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Main Threats: Vehicle pressure (& coastal erosion)
Barriers: Diffuse road access, shared ownership (3 adjoining 
commonages), lack of empowerment, no clear message from 
government. Speed presentations – RBaPS Platform Meeting – 9th October – 

Leuven, Belgium

Caitriona.Maher@npws.gov.ie
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Using RBAPS for Coastal Protection



II. Selecting Meaningful Indicators
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Positive Indicator Plants

Vegetation
Structure

Damaging activity

Bare
Sand

ACRES payment score = 1/10 = €0



III. Linking Payment Schemes to Indicators
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POSITIVES

• Farmers understand the assessment 
criteria – logical, visible, understandable 
by all.

• ACRES payment score = 1/10 = €0
• Payment reflects condition.
• LIFE & ACRES (GOV) Supporting & 

Empowering farmers to take appropriate 
action.

• Agreement for vehicle barrier in 
2024.

Challenges re Payments: 

• National DAFM ACRES scheme

• How does LIFE sit on this with payments?

• Payments for finding solutions, & implementing bespoke actions
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Key Messages to Share
Top tip(s) for delivering RBaPS

• Robust habitat indicators – simplicity facilitates use across departments and upscaling

• Unified efforts –> LIFE on Machair  + DAFMs RBAPS
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• Stakeholder engagement – bringing the public 
along
• https://www.advertiser.ie/galway/article/142

830/habitat-protection-and-restoration-at-
slyne-head

https://www.advertiser.ie/galway/article/142830/habitat-protection-and-restoration-at-slyne-head
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