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What is the role of National Contact Points s«

National Contact Points (NCPs) can support you in:
GETTING ACCESS TO RELEVANT INFORMATION AND MATERIAL

- NCPs can provide information on the application process and help you access relevant material and
resources

DECIDING TO APPLY OR NOT

 Help you identify whether your project is suitable for application

APPLYING

 Support you in the application process by replying to your questions and pointing out the resources
available: tutorials, helpdesk, etc.

GUIDING YOU TO OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING

* |f your proposal is not suitable, NCPs can guide you toward other European funding programs or
national funding support schemes

AFTER EVALUATION AND DURING PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

» By assisting with reporting, co-financing rules or navigating permitting issues whenever possible
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Where can | find information on the National ,*
Contact Point in my country?

- Contact details of NCPs are displayed on DG CLIMA & CINEA's website: National Contact
Points - Climate Action - European Commission

€5.2 BILLION Calls now open

1CALL
2 AUCTIONS

ommission

uropean | @ EN ’ | Q ]

Energy, Climate change, Environment

Climate Action
‘ Home ‘ Aboutus | Climate change ‘ EU action v ‘ Citizens & stakeholders ~ | News & other reads

Home > EUaction > EU funding for climate action > Innovation Fund > National Contact Points

What is the Innovation Fund? Legal framework Calls for proposals

The Innovation Fund is one of the world's The Innovation Fund was established by Call for proposals for the Innovation Fund. . .

largest funding programmes for the Article 10a(8) of Directive 2003/87/EC to

ational Contact Points
technologies. innovation in low-carbon technologies and

processes.
Innovation Fund support is available to projects located in all EU Member States, Norway and Iceland. In

several of these countries, national contact points can provide further information on the Fund and in
particular its interactions with national funding instruments and other EU programmes.

= Page contents

Innovation Fund projects titive bidding Innovation Fund Expert Group Austria

In the EU, polluters have to pay for their Atool innovative low-carbon The Innovation Fund calls for proposals are
greenhouse gas emissions via the technologie: e Innovation Fund. prepared with the active involvement of the Belgium

Emissions Trading System (ETS). The Innovation Fund Expert Group. .
money raised via the ETS is reinvested into N A t
the Innovation Fund: one of the world's Buigaria ustria

largest funding programmes for innovative

low-carbon technologies. Croatia
Cyprus
Events and webinars Project Development Assistance National Contact Points .
' " Czechia
The European Commission andfor CINEA Have you applied to the Innovation Fu The list of National Contact Points for the
organise regular events and webinars on but not been awarded a grant? You Innovation Fund, who are available to Denmark
the Innovation Fund for presenting lessons have the possibility to benefit from ot provide further information on the Fund and
learned or relevant policy developments. Project Development Assistance (PDA in particular its interactions with national .
funding instruments and other EU Estonia Ms Maria Glaser
programmes
Finland

Federal Ministry for Climate Action
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https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action/innovation-fund/national-contact-points_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action/innovation-fund/national-contact-points_en
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National Info DayS HF2SNZT

- National Info Days offer an opportunity for you to connect with the European Commission,
relevant national authorities and other stakeholders in your sector at national level.

- For IF25 calls, 24 National Info Days are being organised by NCPs in their countries. Dates
and further details to attend will be made available on DG CLIMA & CINEA's website: Events
and webinars - Climate Action - European Commission

Events and webinars

= Page contents

National Info Days National Info Days
Innovation Fund 2025 Call and Innavation Fund National Contact Points are organising Info Days for the upcoming Innovation Fund Call and
Auction Info Days Auctions in their Member States.

Innovation Fund: Reality
Check with Stakeholders

Find the fallowing list of events and lecations:

Webinar on the draft terms
and Conditions (T&Cs) for the
upeoming IF25 Hydrogen
Auction

January 2026

« Norway , January 13, 2026

) » Croatia, Jonuary 15, 2026
Webinar on the draft Terms

and Conditions (TECs) for the * Denmark, January 15, 2026
upcoming IF25 Heat Auction * Poland, January 15, 2026 _—’%
Stakeholder Consultation « France, January 16, 2026 = o



https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action/innovation-fund/events-and-webinars_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-funding-climate-action/innovation-fund/events-and-webinars_en
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Orientation Dialogues

Available for any potential applicants as part of the National Info Day.
25-minute dialogues with CINEA and DG CLIMA representatives to orient
potential applicants on their suitability for the Innovation Fund and provide

official guidance*.

Contact your National Contact Point to apply to Orientation Dialogues.

T
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After application, how can NCPs further

support you?
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«  NCPs can help applicants (upon request) to understand the Evaluation Summary Report (ESR)
- In your application is successful, NCPs can further support you during the Grant Agreement

Preparation (GAP)

- If the project is on reserve list, NCPs can guide you toward alternative funding schemes

- Make sure your NCP is informed of your application and can contact you by selecting
the appropriate option in Part B of the Application Form under section 'Information to Member

States'

National funding schemes (also called ‘grants as a service’)
Proposals may be proposed for national schemes as a result of the EL evaluation.

national authorties of the country where the project takes place.

This means that youwr proposal (and all the project documentation which is submitted to us) would be shared with the

Do you wish to be propoged for a national funding schemea?

L\. Please note that, in case you agree, this will also be considered as explicit consent to
the sharing of your propasal (including Part B and all annexes and the evaluation summary
report) with the competent national granting awthority.

[YES]INO]

Information to Member States

States’ coordination of the support for projects.

Following call closure, information on the project participants, their projects, their confac! defails, the amount of
requested Innovation Fund support and, where relevant, emisaged dates of financiabelose and entry into operation
may be shared with the Member States of the countryfies) where the project is located, in order to facilitate Member

Do you agree on behalf of the project consartium that this information s shared with the
Member States?
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The role of the NCP

Supporting Engagement and
Access for SMEs \

/

Flavia GANGALE
ETS expert, Italian Ministry of Environment and Energy Security
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The Italian National Contact Point

@ Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security, DG MIE

ROLE

- Provide free, neutral and confidential support to project proponents

@ MISSION

Increase national participation
- Improve proposal quality
- Ensure equal access to information

@%9 CORE FUNCTIONS

- Information & Awareness

. (Calls, rules, timelines, PDA
- Support and guidance

- Admissibility, eligibility, call requirements

- Pointing to other European and/or national support schemes or networks
- Capacity building

- Workshops, webinars, one-to-one meetings, Info days

- ETS portal

I
18 \\k

216



217

Slido

Projects and submissions per country

Projects

per 44 W Ongoing O GAP

country
#
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Projects under GAP & ongoing
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Pilots
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Other relevant findings

Geographical distribution
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SMEs participation
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Way forward

In light of these findings, the NCP is intensifying its efforts to:

disseminate knowledge of the Innovation fund, also through sector-specific
events, involving different stakeholders, including the banking sector

- organize regional events, in collaboration with local institutions and industry
associations

- build synergies with other institutional actors involved in the promotion of
industrial investments through national and EU funding instruments

reach and engage SMEs.
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Focus: why SMEs matter
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Represent the backbone of the
economy and operate across all
sectors

Deeply embedded in supply chains
(e.g. as suppliers, subcontractors or
component producers)

Adapt quickly, experiment and
integrate new technologies faster
than larger, more rigid industrial
players

Lack adequate information

Struggle with human and financial

resources and with project complexity

Lack networks for large scale consortia

or projects

TN
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The NCP’s role with SMEs

What we do to empower SMEs to participate

Targeted outreach: direct engagement, SME-focused events, regional initiatives.
Tailored guidance: key criteria, common pitfalls, lessons learned.

Signposting alternative funding opportunities: other EU/national programmes when the
IF is not the right fit.

What we plan to do in the future

Improved targeted outreach: dedicated events in sectors identified as promising and with
a high percentage of SMEs.

Matchmaking & Networking: Helping SMEs connect with industry partners and investors.
Improved coordination with other EU funding programmes.
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Conclusions and takeaway

What NCPs can do

Broaden participation

Raise proposal quality

Support national innovation ecosystems

Increase SMEs involvement in clean-tech deployment

How you can contribute

Contact your NCP early to receive timely guidance on open calls

Keep your NCP updated throughout the entire process—from proposal design to project
implementation

Share your questions and needs related to the Innovation Fund with your NCP

I
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