

Travel costs: Travel costs shall be charged in accordance with the internal rules of the
beneficiary. Beneficiaries shall endeavour to travel in the most economical and
environmentally friendly way — video conferencing must be considered as an alternative.

In absence of internal rules governing the reimbursement of the use of an organisation's own
cars (in opposition to private cars) costs related to the use of these are to be estimated at
0.25 Euro per km. |If costs for fuel are foreseen in relation to travel activities, they should
also be listed here, otherwise fuel is reported under consumables.

Subsistence costs: Subsistence costs shall be charged in accordance with the internal
rules of the beneficiary (daily allowances or direct payment of meals, hotel costs, local
transportation etc.). Make sure that meals related to travel/meetings of the beneficiaries are
not included if subsistence costs are already budgeted as per diem allowances.

Form F3 — External assistance costs

General: External assistance costs refer to sub-contracting costs: i.e. services/works carried
out by external companies or persons, as well as to renting of equipment. Please justify in
detall if the proposed costs of External assistance is above 35% of the total budget.

For example, the creation of a logo, establishment of a dissemination plan, design of
dissemination products, translation services, publication of a book or renting of material
should be included in external assistance. Costs related to the purchase or leasing (as
opposed to renting) of equipment supplied under subcontract should be budgeted under
that cost categories and not under external assistance.

Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Action number: Please insert the number(s) of the action(s) to which each cost is related.
Procedure: Specify the procedure foreseen to sub-contract the work, e.g. ‘public tender’,

‘direct treaty’, framework contract’, etc. Subcontracts must be awarded in accordance with
articles 11.10 and 11.11 of the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement.

Description: Provide a clear description of the subject of the service that will be
subcontracted, e.g. ‘carrying out impact assessment’, ‘maintenance of ...’, ‘renting of ...,

‘consultancy on ...’, ‘website development’, ‘intra-muros assistance’, ‘organisation of
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dissemination event’, etc. You may use more than one line for the description of the
subcontract if necessary.

Form F4 — Durable Goods - Equipment

Please list in this category the costs related to items that according to the accounting rules of
the beneficiary in question are treated as durable goods. Please be informed that items
which are fully depreciated in the year of purchase, but which are recorded in any registry of
durable goods for the purpose of this application should also be listed under this cost
category. This often apply to low value electrical consumer goods, such as laptop computers,
smart phones, tablets, photo equipment, gps equipment, etc.

You need to indicate the actual cost as well as the value of depreciation, in accordance with
the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement. Only the depreciation is _an
eligible cost for the project and the EU co-financing will be calculated on the basis of this
amount.

Actual cost: Full cost of the equipment without applying any depreciation.

Depreciation: Total value of the depreciation in the accounts of the beneficiaries at the end
of the project. For the purpose of establishing the budget proposal, the beneficiaries should
estimate as precisely as possible the amount of depreciation for each item, from the date of
entry into the accounts (if relevant) until the end of the project. This estimation is based on
their internal accounting rules and/or in accordance with national accounting rules. This
amount represents the eligible cost.

Please note that depreciation is limited to a maximum of 50% of the actual cost for
equipment.

Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Action number: Please insert the number(s) of the action(s) to which each cost is related.
Procedure: Specify the procedure foreseen to sub-contract the work, e.g. ‘public tender’,
‘direct treaty’, framework contract’, etc. Subcontracts must be awarded in accordance with
articles 11.10 and 11.11 of the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement. Please
be aware that you should be ready to explain why a 'direct treaty' has been used in particular
observing the principles of sound financial management.

Description: Provide a clear description of each item, e.g. ‘laptop computer’, ‘database
software (off-the-shelf or developed under sub-contract)’, etc.

Form F5 — Costs for consumables

General: Consumables declared on this form must relate to the purchase, manufacture,
repair or use of items costs may also be declared here. However, general
consumables/supplies (as which are not considered equipment according to the definition
under form F4 (such as materials for dissemination, repair of equipment given that this is not
capitalised and that they are purchased for the project or used 100% for the project etc.).
Should the project include a significant dissemination activity in which substantial mailing,
photocopying, or other communication forms are used, the corresponding opposed to direct
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costs), such as telephone, communication costs, photocopies, etc. are covered by the
overheads category (which is not an eligible project cost).

Catering costs/meals/coffees related to dissemination activities, such as presentations of the
project, workshops or conferences should be reported here. However, please note that if the
whole organisation of the conference is subcontracted, the corresponding cost should all be
budgeted under external assistance. Catering costs for normal meeting activities should be
covered by the 7% overhead charges.

They must also be specifically related to the implementation of project actions (general
consumables/supplies, such as office material, water, gas etc. are covered by the
overhead charges).

Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Action number: Please insert the number(s) of the action(s) to which each cost is related.

Procedure: Specify the procedure foreseen to sub-contract the work, e.g. ‘public tender’,
‘direct treaty’, ‘framework contract’, etc. Subcontracts must be awarded in accordance with
articles 11.10 and 11.11 of the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement.

Description: Provide a clear description of the type of consumable materials, linking it to the
technical implementation of the project, e.g. ‘raw materials for experiments action 2’,
‘stationery for dissemination products (deliverable 5) ’, etc.

Form F6 — Other costs

General: Direct costs which do not fall in any other cost category should be placed here.
Costs for bank charges, conference fees, insurance costs when these costs originate solely
from the project implementation, etc. should be placed here. Also the costs related to the
audit report should be classified under this cost category.

Beneficiary short name: Please use the short name given in the Coordinating beneficiary
and Associated beneficiary profiles in the LIFE technical forms A2 and A5.

Action number: Please insert the number(s) of the action(s) to which each cost is related.

Description: Give a clear description of each item, linking it to the technical implementation
of the project.

Procedure: Specify the procedure foreseen to sub-contract the work, e.g. ‘public tender’,
‘direct treaty’, ‘framework contract’, etc. Subcontracts must be awarded in accordance with
articles 11.10 and 11.11 of the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement.

Costs for translation of reports, if needed, must always be reported in this category.

The bank guarantee shall always be reported in this category. A bank guarantee
covering the first pre-financing payment might be necessary. Please refer to section 4.6 of
this document for more information.

Auditor costs related to the auditing of the project's financial reports should always be
placed under this budget category. These costs will always be incurred solely by the
Coordinating beneficiary.
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3.3 Informal checklist for Preparatory project proposals

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

Have you used the standard application forms for preparatory projects, without
modification? Forms Al, A2, A3a, A7, B1 (in English), B2, B3, B4, B5, B6, C0, Cla, Clb,
Clc, C2, C3, FA, FB, FC, F1, F2, F3, F4, F5 and F6 are mandatory for all projects and
must be completed in their entirety. If the project involves associated beneficiaries, forms
A4 and A5 are obligatory for each associated beneficiary. In case certain forms or
sections are irrelevant to your project, have you indicated "not applicable”, "no relevant
information" or an equivalent mention? Note that forms should not be, even in part,

hand-written.
Are all obligatory signatures provided?
Is the start date not earlier than 01/01/2021?

Have you included a safety margin at the end of the project to allow for unforeseen
delays?

Is the applicant legally registered in the EU?

Have you determined whether each beneficiary (coordinating and associated) is a "public

body" or "private commercial organisation" or "private non-commercial organisation
(including NGOs)"?

Have you included the mandatory annexes (annual balance sheet and profit and loss
account, audit report or auditor-certified balance sheet and profit and loss account,
simplified financial statement for coordinating beneficiaries that are not public bodies;
public body declaration for coordinating beneficiaries that are public bodies)?

For each action have you detailed the expected results as far as possible in quantitative
terms?

Do you clearly justify any actions that do not take place in the EU Member State
territories to which the treaties apply?

Does your project integrate monitoring, evaluation and active dissemination of the
project's results and lessons learnt?

Have you included a coherent package of communication and dissemination actions?

Is the project management team sufficient? Is an organigramme provided? Is there a full
time project coordinator (not obligatory but strongly recommended)? Is there a financial
coordinator?

Have you excluded all actions that are more appropriately funded by other EU funds? In
case of doubt, have you foreseen complementary actions or objectives?

Have you detailed your efforts towards carbon neutrality?

Have you and your associated beneficiaries read the General Conditions of the LIFE
Model Grant Agreement in full?

Is your application on a CD-ROM/DVD in the correct file format? Don't forget the financial
forms and obligatory annexes (where required)!
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4. Guide for the evaluation of LIFE Preparatory
project proposals 2020

4.1. General Remarks

The evaluation, selection and award procedure is carried out by the European
Commission, including, the awarding of the final scores, the drawing up of the list of
proposals to be co-financed and the rejection of the proposals.

This document only refers to the 2020 call for proposals. The technical methodology
may be modified in future calls for proposals.

Only proposals received by the Commission before the deadline of 10 September
2020, 16:00 Brussels local time and thereafter passing the Opening phase (see point
4.2) will be further considered. Any information or documents submitted otherwise,
or after the deadline, will not be taken into account unless explicitly requested by the
Commission.

Basic selection and evaluation principles

All evaluators must base their assessment of the proposals on the provisions of this
evaluation guide, using as a basis the questions established for each criterion.

Within the limits allowed for by thematic and national allocation rules of the LIFE
Regulation, the principle of equal treatment between all proposals must be strictly
applied throughout all phases of the evaluation process. Evaluations and scores
given to each proposal must be as objective and equitable as possible. Each
decision and each score given must be clearly justified by reasoned comments.

Evaluators must ensure that all their comments are concise, complete and
comprehensible and must always be directly relevant to both the proposal and the
criterion applied.

In a specific section, evaluators must prepare detailed, unambiguous and realistic
suggestions for possible amendments and improvements to the project proposal. If a
project is pre-selected, these suggestions will become essential for the subsequent
revision phase.

4.2 OPENING PHASE

Proposals will be checked for compliance with the following criteria:

1. The proposal has been submitted before the deadline of 10 September 2020,
16:00 Brussels local time.

2. The LIFE 2020 Preparatory Projects application forms have been used for
preparing and submitting the proposal.
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4.3 ADMISSIBILITY AND EXCLUSION PHASE

All proposals that were not rejected during the Opening phase are checked for their
compliance with the following general admissibility and exclusion criteria:

1. Where relevant, the signed and dated declarations (forms A3, A4, A6) are
included in the application. Failure to deliver these declarations or to clearly
indicate the financial contribution (forms A3, A4 and A6) may lead to an exclusion
of the proposal from all further evaluation.Note that signing the forms A3 and A4
confirms that the beneficiaries are not in one of the situations referred to in Articles
136 and 141 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046

(https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018R1046)

2. If the status of the co-financer commitment (on form A6) at this stage is ‘not fully
confirmed’, the declaration must explain the current status of the commitment.

3. Form Bl (Summary description of the project) is completed in English. The other
application forms may, however, be completed in any official EU language, except
Maltese and Irish.

4. The coordinating beneficiary is legally registered in the EU.

In case LIFE proposals do not fully comply with all the above criteria (e.g.
mandatory signatures / dates of signatures on are missing) the Commission will
first send a message to the coordinating beneficiary indicating which forms are
missing. The coordinating beneficiary will have 5 working days to reply and provide
the missing or incomplete documents and forms. In exceptional circumstances, the
Commission may extend the deadline.

A copy of all formal communication will be sent to the relevant national LIFE contact
point indicated on the LIFE website.

All proposals that do not fully comply with all the above criteria by the end of
this process are declared inadmissible and are eliminated from further
evaluation.

4.4 TECHNICAL SELECTION PHASE

All proposals that were not rejected during the Opening or Admissibility phases are
checked for their compliance with the technical selection criteria.

Proposals which do not comply with one or more of the technical selection criteria
listed hereafter are declared 'not selected' and are eliminated from all further
evaluation.
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1) Generic selection criteria

A proposal for a project within the meaning of Article 2(g) of the LIFE Regulation will
not be retained for an evaluation of its merit, if the project proposal does not
demonstrate that the project:

- addresses one of the four specific needs defined in section 2.1 of this document.
- satisfies the definition set out in Article 2(g) of the LIFE Regulation.

- meets the minimum quality requirements in conformity with the relevant
provisions of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046.

N.B.: Projects focused on research!’ do not fall within the scope of the LIFE
programme and are therefore not eligible.

Furthermore, a proposal will be rejected on the basis of this criterion if there is strong
positive evidence that any of the beneficiaries has been an unreliable manager in
previous LIFE or other European Union-financed projects and has given no proof that
necessary initiatives have been taken to avoid similar problems in the future.

2) Specific selection criteria for proposals addressing each of the specific
needs for Preparatory Projects (as identified in section 2.1)

1) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Enhancing the capacity of EnviCrimeNet to
help combat environmental crime”

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has

e experience, qualifications skills, languages capabilities, and capacity to
organise or coordinate the events described and prepare or enable
preparation of the documentation or materials described;

e proven professional knowledge, expertise and experience relevant to
EnviCrimeNet and the fight against environmental crime;

e the ability to steer and coordinate work on the project across different EU
Member States

e capacity to draft high quality documents in English.
b) The proposal demonstrates that events and preparation of documentation and

materials will involve adequate arrangements for the participation of the
EnviCrimeNet membership in the relevant work.

17 Proposals dealing with research may be addressed to the relevant programmes of Horizon 2020:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/index.html.
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/index.html

c) The proposal includes a description of envisaged documentation or other materials
that is sufficient to demonstrate that these deliverables will make a significant
contribution to enhancing the capacity of EnviCrimeNet to help combat environmental
crime.

2) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Support for the preparation of Emission
Control Areas in the Mediterranean Sea"

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

e a thorough knowledge of and experience with current national, EU (e.qg.
existing ECAs and relevant Directives) and international (notably IMO and the
Barcelona Convention) legislation, regulations and initiatives related to
emissions of air pollutants from maritime transport;

e a thorough knowledge of and experience with EU and IMO developments and
procedures;

e a thorough technical, legal, environmental, social, economic, financial and
political knowledge of and experience with maritime transport in the
Mediterranean Sea (at sea, but also in ports);

e the experience and necessary qualifications to carry out a cost-benefit
analysis of options and possibilities, and to provide recommendations;

e the experience and necessary qualifications to support technical and legal
capacity building;

e excellent contacts with all relevant stakeholders (e.g. EMSA, authorities at
various levels in the various countries in the Mediterranean Sea area, port
authorities, vessel and port owners and operators, NGOS);

e the capacity to draft high quality reports in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities in
countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea at various levels and to EU Institutions.

c) The proposed project involves relevant authorities at national level and/or
environmental agencies in at least two Member States and at least two non-EU
Member States, all bordering the Mediterranean Sea.

3) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Support for the compilation of emission
inventories to improve air quality modelling”

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

e the experience and necessary qualifications to do air quality monitoring and
modelling;
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the experience and necessary qualifications to assess and develop emission
inventories and source apportionment approaches;

the experience and necessary qualifications to contribute to the FAIRMODE
process;

the experience and necessary qualifications to contribute to the development
and implementation of any EU guidelines or recommendations on air quality
modelling and of any EU legislation in which air quality modelling is relevant;
experience in developing and implementing air quality plans under Directive
2008/50/EC, either as a competent authority or as a supporting agency or
institution;

the capacity to draft high quality reports in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities at
various levels and to EU Institutions.

c) The proposed project involves (co)beneficiaries with experience in air quality
modelling and contributing to air quality plans under Directive 2008/50/EC in at least
three Member States with clearly different climatic and geographic conditions that
suffer from regular exceedances of EU limit values.

4) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Support for testing procedures for air

a)

pollutants from solid fuel heating appliances”

The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

a thorough knowledge of solid fuel heating appliances and the latest
technological developments;

the experience and necessary qualifications to assess measurement methods
of emissions from solid fuel heating appliances;

the experience and necessary qualifications to contribute to the development
of EU legislation regarding emissions of air pollutants from solid fuel heating
appliances, to the European harmonisation process, and to the UNECE
CLTRP process;

experience in developing policy options and estimating their environmental
and socio-economic impacts;

experience in liaising with authorities, industry and stakeholders;

the capacity to draft high quality reports in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities at
various levels and to EU Institutions.
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c) The proposed project involves relevant national authorities and/or environmental
agencies in at least two Member States.

5) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Putting into practice the key actions of the

a)

new EU Habitat Action Plan for Dry Calcareous Grassland”

The applicant (if relevant, together with associated applicants) has:

the experience and necessary qualifications, both educational and
professional, to carry out works on literature review, setting up surveys,
drafting reports, organizing workshops and conferences, and assessing the
effectiveness of public policies

access to the relevant national data and EU expert networks on Semi-natural
dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates, and knowledge
of related initiatives, including pollinators;

proved knowledge of the mechanisms of the Implementation of the Nature
Directive and their interaction with the agricultural sector and Common
Agricultural Policy

capacity to draft high quality documents in English, as evidenced by past
experience, an abilities to communicate and read each EU language for the
MS which have this habitat type.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to the public and to EU Institutions.

¢) The proposed project covers the 24 Member States which have this habitat type.

6) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Restoration of tree plantations to natural

a)

forests"

The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

the experience, qualifications, and skills, in relation to biodiversity
conservation, forest ecosystems, forest management to assess what is the
local forest ecosystem and how to convert the forest from the current state to a
natural forest

access to relevant professional networks and initiatives across Europe;

the ability to steer and coordinate work in a range of different EU Member
States;

the experience in developing and implementing Natura 2000 management
plans;

the necessary qualifications and experience in setting up and implementing
raising awareness and communication activities;
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e the capacity to draft high quality documents in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposed project involves authorities and/or environmental agencies / forest
management organisations from at least four Member States, covering at least three
Natura 2000 Biogeographic Regions.

7) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Restoration of desertified land through
nature-based solutions"

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has

e the experience, qualifications, skills and language capabilities to carry out the
case studies, assessment and analyses described;

e proven knowledge of relevant EU policies and funding/financing instruments
(relevant EU Structural and Investment Funds and others);

e access to relevant professional networks and initiatives across Europe;

e the ability to steer and coordinate work in a range of different EU Member
States;

e the capacity to draft high quality documents in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposed project includes cases from at least five different regions from at
least three EU Member States (of which at least two can be considered particularly
‘desertification prone’).

C) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities at
various levels and to EU Institutions.

8) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Designing mechanisms to increase the
presence of biodiversity in urban and peri-urban areas"

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

e the experience, qualifications, skills and language capabilities to design and
manage the schemes described in the call; proven knowledge of relevant
EU policies (Biodiversity and Nature Directives. Implementation at local
level);

e access to relevant professional networks, local administrations and/or
initiatives across Europe;

e the ability to steer and coordinate work in a range of different EU Member
States;
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e the capacity to draft high quality documents in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities at
various levels and to EU Institutions.

9) Criteria applicable to proposals for "Network of training activities for Natura
2000 sites managers"

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

e experience demonstrated by previous activities in coordinating and
designing training activities in the field of nature conservation;

e proven knowledge of relevant EU policies and experience in the
implementation of the Natura 2000 network in different Member States;

e the ability to steer and coordinate work in a range of different EU Member
States.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities at
various levels and to EU Institutions.

10)Criteria applicable to proposals for "Strengthening primary and old-growth
forest protection in Europe by capitalising on World Heritage sites"

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries) has:

e the experience, qualifications, and skills, in relation to forest biodiversity
conservation, old-growth and primary forest ecosystems, forest
ecosystem-services assessments, with a view to deliver, test, and
validate the criteria for mapping and characterizing old-growth forests;

e access to relevant professional networks and initiatives across Europe;

e the ability to steer and coordinate work in a range of different EU
Member States;

e the experience in developing and implementing Natura 2000
management plans;

e the necessary qualifications and experience in setting up and
implementing raising awareness and communication activities;

e the capacity to draft high quality documents in English, as evidenced by
past experience.

b) The proposed project involves authorities and/or environmental agencies /
forest management organisations from at least eight Member States, and includes
sites in at least four Member States (for the implementation of tasks 1 and 2),
covering at least two Natura 2000 Biogeographic Regions.

58



c) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring full availability of all the
deliverables produced through this project to stakeholders, public authorities at
various levels and to EU Institutions.

11)Criteria applicable to proposals for "Enabling Carbon Farming via an improved
knowledge system™

a) The applicant (if relevant, together with associated beneficiaries):

demonstrates with the application a wide ranging partnership of public and
private stakeholders committed to jointly establishing a Carbon Farming
initiative, carbon certification system;

has the necessary qualifications and experience, capacity to set-up and
demonstrate the intended high-resolution geospatial information system,
including the display of Carbon Farming potential, effective links with
planning and decision support services and tools and agricultural/LULUCF
inventory and certification practices;

has the experience and necessary qualifications, access to knowledge, data
and tools to identify, collect, process/model, combine, analyse data and
information in the context of agricultural and farm sustainability assessment;

has the experience and necessary qualifications to advise on and enable
the uptake, reward, certification of key Carbon Farming practices (related to
cropland and grassland, livestock farming on mineral and organic/carbon
rich soils, agro-forestry/afforestation);

has experience and capacity in developing and implementing agricultural
and environmental/climate policies and strategies, policy measures and
interventions, with experience in providing financial and non-financial
support to stakeholders, and experience in compiling agricultural GHG
emission and removal inventories, in monitoring farming impacts;

the capacity to draft high quality reports in English, as evidenced by past
experience.

b) The proposal includes a mechanism for ensuring appropriate availability of the
deliverables produced through this project to the relevant partners carrying out
and committed to the Carbon Farming initiative.

c) The proposed project involves agricultural authorities and environmental
agencies, partnering stakeholders in at least one EU region or Member State,
with a territorial outreach and specification sufficient to enable key Carbon
Farming practices in concerned agricultural areas.

Side notes:
(*) ‘associated beneficiaries’ are partners to the applicant that request
funding from the LIFE programme for their activities. Not all ‘committed
organisations’ might request funding, for example public agencies might
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consider their participation in such a strategic project part of their normal
intelligence activities.

**) A sufficient range of commitments from organisations, partners with
diverse responsibilities and access to knowledge/capacity, data, processes
and stakeholders has to be demonstrated by ‘letters of intent’. The proposed
project has to engage as partners (but not necessarily as ‘associated
beneficiaries’) at least (i) the agricultural and environmental / climate agency /
administration; (i) agricultural and LULUCF research, GHG inventory
compilation services; (iii) farm advisory, farm decision support and certification
services; (iv) agricultural statistical data providers (notably, providers of farm
structural (IFS/FSS), environmental/soil and accountancy data (FADN)); (V)
agricultural knowledge and data connectivity, IT solution providers; and (vi)
carbon certification system partners, notably also carbon finance providers
(limited to or beyond agricultural authorities committed to engage and reward
farmers in the context of Carbon Farming under the existing or reformed CAP).
The sound approach and quality of cooperation in the network are the major
aspects in the award criterion “Technical coherence and quality of the
proposal in relation to the specific need addressed”.

4.5 Award phase

All proposals that were not rejected during the Opening, Admissibility or Technical
selection phases are admitted to an in-depth evaluation of their quality during the

Award phase.

Preparatory projects will be awarded to the applicant which submits a proposal which
surpasses the pass score and which reaches the highest overall score regarding the

following criteria:

Award criteria Minimum | Maximum
pass score
score*

Technical coherence and quality of the proposal in relation to 22 45

the specific need addressed

Comprehensiveness of the approach in relation to the specific 15 30

need addressed

Financial coherence and quality 12 25

Overall (pass) scores 55 100
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*A project proposal has to reach at least the minimum pass score for each award criterion and also the
sum of scores for criteria for which a minimum score has been fixed has to be equivalent to 55 points
or more.

1. Technical coherence and quality in relation to the specific need addressed:

This criterion will focus on the clarity, feasibility and sustainability of the actions
proposed in the proposal and the overall organisation of the project. The
sustainability of the project results in the medium and long term is the capacity to
maintain them after project implementation. Successful sustainability presupposes a
strategy including tasks to ensure the continuation of necessary project actions and
the related funding after the end of the project.

The pre-operational context must be thoroughly described and there should be a
clear link in the proposal between the problems and threats, the project objectives,
the proposed actions and their expected results. All actions should be properly
described and quantified and, if necessary, accompanied by adequate maps. The
proposal must clearly describe how, where, when and by whom each action in the
proposal will be undertaken.

The proposal must be drafted so as to allow the evaluators to assess to what extent
the technical means and expertise of the consortium involved are adequate for
implementing the project.

The time planning must be realistic and any potential difficulties must have been
correctly assessed in the relevant forms.

Any actions that are not directly contributing to the achievement of the project
objectives may be considered as ineligible (example: preparatory actions or studies
that are not related to the project implementation, any fundamental scientific
research, etc.). A removal of these actions (and of their budget) from the project shall
be proposed during revision.

Proposals may receive up to 45 points for this criterion. The pass score for this
criterion is 22 points.

2. Comprehensiveness of the approach in relation to the specific need addressed

This criterion will assess how completely the proposal addresses the scope of
targeted specific need identified in section 2.1, taking into account the available
budgetary envelope. Proposals may receive up to 30 points for this criterion. The
pass score for this criterion is 15 points.

3. Financial coherence and quality

The proposed budget and its consistency with the actions proposed and with the
applicable rules as well as the cost-effectiveness of the proposed approach will be
evaluated. Financial coherence will also be assessed.

The financial contributions of the beneficiaries/co-financers, the proposed budget and
the proposed project expenditures must comply with the rules and principles foreseen
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in the LIFE guidelines for applicants, the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant
Agreement and the LIFE Regulation. The budget must be transparent coherent and
cost-efficient, including for the management of the project.

Proposals may receive up to 20 points for this criterion. The pass score for this
criterion is 10 points. A proposal would receive a score below the pass score if its
financial part is poorly conceived and/or requires a considerable revision. A proposal
will also receive a failing score if the budget surpasses the envelope available for the
targeted specific need.

Mechanics of the Award phase

For any given proposal, each of the above 3 criteria will be assessed and scored by
at least two independent evaluators. A synthesis report will then be written on the
basis of the individual assessments, and including the mean score for each criterion.

On the basis of the synthesis reports and scores provided by the evaluators, the final
approval on the scores to be awarded to each proposal will be taken during a
meeting ("Award Panel") chaired by the Commission and attended by the evaluators.
Each proposal will fall into one of the following situations:

e Any proposal that receives a final score below the pass score for any of the
Award criteria for which a minimum pass level is indicated, or for which the
total score is less than 55 points, will be declared "rejected at the Award
phase".

e For all proposals not falling into the above situation, the total score to be
awarded is calculated by summing up the final synthesis scores for the 3
Award criteria.

4.6 Financial selection phase

All proposals that were not rejected during the Opening, Technical selection,
Admissibility or Award phases are checked for their compliance with the financial
selection criteria. Proposals which do not comply with one or several of the financial
selection criteria listed hereafter are declared not selected.

Step A — Document check:

All applicants (potential coordinating beneficiaries) other than public bodies, must
provide, as annexes to their proposal, evidence that they comply with the financial
selection criterion set out in Article 198 of the Financial Regulation (Regulation (EC,
Euratom) No 2018/1046 of 18 July 2018), namely that "the applicant shall have
stable and sufficient sources of funding, to maintain his activity throughout the period
for which the grant is awarded and to participate in its funding (‘financial capacity’)".
Therefore, coordinating beneficiaries other than public bodies have to provide the
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following administrative and financial documents as annexes to their LIFE proposal. It
should be noted that these annexes will be required by the Commission irrespective
of whether they are obligatory or not for the particular type of organisation, according
to national legislation, in the coordinating beneficiary's Member State:

A. The "LIFE Simplified Financial Statement", provided as a separate Excel
file with the LIFE Application Package. The financial table in this statement
must be completed and annexed to the proposal as an Excel file.

B. The most recent balance sheet and profit and loss account. This document
must be annexed to the LIFE proposal. If the applicant does not yet have a
balance sheet and profit and loss account, because the organisation has
been only recently created, it must provide a management/ business plan
(for at least 12 months in the future) with the financial data prepared in
accordance with the standard required under national legislation.

An applicant (coordinating beneficiary) that declared itself as being a public body (in
application form A2) must provide as a financial annex the "Public body declaration”,
fully completed, with a dated signature (form A3Db).

In case LIFE proposals are missing one or more mandatory financial annexes
the Commission will first send a message to the applicant indicating the
annexes that are missing.

The Commission will also use this period to request the necessary financial
annexes and/or supporting documentation in cases where it has doubt as to
the status of any public body.

The applicant will have 5 working days to reply and provide any missing or
incomplete annexes. In exceptional circumstances, the Commission may
extend the deadline.

A copy of all formal communication will be sent to the relevant national LIFE
contact point indicated on the LIFE website.

All proposals that do not fully comply with all the above criteria by the end of
this process are declared inadmissible and are eliminated from all further
evaluation.

Step B - Financial Check:

The purpose of the financial check is to verify that: "The applicant must have stable
and sufficient sources of funding to maintain his activity throughout the period during
which the action is being carried out ... and to participate in its funding".

The Commission will utilise all the information at its disposal to assess whether the
applicant and the associated beneficiaries fulfil the selection and the exclusion
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criteria. On the basis of Article 198, a proposal will be rejected if the evaluator has
strong evidence showing that it falls into any of the following situations:

e if there is information available to indicate that the coordinating beneficiary and/or
one of its associated beneficiaries, contrary to the declaration for exclusion, are
in one of the situations referred to in art. 136(1), 136(4) and 141 of the EU
Financial Regulation.

e the results of audits carried out by European Union Institutions in relation to the
coordinating beneficiary and/ or one of its associated beneficiaries have clearly
shown their inability to comply with the administrative rules regulating European
Union grants and in particular those applicable to LIFE;

e the coordinating beneficiary has an unpaid debt owed to the Commission at the
time of the submission of its application. The Commission will make this
assessment based on a consultation of its “Early Detection and Exclusion
System (EDES)”

For private commercial and private non-commercial organisations:

e the auditor's report or auditor-certified balance sheet and profit and loss account
provided with the project proposal has not given an "unqualified opinion™ about
the coordinating beneficiary's financial viability*®;

e on the basis of the financial viability test, it is concluded that the coordinating
beneficiary does not have the financial capacity to cover its share of co-financing
within the proposed project period;

e on the basis of the financial viability test, it is concluded that the coordinating
beneficiary does not have the capacity to manage the financial amounts provided
for in the proposal budget within the proposed project period;

The financial viability of the coordinating beneficiary and its capacity to manage large
EU grants are assessed on the basis of the financial information provided.

The financial viability check will also be used to assess whether a financial guarantee
would be required to cover fully or partially the EU pre-financing payment to the
project. In particular a financial guarantee will be always requested in the following
cases:

1) proposals from private commercial organisations if less than 2 of the following
criteria are respected:
1. the ratio "total grant requested divided by the number of project years" /
"shareholders' equity" is lower than 1
2. the ratio "current assets" / "current liabilities" is higher than 1
3. the ratio "total debts" / "total assets" is lower than 0.8
4. there is a positive operational profit

18 j.e. a statement that the auditor has carried out the task in accordance with generally accepted
auditing standards and without restriction as to the scope of the work necessary to express his
opinion, that the financial statements audited were drawn up in accordance with appropriate or
generally accepted accounting principles, and that they give a true and fair view of the organisation's
financial situation and the results of the operation.
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2) proposals from private non-commercial organisations (NGOs) if none of the
following 3 criteria are respected:

1. the ratio "total grant requested divided by the number of project years" /

"subsidies” is lower than 1

2. the ratio "current assets" / "current liabilities” is higher than 1

3. the ratio "total debts" / "total assets" is lower than 0.8
Proposals will be rejected when none of the criteria are respected and the ratios
diverge significantly from the thresholds indicated above.

4.7 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE "SHORT LIST" OF PROPOSALS

All proposals that have passed all phases of the Evaluation will be ranked on the
basis of their scores. In cases of proposals with equal overall scores, priority will be
given to proposals with a higher score on the comprehensiveness of approach
criterion. The highest-ranking proposal addressing each specific need will be
"revised" (see following section).

Note that national allocations are not applicable anymore under the LIFE2018-2020
Multi-Annual Work-programme.

The results of the evaluation of LIFE Preparatory projects under this call will also be
taken into account when determining the minimum threshold for "nature and
biodiversity" projects under the Environment sub-programme of the LIFE programme.

4.8 REVISION OF PROJECTS

The aim of the revision phase is to clarify, for short-listed proposals, all open
guestions regarding feasibility, cost-effectiveness and eligibility of individual actions,
compliance with the LIFE Regulation and the General Conditions of the LIFE Model
Grant Agreement.

During the revision phase, the Commission may ask the applicant to provide further
details about particular aspects of the proposal and/or to introduce modifications or
improvements to the original proposal. The coordinating beneficiary may also be
asked to delete certain actions and/or to reduce the project budget, the EU financial
contribution and/or the EU co-financing rate to the project.

The applicant will have 10 calendar days to reply to the questions and a further 10
calendar days to introduce the requested modifications or improvements to its
proposal. In exceptional circumstances, the Commission may extend the deadline.

The Commission will send all revision questions and instructions to the coordinating
beneficiary.

Applicants shall not introduce any modifications to their proposal other than
those requested by the Commission.
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It should be noted here that a revision letter sent out to an applicant with questions or
requests for modifying the proposal does not entail, on behalf of the Commission, any
commitment to a definitive funding of the proposal. Furthermore, on the basis of the
replies received, the Commission may still decide to reduce the project budget or
even exclude a project from financing.

By the end of the revision phase, all projects retained are expected to be fully
coherent and transparent, and in line with all technical and financial requirements of
the LIFE Regulation and the General Conditions of the LIFE Model Grant Agreement.
The applicants of the short-listed proposals will then be informed about the outcome
of the revision phase and will be asked to provide 3 identical paper copies of the final
revised proposals. At this stage, all commitments from associated beneficiaries/co-
financers must be fully confirmed in the revised forms.

Applicants should not introduce any unilateral modifications at all to the revised
proposal after the conclusion of the revision phase.

4.9 AWARD DECISION

After the formal endorsement of the Commission of the evaluation results, applicants
will be officially informed by letter about the results of the evaluation of their
proposals and, where appropriate, about the reasons for rejection. A copy of this
letter will be sent to the relevant national LIFE contact point (see LIFE website).

In case any proposals are rejected or withdrawn during the revision phase or at any
time prior to signing of the grant agreement, the rejected/withdrawn proposal will be
replaced by the next proposal on the Short List that addresses the same specific
need. Said replacement proposal will then be 'revised' as described above.

Any budget remaining at the conclusion of the award decision procedure will be re-
assigned to the budget for other types of LIFE projects under the same sub-
programme.
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